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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE fcripturc doftrine of the free juftifi- 
cation of guilty finners, thro' the merito- 
rious obedience and imputed rightisoufnefs of 
the adorable Redeemer, received by fiith, as it is 
of the utmoft importance in itfelf, fo it has ever 
been one of the received articles of all the re- 
% formed churches, and is ftill teld^ by all true 
proteftants, as one of the moft effential doc- 
trines of Chriftianity. It has always been the 
^ vdelightful theme of every orthodox and evan- 
gelical ininifter ; and conftantly yields the moil 
folid comfort to every fincere Chriftian. 

Though th^TC have been many ufeful and 
elaborate Treatifes written upon the point, by 
divines of diftinguiflied abilities, there is yet 
room for more, as the fubjedisinexhauftible. 
^ — The fmall trad now oflfered to the public, , 
needs no recommendation : the worthy author 
of it M^s well known ; and the performance, 
when read, will fuflSiciently recommend itfelf, 
. and has already done fo, to fuch as have per- 
ufcdit. 
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The author's pl^ in the difconrfe is fhortly 
5 ; — To toniider the do£tiine' of the joftifi- 
ion of a finner^ in the fight of God, in the 
TTER of it, viz. the complete obedience of 
LIS Chrift, exclufive of all works of the 
ature; — in the manner of it, as, with re- 
ft to God, it is by imputation, and with 
ped to ourfelves, by faith;— in the time 
It, as it refpeds the whole body of the eleSl, 
1 every individual perfon of God's cbofen j— - 
1 in thfe EFFECTS of it, with refpeft^to the 
JL, as it regards its peace , its flate, and its' 
dience. 

[n this edition, the Treatife is divided into 
mdi Seftions, agreeable to the above plan ; 
i to each Seftion there is prefixed a fcripture 
:t, fuitable to the rcfpeftive branches of the 
:ourfe. With a preface and introduction, 
ing fome account of the author, and. the 
rk* 

The editor makes no apology for the prefent, 
Dlication : he has been ^ warmly importuned 
it ; and the fcarcenefs of the book, with the 
yr terms on which it is now offered, (not be- 
' the one half of the former price) ; the in- 
kling nature of the fubjeft ; and tht clear 
t difiind manner in which it is handled, will, 
hopes, fufficiently excufe the attempt. 
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j4^M0NG the many peculiar and interejling 
^^ ^ dodlrines in the Chriftian fyftem^ necejfary 
to be properly under flood ^ there is mm of greater 
importance than the doBrine of the jufliflcatio^ of 
guilty Jinners . As right notions of this important 
pointy is of theutmoft confequences t^. fallen men; . 
fh the fcriptures of truth exhibit (he moft full and'-, 
diflin£lview thereof: there ^^e are told that guilty 
men are only juflifed in tEe fight ofGod^ by hav^ 
ing the finifhed righteoufnefs of the bleffed Jefui^ 
confifling in his active and pajftve obedience^ freely 
imputed^ exclufvoe of all good works of the creature^ 
and received by faith. 

This is not only the fcripture doSlrine ofjuflifi- 
eation; but alfo the do6lrine of all our reformed 
churches ; and'was of fuch great account npith 
our proteflant^^reformers^ that Luther /aid of it^ 

* That the chttr^ch either flood or felly as this 

* doSlrine was maintained^ or rejeiled.^ 

The Rev. Mr. Hvrroti J author of the following 
Treatife^ on the important dodrine of Juflification^ 
was alfo the author of fome other: Trads. We 
hap^yffen his difcourfe concerning /Atf New Bir th^ 
and his Letters on religious fubjeds. In thefe 
Ife has given uncdntefled proofs of , his pious difpo* 
ftion^ and thorough acquaintance with the itiffired 
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eracles of divine truth: ^and it is evident^ in the 
whole of his performances^ he has Jiudied more the 
edification offuch of his readers^ as love truth in 
its native drefsy when flript of ev^ry human em-- 
belijbmentj than to gratify their vain curiojity 
with a flow of words which the wifdom • of man 
teacheth. 

if In the following Treatije on Juftification^ be 
has endeavoured to exhibit to his readers^ afcrip* 
tural view rf his fubjedj in the words of the Holy 
Choft^ comparing fpiritual things with fpiritual: 
and^ undervaluing the cenfure of captious and ilU 
natured critics ^ who itch more after elegant diction 
and well turned periods^ than fubjlantial truths 
he has corweyed his fentiments in language eafy^ 
intelligible^ and fcripturaU-^^Jind the difcourfe is 
not only do^rinal, but pradical; for^ while the 
author difcovers l^imfelf to have a clear knowledge 
of his fubjed^ he alfo difplays an experimental ac* 
quaint ance with the power of religion^ in pointing 
out the comfort of faving faith^ in the atonement 
ofChriJly and iisfalutary influence on the renewed 
heart. 

The plan of his difcourfe is plain and compre* 
henfive. He endeavours to give his readers a dif 
tind view of the complete atonement of our Lord 
Jefus Chrifi^ as the alone jufiifying righteoufnefs 
of guilty ftnners. This he views in both its branch^ 
es^ conftjling in his adive and pajftve obedience, 
^is oi^ive obedience J which lies in his full and 
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ferf^il confotmity to the whcle divine law^ mthout 

tb^ feajl failure 9 either of purtjs or degrees of oha^ 

dienee^ every way anfwerable to the dignity of his ^ 

divine ferfon as God-man^ i^-^In his paflive obe-^ 

diencej which confijls in bis giving complete fatis-> 

fadion for fin^ by fujfering^ in the human nature^ 

all that wraths threatened by the lawy as due to 

eleilfinnerSy as' their fiiretyy and enduring thrin-- 

finite execution of the curfe upon hm in his deaths 

to the full comfenfatioif'pf all the injuries done to 

an infinite Godj by^ll the fins (f.an elfSl world\k 

— This our author proves ;i)y the moft xonjclujive ar^ 

gumentSy^ to be the alpne\ rigbteoufnefs^^ by which 

ekdjinner^sarejujiifed^in the fight of Ood^ ex" 

clufvoe of all forefeen good works y or any qualifica^ 

tions in the creature^ previous to their juflification^ 

■aUfuch being quite infufficient to recommend a fin^ 

ner to the favour ofGod^ and have no part in that 

righteoufnefs whereby the finner is jujlijied. 

As nothing is of greater importance^ or can give 
more fatisfadion to the real faint y than to be 
inflrudled with regard to the nature of the juflify- 
tng righteoufnefs of the Lord Jefus Chrifl^ and 
how this righteoufnefs becomes his*; fo^ the author 
of the following Treat ife beautifully illufi rates this 
interefiing pointy from the infallible oracles of 
divine truthy andfbews it to be by imputation 
on ^God's parti; ^^^ ^^ ^^ made him to be 

♦ Matth. V, 17, 18. f Gal. ill 13.' £ph. v. 2. 
t Rom, 17. 6* 2 Cor. v. si. 
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fin, [[viz. by imputdti(m\ for us, ^ho knew no 
fin, that we might be made the righteoufnefs 
of God in him, (^viz. by juftifcation and impu^ 
tation *\ — and by beKeving on our fart ^. Here 
our author illuftrates the nature of favihg faith ^ 

fiews how it ads^ and what are its proper oh^ 

jeils. 

>With regard to /Ae time of juftification^ our 
author views this both as imminent and tranjient ; 
imminent y as anadofGod^s will^ and confequently 
from eternity; God was in Chrift reconciling 
the world to himfelf : tranftent^ as an oEtwhick 
pajfes upon the whole bbdy of the eleft at once^ in 
Chriji^ their reprefentative^ and on every indtvi^' 
dual of God* s eleSy when the foul isfrji enabled 
to bdievi^in Chrijl\. 

As nothing can be more defirable^ or yield more 
real comfort to the true Chrijlian^ than to be ac^ 
quainted with the fatisfaElory evidences of his being 
juflifi^d^ the author has accordingly fhewn^ in this 
Treatife^ the effefts of jujlification^ as it refpeds 
the fouPs peace ^ its flat e^ and obedience. — He has^ 
m this part of his difcourfe^ endeavoured^ in the 
moji fcriptural manner y to fpecify the difference 
between the peace of a juflified foul^ arui that 
falfe peace of an unjuflified finner. 

The author^ before he concludes his excellent 
difcourfe^ propounds a particular objeBion againjl 

♦ Rom. X. lo. and iv. i6. iii. 22. 

t Rom. u 17. iii, 22, 26. iv. 5. x. ip. and A^s xiif. 39. 
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the jihtTnt of dodrine laid do%vn and illuf 
iratfd^ wbicb he ar^wers 'U)}th the gf^eate^y^ 
evidence and dearnefs^ andjhews the obJ^M 
dity andfqljhood of it in the clearefi pein>y'^' 
vieWy though Jlated t^ith afpecious appea^^ 
ante tf truth.-^^The dijcourfe is concluded ^ 
with a variety ef very important and ufefal 
Jn/huiSionSy natively deduced from the <ioc* 
trine^ Admirably well calculated to gladden 
the hearts of fincere Chrijiians^ as well as 
for the injlrjtdhn of the ignorant. 

Upon the whole^ it ivilt be allowed^ that 
the fubjeS^atter of this excellent difcourfe, is 
at mce compreh^five^ glorious ^ and delight^ 
fulj and of ail others ^ of the utmofi import- 
ance; and that right notions of this import^ ^ 
ant article y the jufiificationof a finmrhy the 
blood and righteoufnefs ofChriJl^ tend^ through 
divine grace, to yield the moft foUd comfort 
and real joy to every true Chrijiian. It mufl 
aifo be granted, that no knovDledge is of e^^ 
qual importance with that of knowing Chrift^ 
' and. the way of f ah at ion through his imputed 
righteoufnefs . Ignorance of this cardinal doC'- 
trine of our holy religion, is joined in fcrip^ 
turewith not^ixxhnMiovi to it; andatlfuch, 
in the ijfue, mujl be miferable fouls indeed, 
who are found ignorant of Chrift's righte- 

B 
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£0^ lufnefsy and go about to efiabliih a righ- 

fin^ ipufoefe of their own, not fuhmittlng 

ofGoc^fel^^s unto the righteoufneis of 

tatton:^^^9 Rom. x. 3. 

0ur a'^^ fromote tbefe important tnds^ the 

j^- inftruBion of the ignorant^ as well as 

the eftahlijhment and confolation of the people 

of God y was 9 no doubt ^ the intention of the 

pious author in compofing and publijhing this 

difcourfe. The manner in which thefuhje£l 

is handled J is concife^ clear ^ and fcriptural ; 

and itjs hoped will be found well calculated^ 

through the divine blejfmg^ to atifwer the 

great ends jujl now mentioned^ which ^ there 

is no reafon to doubt ^ have already^ in Jome 

goodmeafure^ been attained by its publication. 

That they may be farther promoted by this 

hew addition^and that the knowledge of Chrijl^ 

and the way offalvation through him, may 

be dijfufed through the i/uorld^ is thefmcere 

deftre of thofe concerned in the publication of 

it. 


Glasgow, OQl. 7 
24th, I777* 5 
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Treatife on Juflbification. 


Isaiah xIv. 26. 
In the Lord Jh all the feed oflfrael bejujlified. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N. 

THE fcnpture$ of truth are the great 
treafiiry qf divine knowledge ; for 
therein, among many other precious 
truths, the righteoufnefs of Chrift is not 
only revealed, but brought near to guilty* 
finners. The bleffed gofpel brings the 
moft joyful-jtidings to the children of men : 
and as there is no other ro^e in vi^hich 
fallen men can ftand accepted, before 
^God, but the Redeemer's juftifying righ- 
teoufnefs, this is therein faid to be unto^ 
and upon all that believe. This garment 
of Chrift's everlafting righteoufnefs, the 
gofpel prefents as the alone ground of that 
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fif, eternal falvation we enjoy ' by him ; and 
fij^is every way fufficient for usr both to live 
on y and to die in. 

IN tht jujlijicatknoi^, finncr, in the fight 
of God, I fliall confider four things 
principally. As, i . The Afa//^r of it. 
2 . The Manner of it. 3. The Time of it# 
And, 4. The Effeil of it, with refpecJ: to 
the foul. And then, 5. In the laft place 
fhall add fomething by way of Ufe. I 
fliall confider each of thefe in the order 
liid down. 

SECT. .L 

• 0/ the Matter 0/ Jujiijication. 

J E R. xxiii. 6. 

Thii is the name whereby he Jball be called^ 
The Lord our righteousness. 

TH E matter of juftificalion^ or the 
matter of that righteoufnefs ^ where- 
by a finner is made Righteous in the fight 
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of God, is firft to Ue confidered: and this, 

according to the fcriptures of truths is the 

complete obedience of JeJusChrift^ exclufive 

of all the creature's ivorks^ whether before, 

or after its regeneration by the Spirit of God. 

The complete obedience of Jefus Chrift, 

to the divine law, hath two branches, 

which are commonly ftyled, his a£iive 

zrx^^pajfive obedience; which cpnfift, in 

his fulfilling all the law's requirements, 

and enduring all its penalties. The righ- 

teoufnefs which God's law requires, hath 

two parts, viz. a negative part, and a 

pofitive part. The negative part of righ- 

teoufhefs, confiils, in abftaining from, 

or the not doing of thofe things which the 

law forbids. And the pofitive part oi 

righteoufnefs, confiils, in the doing of 

thofe things which the law requires. And 

Sin is the tranfgrejfton of the laWy in bolk 

thefe refpeds ; on which account, thd 

law's penalty, becomes righteoufly due ta 

every tranfgreflbr. And thefe two parts of 

the law's righteoufhefs^ though they may 

be diftinguiihed, yet cannot be divided* 

For, whoever wants that conformity to 

the law, which it requires, is likewife a 

tranfgreiTor of it, ia doing what it for* 
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bids J and 'Whoever doth what the law 
forbids, wants that conformity to its pre- 
cepts, which the law requires, fo that they 
cannot be divided; but yet they may be 
dijlinguijhed. And the tranfgreffor of the 
law, is an unrighteous perfon, in the eye 
of the law, in both thefe refpefts. And 
anfwerably , it was neceffary that the righ- 
tcoufnefs of Chrift fhould confifi of two 
parts. As, 

I . His aStive obedience, to anfwer to 
the fofttive part of the law's righteoufnefe* 
And this (ionfifts, in that perfeA, univer- 
fal, and perpetual obedience, which he 
yielded to the requirements of God's ho- 
ly law, both internally and externally, in 
heart, in lip, and in life, from his birth 
to his death. Whereby he gave the law 
its due, even all that obedience, which 
its exteniive precepts demanded ; and fo 
fulfilled it, as to the pdfitive part of its 
lighteoufnefs. For being made of a wo* 
man^ he was made under the law^ GaUiv.4. 
And what things Joe^r the law faith^ it 
faith to them who are under the law^ Kom. 
iii. 19. Chrift was under the law, and 
what things foever it faith, in its require- 
ments, it faid to him \ and he yielded a 
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pecfed. obedience thereto, on purpofe to 
fulfil it. Thus he fays of hiinfelf. Mat. 
Vt. 17. Think not that I am come to deftroy 
the laziT or the prophets : I came not to de* 
ftroy^ but to fulfiL And chap. iii. ver. 15. 
Thus it becometh us to fulfil all right eoufnefs. 
And he thatfent me is with me^ (fays our 
X/)rdj) the Father hath not left me alone: for 
I do always thofe things that pleafe him^ 
John viii* 29. He did all the things 
which God's law required ; he did them 
perfedlly; he did them conftahtly^ or always 
did them, in fuch a manner, that God 
the Father was well pleafed with his obe- 
dience. By this, he fiitisfied the law's 
requirements, and gave it all that it de- 
manded: Yea, let me fay, he gave it 
more than it could demand. -AH that the 
law diqmanded, as it was given out to 
Adamj and in him, to all his pojlerity^ was 
no more than the perfect obedience of the 
creature that was under it. And this 
Chrift yielded in his human ns^ture ; not 
for all AdarrCs race^ but for all his own^ 
' whom he reprefented. And the obedi- 
ence Chrifl: yielded in his human nature, 
that nature being pcrfonally united to his 
divine, was the obedience of his perfon j 
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and fo had an infinite worth, and glorf 
in it ; w&ereby he gate the law imn than 
it could demandf As was foretold' of 
him, Ifa. xlii* 21. T^rLonD is Well pleaj^ 
edfor his righeeoufnefs fake ; bevnll magnify 
the taw ^ nnd make it honourable. Oh how 
was the divine law magnified, by fo great 
a perfon^s being made under it I How 
honourable was it made by his great obe<^ 
dience! Let me fay, the law could not 
have been fo magnified, nor have had fo 
much honour given it, by the mojft per- 
fed obedience of all the creatui^es, to e- 
ternity, as it had by the obedience of this 
9ne Lord Jefus ! If fin had never entered, 
die creatures would have obeyed the 
hvf, perfe^lyj 2Lnd perpetually* But their 
obedience could have rifen no higher than 
their beings, which were but fnite ; and 
fo the law could have had but a finite ho* 
nour. But the peribn of C3irift being 
infinite, his obedience was iuch ; and ib 
the law had an infinite honour given it* 
O the tranfcendent glory of Chffift's o- 
bedicnce ! And how wellpteafed was the 
hord'iox this his righte&ufnefs fakeJ How 
well pleafed was be with this rigfateoufnefs! 
And for this right^oufnefsyiif, how well 
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pl^r^d waii he, with afll ^hofe for whom 
it was wrought out. For, as our Lord, 
' ykided a ^dfttpkte obedience to all the 
pretcjpts of the moral law, whereby he 
wrought out a perfeft righteo^fnefs, fo 
he did it^ not fof him/elf^ hut for us. As 
he wa^ bom for us, fo he was made under 
th€ bw for us, and obeyed it for us ; Und 
thereby he wrought out a rigbteoufnefs 
for ud. He needed it not for himfelf, no; 
it was to cover his naked children. All 
mankind had a perfe^ robe of moral 
right^oufnefs, in their reprefentativd-head, 
Adam, while he flood in the ftate of in- 
docence. But upon his firft fin, they 
loft it, and became naked; and as fuch, 
were expofed to the wrath of a fin-reveng- 
ing God. AtA this was the cafe of the 
eleft of God, as well as others^ a's they 
flood related to the firft Adam, and con- 
fidered in the fall. But thefe being of 
old ordained td eternal life^ it was neceffary, 
that they fhould be completely righteous, 
that fo the law, and juftice of God, might 
not oppofe their enjoyment of eternal fal-' 
Vation. And in order to make them fo, 
Ghrift, the' fecond Adam, obeys the law 
perfeftly for them, in ftich a manner, as 

' C 
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they, by reafoD of fin, were utterly in- 
capable of. Whereby he wrought out for 
them a righteoufnefs, that \yas every way 
as large, and fpotlefs, as that which they 
had in their firfi; head, Adam, before his 
fall : yea, in fuch a manner, as to make 
them a righteoufnefs, that is every way 
anfwerable to his own fuperidf glory, as 
the fecond Adam, the Lord from peaven; 
and to their tranfcendent relation unto 
him, their heavenly head,* as fuch. The 
firft Adam's righteoufnefs, was a bright 
garment, that was every way fitted, to 
make creatures ftand before God, with 
acceptance, in th^ enjoyment of Eden's 
blifs, or the natural happinefs of an earthly 
paradifaical ftate ; but the fecond Adam's 
righteoufnefs, is an outfliining, glorious 
robe, that is every way fitted, to make 
all thofe who are clothed with ^t, to ftand 
before the face of God, or in his imme- 
diate prefence, with the higheft acceptance, 
in the enjoyment of the heavenly paradife, 
or third heaverCs glory. The finite glory 
of the firft Adam's righteoufnefs, was 
changeable in itfelf, and might be loft; 
and accordingly it was : but the infinite 
glory of the. righteoufnefs of the fecond 
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Adam, is abfolyteiy unchangeable in it* 
felf,- can never fade, or be loft, but en- 
dureth for ever. It is a durable^ an ever- 
lajiing righteoufnefi^ thlt will abide the 
fame, in all the immenfe glories of it, 
thrdfugh all the fuceeffi ve ages of time, 
and to theendlcfs ages of eternity. Riches 
■and honour are with nie^ fays our Lord ; 
^yea^ durable riches and righteoufnefs^ Prov. 
'viii. 18. And, Ifa. li. 6. Lift up your 
eyeis to the hedveris^ fays he ; and look upon 
the earth beneath : for the hdW&efis fhall va- 
nifh away likefmoke^ and the earth fhall wax 
old as a garment^ and they that dwell there- 
in^ fhall die in like manner i but my falvation 
fhall be for ever, (here is falvation in thii 
right eoufnefs, and there is none in any 
other) and my righteoutfnefs , fhall not be 
abolfjhed. Ho^ well, then, are they dreff, 
who are cloathed with this glorious, un- 
changeable, everlaftlng robe ! ' And how 
miferably apparelled are thofe wretched 
fouls, who feek to adorn themfelveswith 
the filthy rags of their own righteoufnefs ; 
which can never make any foul righteous 
in the fight of God ! Yov^as by one man^s 
difobedience, many were made finners ; fo^ by 
the obedience of one ^ fhall many be maderigh- 
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tepuf^ Rom. v. 19 . As by th^ 4ifrMi9r9cjs 
of one man, Adam^ many^ p, ^. *U his no- 
/«rtf / pofterify^ wen madejtnners ; £p,'by the 
obedience of one^ Lfirdjefus Chrift^fiall numy 
[i . e, all hisjpiritualfeedj'] be n^ad^ righteeus, 
^ut thjus much fhaU fuffcc, 2^s ito.tho (rft 
branch of Chrift*s obedience^ or his %diivf 
obedience to the law's reqwr^pients ; 
whSreby he make^ ajl his fofitmfy righ- 
teoirt, to the utmoft perfeftiqoi and 
higheft glory, in the eye of the holy law, 
and flricl jfiftice of God. 

2 • The fajftve obedience of Jcfu9. Chrift, 
is ainother part of his righteoufatfs, which 
was abfolutely fieceffary to make ^s conti- 
pletely righteous in the fight of God, with 
refped to the negative part of the law's 
righteoufnefsj which, as was faid, cpq* 
fifts, in the not doing of (hofe things 
which the law forbids. And s^s wewere 
tranfgreffors of the law, we had 4o<^ 
thofe things which were forbid4^n>y th^ 
law; and on this account, juftly ^efprved 
its penalty. And therefore it was necef- 
fary, in order to fct us fre^ 'from guilt j 
condemnation, and wrath, that he {houl^l 
be made a Jin-offering^ and ^^ curfe for uSy 
and die in our ftead ; which, in infinite 
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grace^ he fubmitted to. And in thefc 
iufferings of his, his paiGve obedience 
confifted: , he became obedient unto deaths 
fven the death of the crofs, Phil. ii. 8. He 
WAS made Jin for us^ z Cor. v. 21.; and 
A cwft for us^ Gal. iii. 13.; and diedia 
our ftead, i Pet. iii. 1 8. And being an 
; infinite pcrfon, he was able by himfelf 
tJie facrifice of himfclf, to purge a%vay our 
ftns^ to overcome the curfe, to endure all 
that wrath which wasi due to us, till he 
had drank o£F that bitter cup, even to the 
laft drop of it J and, then, the law and 
jijUUce of God, being fully fatisfied, he 
was judicially raifed from the dead : God, 
th^ great creditor, fee him free, wh^n 
he fent an angel from heaven, as the mefp 
fenger of juftice, to roll away the Jione 
from ^hg door of the fepulchre : for, as he 
had made peace by hi^ blood, fo God, as the 
God of peace, brought him again from the 
dmd, through the blood of the everlajiing 
covenant ; and thereby did openly acquit 
him, as the great reprefentative of his 
people, in their name and room. For, as 
he was delivered for our offences, fo he was 
raifed agai^ for our jujlijication, Rom. iv. 25 • 
And thus by his pailive obedience, he 
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made us completely fi^teous in the fight 
of God, and in the eye of his holylai^^ 
with refped to the negative- part of its 
righteoufnefs, or the not doing of thofe 
things which it forbids; and as fpotle&i 
as if fin had never entered. He Ityoed us^ 
imd wajhed us from our fins in hisMJ&n hl^od^ 
Rev. i. 5« His blood cleanfeih us from all 
fin^ 1 John i. 7. And hence wc are faid 
to be jujlified by his blood j Kom* V. 9. ; 
and to havie redemption through his bloody 
even the forgivenefs of fins ^ according to the 
riches of the Father's grace; Iph. i. 7. 

In as much as the law and juftice of 
Cod, being fully fatisfied by his blood, 
Jiere;was a way opened, in which the ex- 
ceeding riches of divine grace might be 
extended unto us, in the forgivenefs of 
all our fins, with honour to all the divine 
perfeftions. In this^ God can be jufi in 
forgiving of fins ^ i John i. 9. And, with 
reverence be it fpoken, God could not 
rforgive fin without a fatisfadipn to his 
law and juftice, to the injury of his infi- 
nite holinefs, his unchangeable truth, 
and flirift juflice. No; the. glory of in- 
finite grace, and boundlefs mercy, might 
not be advanced, to the eclipfing of any 
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of the divine perfeaions. If it had been 
pofiihle, that all the perfeftions of God 
could have been glorified, in the falvation 
of finners, without the blood of Chrift's 
crofs, he had never given up the darling 
of his foul, unto the ftroke of his juftice. 
But it was not fojftble ; and therefore tht 
cup might not fafs from him^ without his 
drinking it.- — The kings of the earth, in- 
deed, to fhew their royal grace^ do fome- 
times pardon malefa<^or^, who are juftly 
condemned by the laws of the kingdom ; 
ahd herein it is true, the clemency of the 
prince is difplayed, but ftill, the law fuf- 
fers, and the prince's honour too, in rela- 
tion to it. And this, becaufe it is im- 
poflible for them to find out an expedient^ 
whereby the law's penalty might be en- 
dured, and the life of the tranfgreffor faved. 
But this kind of proceeding was altoge- 
ther incompatible with the honour of the 
divine Lawgiver, and with the dignity of 
his righteous law. And therefore his in- 
finite wifdom interpofed, and found out 
a way to punifli fin, and yet to fave the 
finner, to the harmonious glory of all his 
attributes. Aiid this is the great falvation^ 
we have by ChrifVs cr^fs. By the crofs 
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of Chrift, we are for ever delivered from 
all that wrath that was due to us on ac«* 
count of -our fin y and that in fuch a ^ajr^ 
which makes us /potle/s creatures is the 
eye of the law ; fd that it hath obthing 
to charge us wkh, as waihed in Chriil's 
blood, 'nor can ' thunder out any of its 
curfes againft us. For, being wajbed in 
this fount ain^ we are whiu as fmw ; yea, 
nvhiUr than the/now^ Pfal. li. 7. and hafv^ 
a negative righteouihefs, as large as all 
the prohibitions of God's extenfive law- 
And this is an unfpeakable privilege un^ 
to us, who are iinners, as confidered 'm 
curfelves. 

But then, if this negative righteoulheis, 
which we have by the pajftve obedience df 
our Lord, whereby we are freed from the 
law's curfe^ W2is all the righteouihefs we 
bad, we fhould not be completdiy righ- 
teous, with refpeft to the law's require- 
ments, or the fofttim part of the laVs 
righieoufnefs' ; and fp could not have a 
right to the hlejfings thereof: and there- 
fore, the a6lin:>e obedience of our Lord, 
or that perfeft obedience which be yielded 
to the law's requirements, through the 
whole courfe of his life, is an ^ntial part 
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<>f his rightcoufnefs, which was abfolutcly 
neceffary to make us perfeftly righteous, 
and fo (\xWy bhft^ accqrdingto theutmoft 
latitude of the law^ It is this that makes 
us^ fojiti'oely righteous : yea, it is this 
' that I look upon to be, in the moft ftrifit 
and proper fenfe, his righteoufnefs. It is , 
this that makes us beautiful, glorious 
creatures, in the eye of God, and of his 
holy law; as beautiful and bright, as 
righteous Adam was, in his paradifaical 
ftate ; yea, traufcendently more beautiful 
and glorious : for, as was faid, that great 
obedience, which our Lord yielded to the 
divine law, was every way anfwerable to 
the tranfcendent dignity of his perfon, as 
God-man; and £a muft needs have a 
tranfcendency of glory in it, infinitely 
beyond what was poffible to be found 
in the moft perfeft obedience of all the 
creatures. Does the law require us to 
love the Lord our God with aill our heart, 
foul, and ftrength ? Does it require us 
always J thus to do? We are yxVtfuch in 
Chrift, as it requires us to be ; and have 
fuch a conformity thereto, that it can 
find no fault with, but every way approves 
of, and is fatisfied with. Yea, fuch a 
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conformity, that not only pays the law 
its due, and whatever it can demand of 
, the moft perfeft creatures ; but that hath 
a redundancy J . an overplus, or more than 
enough in it. So that in this righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift, we are not only made 
perfeftly righteous, in a law-fenfe, ac- 
cording to the glory of the firft Adam's 
ftate ;' but fuperlatively righteous, every 
way anfwerable to the fuperior dignity of 
the new Adam's perfon, and the tranfcen- 
dent glory of his heavenly ftate. And 
we being fore • ordained to a participation 
hereof, it was neceffary that we Ihould 
have fuch a righteoufnefs, that would fit. 
us to ftand for ever in the prefence of 
Jehovah, with the higheft acceptance, as 
the objefts of his eternal complacency. 

Thus it appears^ that the active and 
fajjive obedience of our Lord, or both 
theie branches of his righteoufnefs^ were 
abfolutely neceffary, to make us com- 
pletely righteous in the fight of God, and 
of his holy law. And though thefe two 
parts of his obedience canpot be divided^ 
yet they may be diftlngui/hed : divided 
they cannot be, inafmuch as that foul, 
who is wajhed from fin in his bloody or by 
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his pafiive obedience, * is alfo made rigbte'- 
ous by his active obedience ; and whoever 
is made righteous by his aftive obedience, 
is likewife vo/aidc ffotlefs by his blood. On , 
which account, the bleflednefs of a jufti- 
fied ftate is fomctimes cx;preffed by one 
fart of his righteoufnefs, and fometimes 
by the other. But though they cannot 
be divided^ yet they may, and muft be 
diftinguijhed : forafmuch as by his fajjive 
obedience, we are more properly difcharg- 
ed from guilty and freed from the curfe ; 
and by his ^z^SiW obedience? we are more • 
properly made righteous^ and inherit the 
bkffing. And both thefe farts of our 
Lord's obedience, make up that one rigb- 
teou/ne/s of his, whereby we are jujlified in 
the fight of God; or, which is the matter 
of 2 finner's juftification before God. , 

And as the complete obedience of Chrift, 
in both its part s^ is tht matter oi jujlifica' 
tiorij or of the juftifying righteoufnefs of 
a finner before God ; fo it ftands aloney as 
fucbj in its own coroprehenfive glory, 
£xclufive of ail the creature's woris^ whe- 
ther before, or after its regeneration by 
the Spirit of God. As, Rom.iv.6. £ven 
as David alfo defcrjibetb the bleffednefs of the 
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nan unto iphtmi God imputetb rigbteoitfnefs 
without works. This righteoufhels, which 
is here faid to be without works, is the 
obedience of Jefus Chriil ; which is the 
juftifying righteoufaefs of a finner ; and 
is fo complete in itfelf, that nothing can be 
added to it, to make it niCH*e fo* All the 
works of the creature, fince the fall^ are 
imperfefl ; and therefore, utterly unfit to 
be its juftifying righteoufnefs before God, 
either in whole, or in part. , It is impof* 
fible, that an imferfeSl obedience caa 
* make the perfon that performs it perfectly 
righteous ; and fuch is the infinite purity 
of God's nature, and the itridne^ of his 
jufiice, that he can accept of nolhing for 
righteoufnefs^ that is not perfeftly conform- 
. ed to the ruleoi it, in his holy law. And 
. therefdre our own obedience cannot be 
^ the whole of out righteoufnefs before God : 
nor can it be any part of it ; becaufe, 
that which is wholly imperfed, can be no 
part of perfe<ftion. 

The beft moral performances, that a 

\., perfon is capable of, while in an unrege^ 

"nerate fiate, fall far fliort of that perfe^ 

. riffHeoufnefs which the law requires; and 

therefore cannot be pleafing unto God, 
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and accepted by him as A^db} and fbthe^ 
cannot make the perfon acq^ptaUe in his 
fight^ that perfonns theoi. Whenderit 
is, that they that are in tb^fiejby :(or in i 
ftate of unrcgencracy) caV'tioi fleafe God^ 
Rom. viii» 8. For without rjaitb it is im* 
fojjible to fleafe foinij HcK xi. 6. The 
chitf. end of every natuiral man, in ddingf 
good works, is to make himfelf rigbteouf 
in the fight of God ; and a^^ji^e brings his 
own rifi^hteoUfhefs to make:iiim accepfedj 
which tails fo far fliort of what God's law 
requires^ it is impoflible that he fhouid be 
pkajing^tolmi^ ox juftijied.hj him. So 
that the works of tiie creature, while in^ 
an unregenerate ftate, ciin be no part of 
that righteoufnefs, which makes a finner 
juft in the fight of God. , 

And as for thofe v>drh of the creature, 
which are done after it v&born from above, 
though they are indeed pleafing, and ac« 
ceptable unto God, by Chrift, in point 
of filial obedience^ yet not in point of juf- 
tiiymg rigbieou/ne/s: nor doth fuch a 
foul perform them for that end. No; 
jthe foul that is bom again, that has faith 
in Jefus, vbrings nothing for its acceptance 
with God^ and jujiification in his fight. 
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%ut the tighteaujkefs of Chrill: and- with 
this God the leather ifc fo Wbll pleafed^ 
4s it anfwers the glorious perfediens of 
iiii^ nature, and all the requirements of 
JUs holy law, that he cannot 4>u^ accept 
fitch a foul> and pronounce It righteous, 
to the utnaoft perledton, in that glorious 
^ghteoufnefe it^ faith lays hold of, and 
pleads befok-e him. Thus its ferfon is 
accepted: and where God ^ accepts the 
<perfon,- he accepts the works of that per- 
ibn \ as Gen. iv. 4. And the ^Lord had 
tefpedl untb Abel^and taMs ifferingf Firft 
to AbePs perfin^s and then to his' offering. 
iAnd the reafoti why God had refpeft un- 
to him, andtO'his oflering,^ was becaufe 
he had fai'tk in the Mefftah, who was to 
come ; and looked for all his acceptance 
-with God j in Cbrijiy the promifed Jeed. 
As, Heb. xi. 4. By faith Abel offered unto 
God a more excellent /acrijke than Cain. 
His faith brought Chrijl^ typified Out in 
ihat offerings for the acceptance of his 
ferfon^ in point of righteoufnejs^ with God ; 
andthatyji^rj/fi:^, tobe accepted byChrift, 
in point of iHLiJL obedience: and fqboth 
found the higheft acceptance with God. 
And thus all the good works of the new** 
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born, bemg done in faith, are acceptable 
unto Cod, by Chnft^ but not in point of 
righteoaCdefs; nor do they perform them 
for that end.. The good works pf a re- 
generate per£bn ar^ indeed of a mote e;^- 
cellent kind^ than can poffibly be perfomved 
by any natural man ; inafmuch as they 
fpring from a principle of true love to 
God in the heart, have an higher con* 
formity to the perfed rule of his holy law, 
and the end of them is the glory of God 
in Chrift. But yet, they are not without 
Jin; they have much imperfedipn in 
them, and need waihing in the blood of 
Chrifty in order to their acceptance with 
God, in point of obedic^ice. And being 
thus imperfed in themfelves, they caa be 
no part of that perfeft righteoufnefs, whicjii 
is the matCer of a iinner's juftification in 
th,e fight' of God. 

Thus it appears, that all the works of 
the creature, both in a regenerate, as wgU 
as in art unregenerate flate, are altogether 
unjit to be the Matter of its righteoufnefs^ 
before God; and therefore muft needs 
fiand excluded from being any foft 
thereof. 

Befides, it was not becoming the infi* 
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nite wifdom of Tehovah, . to appaint any- 
other obedtence^ for a juftifying righte* 
oufnefsy than that which; is abfolutety 
perfeft, which his holy law can approve 
-oU and his ftrift juftice accept; and ac- 
cordihgly , he hath appointed no other. 
And on this account alfo> all the works 
of the creature, .ft^nd excluded from be- 
ing any part of its juftifying righteoufncfs. 
As .they are altogether un^t, in them- 
fdves, to be the ipatter of it ; fo they 
were never appointed for this end. No; 
God hath appointed the obedience of his 
Son, to be the only juftifying righteouC- 
nefe of ^ finner ; and this, as was faid, 
; is fo complete in itfelf, that nothing can 
* be added to it, to make its glory more 

^ full. 

^ • • - 

It is impoffible, that o\xt imperfeS obe- 
dience fliould make Chrift's more perfed : 
yeay was ours abfolutely /^^r/ir/?, yet could 
it add no ferfedlion to his. Chrift^s righ- 
teoufnefs, has all perfedions in it, both 
created and uncreated ! And what can 
be added to that which is infinite? and 
foch is the glory of Chrift 's righteoufnefs ! 
Would it not then be a difgrace to this 
fpU, this glorious robe, to tack any part 
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of th« crcature^s obedieQce to it, was it 
ever fo ferfe^ ? How much more then 
is» it fo, to join our imperfsd obedience, 
the filthy rags of a finiier's righteoufnefs, 
to the fpotlefs obedience, the infinitely 
glorious righteoufnefs of the Son of God ! 
Would it not be a difgrace to the creature- 
Jun^ to pretend to fet a candle by its bright 
body, to make its light more glorious f 
Much more is it fo to -Chrift, the fun of 
righteoufnefs^ to prcf exid to join the dim 
light of our obedience with his, as if this 
could add to its infinite glory ! No, no ; 
let Chrift fland akne^ in that exalted fphere, 
where his Father has placed him, and 
for ever fhine forth in the peculiar glory 
of his own great name, the Lord our 
RIGHTEOUSNESS ! whilc all the iQnumer-^ 
able multitude of the faved ones, for 
ever bow down, with the deepeft adora- 
tion ; rgoicing to be made perfectly glo- 
rious, and cverlaftingly bleCTed, by the 
i^efplendent rays of his infinite brightnefs 
caft upon them 1 while wondering an- 
gels aifift the joy, and join the praiife, to 
the todlefs ages of a bleft eternity ! 

But ftay, my foul, thou art yet in the 
body; and inuft wait a while, for the 

' E 




34: Of the Matter Se6^. !• 

glory of that bright day, when, in hea- 
venly raptures, and endlefs praifes, thou 
wilt fing the LamVs new fong ; proclaim- 
ing him worthy to have all the glory of 
thy falvatioHj who has loved thee^ and 
wajhed thee frorjd thy ftns in his own blood ; 
and made thee fpleiididly glorious, by 
the refulgent rays of his own infinite righ- 
teoufnei'si which he hath caft upon thee, 
and with which he furrounds thee I And 
mean while, though thou art overfpread 
with fin, death, and darkhefs in thy felf ; 
yet lift up thy head, rejoice in thy Saviour, ' 
and praife t^e Lord thy righteousness^ 
to the utmofi; of thy prefent ability, and 
thy little fl:rength ; and humbly make thy 
boajl in him all the day long ; even all 
this fliort fpace of thy mortal life, until 
the days of eternity come on ; and then^ 
thou QidXtfee him as he is, and praife him 
as thou wouldefl:, in thofe heights of 
glory and blifs, which are yet unknown 1 
in that mount of vifion, from whence 

♦ 

thou flialt never cpme tiown ! — But, to 
return from this digreffion. . 

The obedience of Chrift, as the jufti- 
fying righteoufnefs of a finner, being fo 
prftil in itfelf, that nothing can be added 
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to it, by any of the crcTLtdrc^s, obedience, 
to make its glory more full ; yea, fo per- 
feft, that the higheft obedience of a crea- 
ture, were it poffible that it could be 
joined with it, would be but a difgrace 
to its infinite glory: what faint then is 
there, that would defire to be found in 
any other righteoufnefs, for his juftifying 
drefs before God ? I am fure, to a man 
of them, they are all of Job's mind, who, 
though he were perfect, yet would not know 
his foul I hut defpife his life. Job ix. 21. 
He law fuch a trarifcendent glory in his 
Redeemer's righteoufnefs, that though his 
own were perfeft, he: would not know 
^ his foul ; that is, he would not approve 
of his own obedience, as his juftifying 
drefs before God ; but would defpife his 
life, or thofe, his fuppofed^ perfeft works, 
to which the law's promife of life is an- 
^nexed; and chufei to be found in Chrlirs 
righteoufnefs, for all his acceptance with 
God j that fo he might enjoy that fuperior 
life, glory, and bleflednefs, which are only 
to be had in and through Chrift. And 
of this mind Was the apoftle Paul, Phil, 
iii. 7, 8, 9. He counted all his birth- 
•privileges, and his legal performances, 
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both before^ and after his regeneration^ 
to be but lofs and 'dungy for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Chrijl ; that fo he might 
be found in hiniy and his righteoufnefsy not 
having on his owm And all the faints 
are of this mind ; they are fuch that rejoice 
in Chriji Jefus^ and have no confidence in the 
flefh; As, verfe 3. . 

And as the complete obedience of Jefus 
Chrift, is the matter of a iinner's juftifi- 
cation before God, exclufive of all its 
own works; fo, all along^ throughout 
the whole gofpel^ it Hands oppofed to the 
works of the law, or our own obedience to 
the law ; this alone, having the broad 
feal of heaven, the iiamp of divine au- 
thority upon it for this end. And bad 
it not been thus, there could have been 
no falvation for any one foul. And 
therefore the apoftle Paul, when he pro? 
fefleth himfelf not to be afhamed of the 
go/pel of Chrifl ; becaufe it is the power of 
God unto falvation, Rom. i. 16 • gives 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift, as the reafoa 
of all that falvation,. which this powerful 
gofpel brings to poor finners, verfe 17. 
For therein [1. e; in the gofpeQ is thw 
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rightiotj/rUfs flf God revealed from fditb h 
faith. '. 

This righteoufnefs, which is iiere (fk)fe* 
en of, ia the righteoufnefs of Jefas Chtift * . 
^Hd it is ftyled, the righteoufne/s 9f God ; 
I . Becaufe, it was of God the FatheT'si 
cfoBtriviHg, for the joftificatioti afki fal- 
yatiod of his people. 2 . Of his appoint* 
mg for that end. 3* Of his rt^^e^Ving. 
And) 4* Of his acceptifigw^-Again, it ii 
ftykd, th rightemffmfs of God ; becaufe 
the XcJrd Jefus Chrift, the perfoti who 
wrought it out, is God equal with xht 
Father, and has alt the eflential p^erfediofiS 
of ^^ Godhead id him. 

And thus, in all refpedts, . it d<;notes, 
the gloty and excellency of this^ rightouf- 
»cfr, and the fufficiency of it, for the 
juftifitltion of a finner. Thus, chap. iii. 
flo, ii4 "Therefore by the d^eds of the latd 
there /hall no flejb be jujlified in his fight ; 
fot^ by the law is the inowledg0 of fin. In 
this verfe, all the creature^s obedience, 
fiands fbrever excluded, as its juilifying 
ri^htcou£ne(s before God *, and therefore, 
if there had not been a better Tighteouf* 
nefs provided, there could have been no 
falvation for one finn^. But, in the 
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next verfe, the falvation of God revealed' 
in the glorious gofpel, is^ brought in with . 
an adverfative,: a but. But h&tjLf the rigb^ 
teoufn^s jofGod ivithout the Imv is tnanifejl" 
ed ; being ivitnejfed by the Icfw and the 
frephets. 

This righteoufnefs is faid to be mani* 
fejiedj and now- to be manifefted ; that is, 

. by the blefled gofpU and the difpenfation 
thereof,' which brought life and immortality 
to lights thereby, for poor finhers. And 
this righteoufoefs pi God, is^ faid to be 
without the law ; that is, without our <?- 
bedience to the law. But though, as if 
the apoftle fhould fay, this righteoufnefc 
of God, by which a finher is juftified 

- and faved, is altogether without the law, 
the works of the law, or the creatures 
obedience to it; yet is not the /^jw, hereby, 
fet afide, or made void, but completely 
fulfdled. It is fuch a righteoufnefs^ that 
though it is not ^ the law, nor of the 
law's bringing to. Tight; yet now it is ma- 
nifefted by X^^ gofpel^ the law approves of 
it, as that which anfwers all its demands, 
and fatisfies it to the full. The law bears 
witnefs of it as current coin, that pays it 
all itSt due, even , to a mighty overplus. 
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And therefore, when free-grace juftifies a 
'finner, in this righteoufnefs, that perfon 
" is pronounced righteous, as a doer of the 
law ; for none but the doers of, the law can 
be jujlified^ Rom. ii. ij. And as none 
can keep the law in their own perfons, and 
fo cannot be juftified by their ov/n obedi* 
ence; fo thofe who arc juftified in ChrtJVs^ 
the right eoufnefs of the law^ is faid to be 
fulfilled m them, Rom. viii. 4. 

And as this righteolifnefs of God, ma- 
nifeftcd by the gofpel, is witneffed to hy ^ 
the law^ as being every way fuch tibat it 
requires ; fo likewife, it is no new, ftrange 
thing, that was never heard of in the 
world, before the gofpel, as a diffenfation^ 
entered ; for it is witneffed by the prophets. 
Thus it was foretold, what the language 
of all that are Chrift's fhould be, as they 
came up in the fucceffive ages of time; 
who, one by one, even every one for , 
themfelves, fhould fay. In the Lord have 
I right eoufnefs y Ifa. xlv, 24. And thus 
the Lord himfelf fpeaks concerning his 
people, chap. liv. 17. No weapon that is 
formed againft thee Jhall pro/per ; and every 
tongue that Jhall rife againji thee in judgment^ 
fhalt thou condemn^ This is the heritage of 
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tbiJirvani^oftbehoKD^ and their rigUe' 
(tt^uefs h <f m9 fakh the honD* Thus, 
i^. livL 12, 1 3. Hearten unto me^ yeftout" 
hearted^ that are far from righteoufnefs . 
I bring near my rigbteoufnefs ; . dndmyfaU 
vation flmU mt tarry. And, thus it was 
predicled, concerning the Me/ftahy as his 
peculiar work, to Jinijh tranfgrejfton^ t9 
make an end ofjin^ to make reconciliation for 
iniquity) and to bring in everlajiing righte* 
oufne/jy Dan* ix* 24. And^ to mention 
no more. This is his name whereby he fhall 
he called^ The LoRd our Righteousness, 
Jipr, xxiii. 6.-*^Thus the rigHteoufnefs of 
God (the complete obedience of Jefus 
Chrift) without the law (or exclufive of 
all the creature's works) being manifeft- 
cd, by the gofpel, is witneffe4 by the 
law and the prophets, as the only jufl;i- 
fying righteou&efs of a finner before God. 
- — And fo much for the firft thing propofed, 
viz. the matter oi jujiification* 
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S E G T. II. 

0/ the Manner of Jnjiif cation. 

Kbm. iv. 6. 1. 17. x. 10. 

*' God imputeth righteoufnefs without works.^^ 
The righteoufnefs of God is revealed Jrom 
faith to faith. — ffiV^ the heart man be 
lieveth unto righteoufnefs. 

TH E manner of juftification is like- 
wife to be confidered. And this 
is two-fold ; and has refped, v. Unto 
God. And, 2. Unto ourfelves, 

* 

L With refpeft unto Cod, the manner 
of the jujlification of a finner is by impu-- 
tation* And this ftands, in God's reckon* 
ing^ or accounting^ and pronquncing of a 
finner righteous, in the righteoufnefs of 
his Son^ And thus it ftands oppofed to 
a perfon's being righteous by inhefton^ and 
by his own performances^ as Adam was 
before his fall. The la\v of God requires 
perfeA righteoufnefs, both in heart and 
life, in the creature that would be jufti- 
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fied by it; and it can juftify fuch an one, 
and no other. But fince the fall, neither 
Adam^ nor any of his fofterity^ were le- 
gally righteous in themfelves ; and fo 
could not be juftified by their own righ- 
teoufnefs. Fo^ , in this fenfe, there is none 
righteous^ [z. e. legally righteous in them- 
felves, and by their own performances] 
no not 07ie^ Rom. iii. 10. And therefore 
by the deeds of the lawj noflejh can he juf 
tified in the fight of God^ ver. 20. All have 
finned^ and come Jbort of the glory of God ^ ver. 
23.; and fo are fliut up under the curfe of 
his rightepus law, aud bound over to his 
wrath, in the fentence thereof; and fo 
there is no life for a finner by the law: it 
cannot juilify, but muft <:ondemn an 
unrighteous perfon. But the gofpel re- 
veals arighteoufnefsofGod's providing^; 
wherein a finner may be perfeftly righte- 
ous in the eye of his holy law and ftrid 
juftice; and accordingly juftified and faved 
unto life eternal. And this, as was faid, 
is the righteoufnefs of Chrift, which God 
the Father reckoru^ or imputes to a poor 
finner as its own. He puts, or placeih; 
Chrift's righteoufnefs to the ^Wfr*i ; gj^' 
count; as he put, or placed, his fin vl^^y 

• Rom. i. i6j 17. ' iiv.; ' 
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Chrift's fcore: As 2 Gor, v. 21, For he 
hath fnade him to be Jin for usy who kneiv 
no ftn; that we, might be made the righte- 
ou/he/s of God in him. Chrift knew no 
fin, either by inhefion, or commiffion ; 
and yet God the Father put, or placed, 
the fins of his people to his account, im- 
puted them unto him, and fo made him 
fin for us ; that fo we, who know no 
righteoufnefs, might be made the righte- 
oufnefs of God in him, by having his 
righteoufnefs put, or placed, to us as ours, 
and we pronounced righteous therein; 
even perfectly fo, merely by imputation. 
And as it was a righteous thing with God, 
to impute the fins of his people unto Chrifl, 
becaufe of his voluntary undertaking fpr 
them, as their Surety, in the everlafting 
covenant, to take their debts upon him- 
felf, and pay them to the full ; fo likewife, 
it is a juft, and equitable thing with God, 
to impute the righteoufnefs of his Son to 
his people ; becaufe it was performed by 
him for them, as their reprefentative, in 
their room and ftead: and accordingly, 
he doth impute it unto them, an4 tljere- 
by make them juft, and pronoiiiiiQe them 
rig]^i|gaus in his fight. And this is ^he 
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only way, whereby a fitiner cari be made 
righteous before God, viz. by his imput- 
ing a complete righteoufnefs to it, which 
the foul itfclf puts not fo much as the leaft 
finger to the performance of; but is 
wholly wrought out for it by another. 
As Kom. iv. 6. Even as David alfo defcrib-' 
eth the bkjfednefs of the man unto whom God 
IMPUTETH righteoufnefs without works. 

And as God imputes the righteoufnefs 
of his Son to poor finners, that have none 
in, or of themfelves, and can be juj} ifi 
juftifying them in this way; in as much 
as this righteoufnefs is fuch an one, that 
every way anfwers the perfect purity of 
his nature, and righteous law, and was 
wrought out on purpofe for them; fo, in 
juftifying a finner in this way, he difplays 
the exceeding riches of his grace. It was 
free grace that contrived and appointed 
this righteoufnefs for a finner ; free grace 
that accepted of it for him, when per- 
formed ; and it is free grace that imputes 
it to him, puts it upon him, or makes 
him righteous therein. Hence we are faid 
to be juflified freely by his grace^ through 
the redemption that is in Chrijl Jefus, Rom. 
iii« 24. And to have redemption through 
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bh bloody the forgivenefs of Jins (which is 
one part of juftification) according io tht 
rkhfs of his grace^ Eph. i. 7. . 

The %atter of j uftificatiqn, or of th6 
juftifying righteoufnefs of a finner before 
Qod, as was before obferved, is the righ- 
tcotifnefs of Chrift^ or his jictivc and pat 
five obedience ; and the manner of God's 
juftifying a finner, by the imputation of 
this righteoufnefs, regards both. God 
imputes the pajftve obedience of Chrift uhto 
the foul, or his being obedient unto deaths 
even the death of the crofs ; whereby he fa-^ 
tisfied juftice, and thereby difcharges it 
from all guilty and jFreely forgives all its 
fins^ And he likewife imputes, his aBive 
obedience, or the obedience of Chrift's 
life, to the foul ; whereby he makes^ aftd 
declares it to be righteous in his fight: 
And in l?oth refpe^s, there is the moft' 
bright difplay of the exceeding riches of his 
grace. And therefore the righteouftiefe 
of Chrift, by which a finner is jiiftified^ 
is faid to be a gifty zfree gift, and a gift 
hy grace: As Rom. v. 15, 16, 17. But 
not as the offence ^ fo alfo is the free gifti 
For if through the offence ^of one^ many be 
dead; much more the grace of God^ and tht 
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gift by grace J which is by one man^ J^fo^ 
Chrift^ hath abounded unto many. And mt 
as it was by one that finned^ fo is the gift : 
for the judgment was by one to condemna* 
tion ; but the free gift is of many offence f 
unto jujlifcation: fpr^ if by one man* s offence j 
death reigned by one ; much nwre they which 
receive abundance of grace ^ and of the gift 
of righteoufnefs ^ Jhall reign in life by one^ 
Jefus CAr//?.-i—Thus the manner of a fin- 
ner*s juftification, with refpeft unto God, 
is by imputation, or the imputation of 
Chrift's righteoufnefs to him, by God the 
Father, of the freeft grace. And, 

II. With refpeft unto «j, the manner 
oi jujlif cation is by faith* And here I 
flbiall {hew, briefly, i . What kind of faith, 
juftifying faith is. 2. How this faith 
acls towards its proper objefts. And, 
3. How, or in what refpefts, thejuftifi- 
cation of a finner is by faith. I fliall be- 
gin to fiiew, 

I/?, What kind of faith, juftifying faith 
is. And in order hereto, fhall obferve, 
I. What it is not. And, 2. What it is. 
And, , . ^ 

I . Juftifying faith, is not a mere hifio- 
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rical faith, or a bare aflent to the truth 
of Chrift's coming into the world to be 
the Slviour of men, of his dying for fin- 
ners, of his riling from the grave, and 
.of his coming again at the laft day, to be 
the Judge of quick and dead. This is no 
more than the devils have, who believe, 
and tremble; and no more than what thou- 
fands may have, where the gofpel comes, 
and ytt die in their ftnsy and j>^riih for 
ever. But, 

2. Juftifying faith, is a Jpecial fdith, 
that is peculiar to God^s eleSl ; and there- 
fore ftyled, the faith of God* s eledy Tit.i. i. 
And though this faith is called common 
faith ^ ver. 4. ; yet this phrafe denotes no 
more, than that it is common to all the 
elect of God; and is not to be underftood, 
as if it was common to others, together 
with them. It is likewife ftyled precious . 
faith ^ 2 Pet. 1. i. To them that have ob"^ 
tained like precious faith with us. And it 
is faid to be a gift of God's free grace, to 
the faved ones, Eph. ii. 8. That fame 
free grace, that gives them falvation, as 
the end of their faith ^ gives them faith 
as a means to that end. This gift of juf- 
tifying faith, fprings out of, the grace of 
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eledbion ; and therefore it is faid, Afts 
xiii. 48. Jx rmny as were ordained to eiem 
nal Hfey believed. . And to depote the fpe^ 
ciality of its kind, it is faid to be the faith ef 
the operation o/God^ mho raifed Cbrifi from 
the dead J Col. ii. 12. Aod.to he effeded 
by the exceeding greatnefs of God's power ^ 
which he wrought in Chriji, when he raifed 
him from the dead, £ph i. 19, 20. But 
thus mucb as to the kind of j unifying faith. 
I come to Ihew, 

.2^/k> How this faith ads towards its 
proper objeSIs. The objefts of juftifying 
faith are, the perfon of Chriji in his death 
and refurredion, his blood and rigbteouf- 
nefs ; and God the Father^ in and through 
him, as juftifying the ungodly. Chrift 
is the immediate objed, and God in him 
the ultimate objeft of this juftifying faith. 
And how it acls towards thefe itsobjefts, 
I am now to fliew. But before I fpeak 
of its adsy I would juft give a hint of it 
as it is a principle : for, as in nature, there 
muft be life, . before motion ; fo it is in 
grace. 

Jufl;iiying faith, then, as it is a prin^ 
ct^le^ grows not in nature's garden, is not 
brou^g^t V^^^ t^^ world with us, nor ac- 
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quired by human endeavours; but is 

wrought in the foul, by the almighty 

energy of the Spirit of God, at the time 

of regeneration • And hieiice, the grace 

of faith is reekoQed up among the reft, 

as the fruit of the Spirit^ Gal# v. ^^^ 

Wheti I fay the priijciple of faith is 

wrought in the foul, by the Spirit of 

God, I intend thereby, his immediate ^' 

jiciency therein ; and hot to exclude the 

Father, and the Son^ from this great work. 

No ; all the three perfons in God, have 

a joint efficiency^ in the work of faith; and 

accordingly, it is afcjibed to them all: 

Sometimes to the Father^ fometimes to 

the Son^ and fometimes to the Spirit; be- 

caiife all have a joint hand therein. The 

Father works it by Chrift, Chrifi works 

it from the Father, and the Spirit works 

it from both. For, when the appointed 

time comes, that a vefTel of mercy is to 

be filled with th^ life of grace ; God the 

~ Father y the great husbandman^ cuts the 

foul off^ from the wild olive tree^ its old 

ftock, the firft Adam, and the old cove^- 

nanty and ingrafts into Chrift, the fccond 

Adam, the :good olive tree ; and thereby 

brings it under the new covenant, and 
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gives it a new life, the life of grace, from 
Chrift, its new and living root. And 
Chrijl, at the fame inftant apprehends^ oc 
lays hold on the foul, and fecretly unites 
himfelf to it ; and hereby communicates 
tliGjpint of grace, and the fpiritual life of 
grace unto it, out of his own fulnefs. 
And the holy Spirit of God, at the fame 
moment, being fent from the Father and 
the Son, takes poffeffion of the foul for 
Chrift, to form his image in it; and in- 
llantaneoufly gives it the life of grace, 
or a principle of every grjtce, and fo, in 
particular, of this grace of faith, by his 
o^n immediate efficiency. Thus this grace 
of faith5as 7iprinciple,\s cre^^d in the foul, 
by Father, Son, and Spirit; and, with 
refpeft to each of the Jacred 'three, is a 
work of almightinefs . But as the holy 
Spirit is the immediate efficient hereof,, 
fo, as I faid, this principle of faith is 
wrought in the foul, by his almighty e- 
nergy. ^nd this principle of faith, 
wrought in tlie foulj is a fpiritual ability 
to know Chrijl, and God in him, to have 
' communion with him, to receive all grace 
from him, and to give all glory to him. 
Hence, in its ads^ as it is a Chrift dif- 


.-•scar ^^^r-«? ■!'k» 


^Justification. 51 

earning faith, a ySw/ transforming faith, * 
2XX heart purifying faith; fo it is a working 
faith, it ivorketh by love: it unites the foul 
to the objefts beheld; it makes Chrijl, 
and God in him, precious to the foul ; it 
makes his promifes precious, his ordinanc- 
es precious, his commandments precious, 
his people precious ; and enables the foul 
to lay out itfelf for the glory of God, in 
all holy obedience: and while it thus 
walks in ivifdonfs nvays^ it finds them all 
ti) he fleafantnefs ^ and all her paths peace. 
But as I am not to fpeak of the acls o^t/*^" 
faith comprehenfively but only of thofe, 
which arc peculiar to it, 2lS jujlifying ; I 
Ihall pafs over thofe of its acls, whereby 
it is more properly called, uniting faith, 
fandlifying faith, and working faith; and 
fliall attend to the proper acls of jujlify- 
ing faith : for in thefe it worketh not at 
ail- 
Thus having hinted, how the principle 
of faith is wrought in the foul, and (Jiat 
it is a fpiritual ability to know, and obey 
God in Chrift ; I come now to fpeak of 
the aSls of this principle, as it is ftyled 
juflifying fdith y or to fliew, howjuftify- 
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• ing faith a^s towards ChriJIy and God ia 
Lim, its proper objefis. 

And in order to the adings of faith 
towards thefe its objefts, there muft be 
firft a revelation oi them. The principle 
of faith, as I have faid, is a fpiritual ability 
to know and obey Chrift, and God ia 
him; and the adings of this /r/n(://>/<?, to- 
wards its objfidsj differ from it, juft as 
the adions of the ^ye, in feeing an obje^^ 
differ from its />ow^r of fight ; and as the. 
action of the hand, in receiving a gift^ dif* 
ers from its power of reception. And as 
the eye^' in nature, though it be ever fo 
.good, cannot 'difcern an objeft, unlefs it 
is prefented before it, in lights theproper 
medium) whereby it may be beheld ; fo, 
neither can the eye of faith fee Chrift, un- 
lefs he is revealed to it, by his Spirit in his 
word. And as the hofnd, in nature, can- 
not receive ^gtft^ unlefs it is exhibited to 
it ; fo neither can the hand of faith, receive 
Chyrift, unlefs he is held forth thereto, and 
put into it by his Spirit and word. And 
therefore, fays our Lord, fpeaking of the 
holyGhofl^ he fh all glorify me; far hejfrall 
receive of mine ^ andfhatljhew it mfo you^ 
John xvi. 14. 
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Jijid f arflxer, in order to the revelation 

Qf Chrift, (for I begin withChrift, becaufe* 

he is the immediate dbjed oi faith) the 

holy Spirit of God, having wrought the 

principle of faith, .difcovers to the foul, 

its own miferal^le and wretched fiate by 

naliiire; as being under the guilt and 

power of fin, the curfe of God's law, and 

the due defert of his eternal vengeance. 

And this he doe§, by bringing the law 

home to the confcience, in its purity and 

fpirituality ; as it requires perfed^, uni- 

verfal, and perpetual obedience, in hearty * 

lip, and life ; and denbunceth wrath and 

death upon every tranfgrefibr, for the 

leaft failure herein. Whereupon, the 

foul receives a full convidion of its pre<« 

fent niifery, and of its utter inability to 

help, or deliver itfelf from it ; and ib it 

dies unto all hope of life by the law. And 

having fuch a clear difcernlng by faith, 

of the depth of its mifery, as it never 

before had, nor could have imagined, it 

cries out, as being in the greatefi diftrefs. 

What mujl I do to befaved? 

And now, the foul being ^ftck^ has a 
fenfible need of the fhyjician. And being 
htrthY prepared for the revelation of Chrift, 
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the holy Spirit reveals him to the fouI» 
and fets him before the eye of its faith, 
in all his fulnefs, as the great Saviom*, as 
every way fuitable to its cafe, as a mifer- 
able finner. And hereby he makes fuch 
an alluring difplay of his glory to it, that 
attracts the whole foul after him. And 
as he prefents the excellency of Chrift to 
the eye of faith, fo he convinces the foul 
of the abfolute neceffity of looking unto 
him alone, for all its falvation. As it is 
the command of God, that a perifliing 
finner, made fenfible of its mifery, ihould 
believe on the name of his Son jfe/us Chrift ; 
and as it is the declaratioil of heaven, 
that there is falvation in no other i^ either 
perfon, or thing, nor in any other way, 
than by faith in him ; whereupon, the 
foul feeing the mifery and damnation 
that will inevitably be the lot of all unbe- 
lievers, and the happinefs and falvation 
of all thofe who are enabled to believe 
in Chrift ; it attempts to put forth an aB 
of faith on him, for itfelf, being embol- 
dened herein by the command of God, 
and encouraged hereto by the indefinite 
fromifes of the gofpel. And though the 
foul feels its utter inability to put forth 
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an j^ of faith on Chrift, for itfelf, ty 
reafon of thofe weights which are upon 
it, thofe innumerable fins and fears which 
drag it downward towards defpair ; yet 
it is enabled fo to do, by the ^;g^^^^/w^ 
greatnefs of God* s power ^ according to thh 
ivorking^ the energy, or the prefent ex- 
erting <?/'Z^/V mtghiy power ^ which he wrought 
inChriJt^ when he raifed him from th^dead^ 
and fetMm at his fiwn right-^hand, &c. ^^ 
Eph. i. 19, 20; And as the foul is ena- ^ ^ ' 
bled to acl faith upon Chrijl; fo it is upon " ' 
him, as prefented in fome fromife^ or de- 
claration of the gofpel. For, as the Spirit^ j 
is the revealing agent ^ znd Chrijl the re-^' 
vealed obje^ ; fo the gofpel^ in the hand of 
the Spirit, is the revealing light ; in which 
faith's objed^ being prefented, it a6ls to- 
wards him as fuch, according to f he de- 
gree of the revelation made, and affiftance 
afforded, by that fovereign Lord, who, 
as he worketh herein, divideth to every 
man feverally as he will. 

And by the way, this fhews the woful 
ignoraiice of thofe perfons, who think 
faith is a light mattery and from thence 
are apt to fay. What? muft we do nothing 
to be faVed, tut juft believe? Thi$ is an 
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eafy thing indeed. But, ah! mifetable 

fouls, how wretched is their cafe who 

thus argue! This fliews them to be yet 

in the gall of bitternefs^ and in tbi bf^ds of 

iniquShr; that they never knew what tb<; 

pangs &f the new-b^rth, nor foul-^plung^ 

were : that they never experienced what 

' it is, for a foul* to have the^ guilt of fin 

/hanged honie upon- the confcietice, to 

have the curfes o^ the law roaring out a- 

2^^gainft it, and to be ftript naked of all 

:^ fetf-righteoufnefs and ftrengthj and^ in 

fucn a caie and time, to be called to put 

iM^rth an z,(k of fziith on Chrift for itfelf } 

jJL»d that they never knew, what power 

' tSr requifite, to enable a foul fo to do« 

Will aay fay it is an eafy thing to believe f 

Aye, fay I, fo it is, with fuch ?l faith 

that t|i0u^ds have, and yet ferifh*. 

With* fuch a faith ^ by which the foul 

ihelters itfelf under the falfe refuges of 

its own apprehended' rig^iteoufnefs and 

firength \ • while it wears its own garment^ 

and eats its o%0n breads u e. worlfs.for 

life^ or thinks to live upon its own eara- 

ings ; while it only makes mention of 

Chrift, and would be called by his name^ 

a Ghuftian, to take away its repro'ach^ 


■=r- ZZV 


^ JUSTIFfCATION. S7 

§ 

Jfa. iv. i. It is^n'cafy thing to Believe^ 

"With fuch zfaitbj that can only fiand in 

a ^alm ; but is it an eq/y thing to believe 

ia 7L flormf When the fiorm of God's 

apprehended wrath beats vehemently a- 

gaifift the foul ; then for it, in tlie £&ce 

of the tempejij to put forth an a^ of faith 

on Chrift for it/elf^, is thitf an eajy thingi 

If it is an e/tfy thing for zdead ipaQ to 

a<3v then it is an e^ thing for an unre* 

generate^ unquickened iovX^ to put forth an^; 

ail of faving Sfaith upon Chrift. If it 16 * '< 

• an eafy thing for a creature, in the utmoft 

%ueakru!fs^ to ipexiovtfx mighty aSfs; thpn, is * 

it an eafy thing, even for the new-bowr" 

foul, in all its felt weaknefs^ to put forth 

an oil oi faith on Chri^l for itfelf, in the 

depth of itsdiftrefs, which is fuch a mighty 

performance ? No ; this is a thing, quite 

out of the reach of all creatur empower. It 

is indeed eafy for a £bul, that has a prin- 

cipk of faving faith wrought in it, to put 

forth an ad: of faith on Chrift, when the 

power of God cuzhhs it thereunto; as eaJy 

as it is to breathe^ when refpirationis/r^^; 

as^^as it is for the eye to fee a prefented 

objeft, when it has a perfeftion of light^ 

and a plenitude of vijive fpirits ; and as 
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tafy as it* is for the hand to receive a gift 
that is put into it'; and for the foot to 
walk unto any defigned point of the com- 
pa(s, when both have a fulnefs oi life and 
fi>irihioY thofe motions: but otherwifc, 
to put forth an aft of faith, is quite oAt 
of the reach of the creature's ability. But 
to go on. 

It is a moft certain truths that nothing 
lefe than omnipotence is required to enable 
• a foul to put forth an aft of faith on Chrift, 
according to the degree of the revelation 
of him made unto it. If any thing lefs 
than almightitiefs could work faith, the 
power that enables a foul to believe would 
never have been fo aggrandized, as here, 
in this Efheftan text it is 5 where it is faid 
to be his^ *i. e. God^s power ; the great* 
nefs of his power ; and the exceeding great- 
nefs of his power ; an4 that fbuls believe, 
according to his mighty power, and td the 
working of' his mighty power, which he 
wrought, in Chrijl^ when he raifed him from 
the dead y and fet him at his own right-hand 
in the heavenly places^ &c. 

Our Lord, by the almighty power of 
God, had a double refurreftiori from the 
dead ; and fo have his people, in confer- 
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Baity to him. He had firft a refurreclion 
of his foul, from under all that guilt, 
wrath, aiid death which he endured for 
us; when the fufferings of Ks foul being 
fintjhed^ and divine juftice, in that regard, 
fatisfied, the joys of his Father's favour, 
and of his being the God of peace, both 
to him and his, broke out upon his fpirit, 
like the fun from under an eclipfe, and 
raifed him up to that life of joy, in which 
he cried out, // is Jinijhedl Whereupon 
he cemmended his triumphant Spirit into 
the hands of his Father y bowed the head^ 
and gave upthe-GhaJl^ — And again, he 
had a refurre<9:ion of his hody^ from under 
the dominion of death and the grave; 
when,, in his whole perfon, he was openly 
difcharged from all the debts which his 
people owed, and which he had taken 
upon himfelf to pay ; and as having done 
it,, was pubUcly juftified, and entered up- 
on endlefs life and glory, in their room 
and ftead. — Thus Chriji^ by the power of 
God, had a double refurreftion ; and fp 
have his people : for, by virtue of their 
union with him, they have a conformity 
to him. 

They have firft a refurredion of their 
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f(fuls ; when^ by the mighty power of 
God, they are raifed tip from under aS 
guilt, wrath, and death iu the consciences 
unto faith in Jefils; whereby they recieive 
a'full difcharge from all fin, a right and 
title to endlefs life and glory, and fettter 
into the prefent life of a j(>yfiil perfuafioi^ 
thereof; which is the firft fruit of that 
full harveft of joy and glory, refervcd for 
them, when they Ihall enter into life e- 
ternal. — And again, they fliall have a re^ 
furreiftion of their todies^ at Chrift's fecond 
coining ; they fliall b^ openly difcharged 
from all firf, and publicly pronounced 
righteous; and^asfuch, called to inherit 
the kingdom which is prep€i,Yed for them,^«-- 
Thus the refurreftion of Chrift*s people, 
in general, bears an analogy with hisj 
and ih particular the reful^reftion of theit 
fouls '^ when firft raifed up unto faith in. 
him, as dying for their fins> d)id raifed 
again for their juftifcation ; and is eflfefted 
by the iztitc tfiighty power of God^ which 
he wrought in Chrifi^ when he raifed him 
from the de^d; according to 'that propor- 
tion, which wis requifite to raiife the h^d 
and the members. 

And as the firft agings of faith, in the 
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^fmebvAy pafs under various, defcripticns; 

fuch as^ looiing unto Jefus^ coming unto 

Chrift) fltiing onto him, the "nV^ ^ ^^f^g^y 

running inio bis nante^ as a Jlrong tower ^ 

commit tirvg tbe foul into his hands ^ and 

tru/iing jin his name^ for life. and falvation; 

lb the firft actings of faith^ in different 

fbulS) may in foitie meafure vary^ while, 

as wais faidv» they believe according to the 

tneafute of Uie revelation of Chrift, made 

unto them» and to the degree of afliftance 

i^drded them ; and yet in the main, they 

4^1 agtee^ and may be fummed up in 

tbfe, mz. The foul's believing on Chrift, 

Ibr itfelf^ £of ail life and falvation. Some 

feuls have dearer views of Chrift, and 

Sire enabled to beEeve 09 him more ftrong* 

ly^ and others are more weak ip faith : 

but yet all bdieve truly, that have a 

difcerning of Chrift, as the only Saviour, 

and tr$^ in him ak^e^ for all their falva- 

There were Jix cities appointed, under 
the Jenx^ifh fiate, to be refuge cities ; whi- 
ther thtman^Jiayer might flee, and be fafec 
, all ^ich typified (Hit that iFulnefe of refuge 
and fafety, thatt there is in our one Lord 
Jefus for perilhing fioners, that flee unto 
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him by faith, as the hope fet before them 
in the, gofpel. And as the man-Jlayer^ 
^ being to hdtfte for his life unto on^ of 
the cities of refuge^ was ordered to flee 
unto that city which was neareji to him ; 
fo it is the duty and privilege of poor fin- 
vsers, when they fee their miferable con- 
dition, to hafte immediately unto Chrijl^ 
^ the great Saviour; and unto that in Chrift, 
which they have the dGZxdkdi/cerning.of^ 
and fo in that regard, h the ncarefi unto 
them ; as being a fuitable relief for that 
part of their mifery, which moll fenfibly 
afe^s them — And thus fome fouls, being 
moft fenfibly pouched with the guilt and 
filth of Jin y have a more clear revelation 
of the blood of Chriji^ in its e;^cellency and 
fuitablenefs, to ckanfefrom alljin^ and are 
enabled to hafte unto this^ as the. imme- 
diate refuge fet before them^ — lOther fouls 
are more fenfible of their mifery, zs naked. 
creatures, and have a more clear di£co- 
very of Chrift, as a fuitable, glorious re- 
medy, in regard to his right eoufnejs ; and 
thefe are enabled to run into his name. 
The Lord our Righteousness, as the 
refuge that is next^ or moft immediate 
unto them. — And others, who have a more 
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general fenfe of their mifery, have a more 
general revelation, of Chrift's excellency ; 
and are enabled to Bee unto hxm iovrefuge^ \ 
as a complete Saviour^ that is every wa/ 
fuitable to their cafe. And though the 
difiind adtngs of faith on Chrift, in all 
thefe, vary; yet in the main they agree^ 
inafmuch. as it is one Cbrijl^ that is be- 
lieved on for nullification and life. They 
all flee unto Chrift for refuge^ and fo arc 
all y^; though one flees unto him under 
one confideration, and another under a- 
nother, according to that revdation they 
have of him, as fuitable to their cafe. 
For, though the foul's firft a^ngs of faith 
on Chrift, may more peculiarly refpefl: 
fome one of his diftind excellencies, than 
the reft, yet all are implyed : faith acts 
towards a whole Chrift ; and thofe of his 
excellencies, which were not at firft fo 
diftind:ly viewed, arid a&ed towards by 
the fqul, are afterwards more fully difco" 
vered^ and pai^ticularly dealt with, — ^Thus 
in general^ juftifying faith a6ls towards 
Chrijl it^ obje6l. , , 

But more particularly ; the holy Spirit 
of Gkxl, as the Spirit ofwijdom and reve- 
lation^ reveals the blodd of Chrift to a fin- 
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burdened foul, in itsinftniteali-fujficieacjr 
to clcanfe from all fin,, in folate pne c^.o- 
tha* prooiifc or declaration of the gofpel; 
and enables the foul to a^ hith therein. 
Thus Rom. iii* 25. Wbm God hath fet 
fmih to he a propitiation ^ through faith in 
bis blood. And the particular ailir^s of 
jufttfying faith, . towards Ghrift, with re- 
gard to his blood, are, i. A difierning of 
its aU fijfficiency to tak^ away fin . 2 . An 
approving of it as fuch. And, 3. Aa 
.entire dependoMe upon it, jind recourfe 
unto it, for all pardon aB4 peace with 
God. All which are comprehended in 
chat phrafo. Faith in his bloods 
• The foul that a^s faith in Chrift's bloody 
as on the one hand it di/cerns the infinite 
joiljufficiency thereof, to cleanfe it from all 
iin ; fo, on the other, it fees an utter 
infufficimcy in every thing elfe, in all it3 
prayers, tears, fufferings, &c. to take 
away the leaft/«, or in the leaft-wife to 
remove, either the guilt or ftain of any 
of its tranfgreffions. 

And as fuch a foul approves of the 
blood of Chrift, as fufficient in itCelf to 
take away fin, and as it is appointed of 
Qod for this end j fo, it dlf approves of the 
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pretended efficacy of every thing elfe for 

this purpofe. ^. 

Again, as fiich a foul has an entire de^ 
pendence upon the precious Woo^/ of Chrill:, 
for all its pardon and peace with God, 
and as it has an utter indefendence upon 
every thing elfe, either to procure its 
pardon, or make its peace; fo, it would 
not, for a world, fub/iitute zny thing of 
its own, either doings 6r fuflPerings, in the 
room of Chrift's blood, or Join them toge- 
ther with it; becaufeit fees, that nothing ^< 
elfe can take zwvfjin; and alfo, becaufe 
it would not derogate from the honour of 
the Redcemei's blood: no ; the foul that 
acts faith in Chrift's Uood, falk down and 
adores the Redeemer, in the infinite all- 
fufficiency of his great facrificey and de- 
pends upon this alone, for its juftification 
from all fin, in the fight of God. Faith 
will give none of the glory, that is due 
to Chrift's blood, as it cleanfeth from all 
fin, to any thing done or fuffered by the . | 
creature*, but fets the crown upon the 
Redeemer's head, and proclaims the Lamb 
iJt^rthy to have all the glory of wajhtng his 
feofle jrqn their fins in his own blood. Rev. 

i. «;.— Thus juftifying faith aQs tpwards 
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Chrift, its objeB^ with regard to his paf- 
five obedience, his bloody according to the 
revealed efficacy thereof, -for a full dif- 
charge from all fin» 

Again, the Spirit of Chrift reveals to. 
the foul, in and by the gofpel, his aditie 
obedience, his righteoufnefs^ (Iriclly fo call- 
ed ; and faith ads towards it accordingly. 
Thus, Rom. i. 17* this righteoufnefs of 
God is faid to be revealed from faith to 
faith. As the righteoufnefs of Chrift is 
externally revealed in the gofpel, which, is 
the doctrine of faith ; fo likewife, it is 
internally revealed by his Spirit to the 
foul; or fet before the eye of its faith, ia 
fonve one or other word of the gofpel, 
fliining in up6n -the heart in the light of 
the Holy Ghoft. Chrift is faid to be made 
of God unto us righteoufnefs^ as well as re* 
depiptiony^ I Con i. 30. As he is made 
redemption to us, both by price and power 
for the forgivenefs of all our fins, and for 
our deliverance from all enemies; fo he 
is made righteoufnefs to us, for the juf* 
tificatioh of our perfons in the fight of 
Ood ; or, for the making us pofitively 
righteous before God, to the utmoft per- 
fedion: whereupon we are declared righ- 
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f ttous, have now a title to, and fliall, ere 
long, inherit etertial life. So likewife, 
. it is faid, that Ghrift wa^ made Jin for uSj 
that we might be made the righteoufnejs of 
God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. And that it 
is hy the obedience of one^ that many fhall 
he made righteous, Rom. v. r 9. And when 
the Spirit of Ghrift takes the righteouf- 
nefs of Ghrift, and Ihews it to the foul, 
in thefe ^Wj^ or in any other word of 
the gofpel, he makes fuch a revelation 
of it to the mind, that it. never before 
faw. 

The foul Iiad wont to think, that that 
rightequfnefs, whereby it might find ac- 
ceptance with God, and be juftified before 
Kim, was fomething either , in, or done 
by itfdf. If it liad any fight of the need 
of Chrift's blood, to cleanfe it from fin ; 
(as fome fight of this, a natural hia^j is 
capable of, though not of that faving fight 
of it, which is peculiar to the new-born, 
upon the Spirit's revelation;) yet ftill the 
foul thought, that it muft endeavour to 
make itfelf righteous in the fight of God, ' 
by its own obedience ) and that for this 
end it muft do good works. But when 
the Spirit fhews the righteoufnefs oi Ghrift, 
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to the faith of any foul, it is quite of a« 
nother mind. Now, the foul fees, that 
that righteoufnefs, which alone can make 
a fitiner juft before God, is only in the 
Lord ; /. e. in the Lord Jefus, as the 
repr^fenting head of his people. It fees, 
that Christ is made unto us righteoufnefs i 
that it is in him we are made the rtghte* 
oufnefe of God; and that, it is by his obe* 
diencej that many fhall be made righteous^ 
And a: by this revelation of the Spirit, 
the foul fees the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
in its reality, ahd alfo in its beauty, ful- 
nefs, excellency, and glory ; fo, by faith, 
it aSls towards it for juftification. As 
this righteoufnefs is revealed to faith ; fo 
faith a6ts towards this righteoufnefs^ or to- 
wards Chrifiy with regard to his righteouf- 
nefs ; I . By looking untO it. 2 • By f ^ 
^^m;7^, or embracing of it. And, g* By 
depending upon this alone, idt its only 
juftifying rightcoufnefe before God. . 

As the righteoufnefs of Chrift is re- 
vealed, in the gofpel, unto all nations for 
the obedience of faith ; and revealed, by 
the Spirit, unto all thofe who have faith 
wrought in their hearts : fo faith ads to- 
wards this righteoufnefs^ by fubmitiing to 
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it. As is plainly implyed, in what is 
afierted coneerning unbelLevers, that tbey^ 
being ignorant of God^s rightecufne/s, go a* 
bout to eJlMi/h their own righteoufriefs^ and 
have notfubmitted themfelves unto the righ* 
teoufnefs of God ^ R(^m..x. 3. If this is the 
charaderof an unbeliever, that he is fucK 
an one, that doth not/ubmitto this righ- 
teoufnefs of God ; then the charader of 
a believer muft be. juft the reverjiri and 
/the foul that ads faith, i6 fubmitting 
to this righteoufnefs, looh unto this 
alone, for its juftific^tion in the fight of 
God. 

As poor finners arc called to hoi unt$ 
Jefus alo^le, for all that ixiXntkoi Jahation 
that is in him ; {b, in particular, they ard 
called to look unto him, as th£ Lord our 
rigHteousnjSssj and that ivhen they are 
. far from righteoufnefs, or have none at 
all of their own to recommend them to 
God: As, Ifa. xlv. 22* Looh unti me j arid 
be yefaved^ all the ends of the earth. And, 
chap. xlvi. 12, I J. Hearken unto ?ne^ ye 
ftout^hearted^ that are far from righteoufnefs : 
r bring tfear my righteoufnefs. It is as if 
the Lord fhould fay, ^ Hear ye ftout- 
* hearted fouls, that^ in the pride of your 
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fpirits, have refufcd fubjeftion to my 
righteoufnefs, and have gone about 
making yourfelves righteous, by the 
works of your own hands, which yet 
leave you in a ftate that is far from 
righteoufnefs ; I bring near my righte- 
oufnefs, I have a righteoufnefs for you, 
that you never tliought of; a complete 
glorious robe, of my own working out, 
in which there is a fulnefs of falvation 
for you: look therefore, upon this my 
righteoufnefe, and be ye faved/ And 
accordingly, the foul that believeth, loois 
away from all its own righteoufnefs, as 
being fully convinced of the vanity of 
looking-for falvation from thence; and 
looks unto the Redeefner's righteoufnefs, 
and to that alone, as being infinitely firf- 
ficient to juftify and fave it.- And the 
language of fuch a foul, when it comes 
unto Chrift for juftification of life, is th^ 
fame with that of the church, Jer; iii. 23. 
Truly in vain is Jalvation hoped for from the 
hills y and from the multitude of mountains ; 
(from the works of our own hands, which 
were once high as mountaius, in our*e- 
fteem, for fecurity) Truly in the LoRii our 
. God is the 'falvation of JfraeU * And thus, 
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Hof. xW. 3.. AJhur Jhall nxd fave, usy we 

wi(l not ride upon horfes^ neither will we 

fay any more to the loori of our hands ^ Te 

are our gods; (our deliverers, to whom 

we look for falvation.) For in thee the 

fat her lefs find mercy: it is as if they fhould 

fay, we are fuch miferable fouk, that 

cannot fave ourfelves, and have none to 

provide us either bread or cfoathing, in a 

fpiritiial refpeft; .but thou haft all we 

want: we come to thee therefore, in our 

. ftarving, naked condition ; and looi to thee^ 

for that bread, that donthing which thou 

haft provided ; for in thee we fliall find 

all the mercy we can want, unto eternal 

life. — Thus, a poor foul, when ftript >/tf- 

ked of all its own righUoufnefs ^ looks by 

faith unto Chrift's^ as its only juftifying 

robci And the feye of a believer is Jingle 

. towards Ghrift', in this refpeft; it does^ 

not look partly to ChrJJl, and partly to its 

own works ^ to make, it righteous in the 

fight of God. No, Chrift commends his 

fpoufe, as having doves eyes^ Song iv. i . 

that look Jingly unco him^ her glorious 

tj/late^ for that royal robe of his, that 

wedding-garment J which can. only fit her 

^ to ftand with him, in the heights of glory. 
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before the face of God, with the higheft 
acceptance. 

Again, jufitfying faith ;aSs towards 
Cbri/i, its objeii^ with regard to his righm 
teoufnefs^ by receiving or embracing of it. 
This righteoufnefs is ftyled a gift^ Rom. 
V. 17. And accordingly, the hand of 
faith receives it, as a gift of the Father** 
free love, to a naked finner, to make it 
completely righteous in his fight : for, in 
giving Cjciri^ to the fbiil, he gives him in 
all his fulnefs^ and fo in this^ of his glo- 
rious righteoufnefs ^ which is infinitely fall 
for its juftificatim. And faith receives 
Chrift, as God gives him ; it receives Ghri/i 
Jefus the Lard^ aS/ the Father's gift^ in all 
his fulnefs, in ail his glories, and fo in 
this, of his being its complete righteoufne/s 
before God ; and as fuch it walks in him , 
in all its approaches to the Father, as the 
faints are exhorted to do, CoL ii. 6. As 
faith's eye looks unto this, righteoufhefs ; 
fo faith's hand r^^r^iW it: it brings nothing 
to buy this righteoufiiefs with ; nor yet 
doth it bring any thing to join with it; 
but merely receives it, in the fulnefs 
pf its glory, and freene& of its bfeftow- 
ment» 
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As this righteoafoe& i$ a royal grant 
from the throne, to array the bride of 
Chrift, and fo every believer, who, ia 
itielf, is a naked creature \ fo the foul I^ 
faith receives it, jind puts it on, as it were; 
It puts on the Lord Jefus as its righteouf» 
ne& before God, enwraps itfelf herein, 
and adorns itfelf herewith ; and hereby 
makes itfelf .ready .for the^ marriage <f the 
Lamb* And in this fpotlefs, beauteous, 
glorious robe, it will appear to. be made 
ready indeed, for the enjoyment of the 
marriage-glory, with its royal Bridegroom,* 
when that happy day comes on, Rev. xix. 
8 • Ah unbeliever y as he has no eye of faith, 

- no fpiritual ability to fee Chrift^s righ- 
teoufnefs; fo he has no hand of faitb» 
or fpiririti^al ability to receive it. No; 
the eye of the natural man' looks to his 
own works, to make him righteous: thefe 

. he admires, bows down to, and idola* 
troufly fets up in the room of Chrift's 
righteoufnefs. And as for his hand^ it is 

. a working hand, not a receiving hand ; it 
works iov righteoufnefs, not receives righ* 
teoufnefs. The natural man is too proud 
to be beholding to free-grace, for a righ* 
teoufnefs before God, that is all of mere 
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gift, and of another's working out ; this 
he underjiands not, this he aff roves not, 
to this hcfubmits not. But to a believer, 
O what a glorious fight is the righte-'' 
oufnefs of Chrift, in. his eye, as it is the 
Father's free gift, for the juftification of 
a finrier 1 And, with what gladnefs doth 
the hand of faith receive and embrace 
this gift of righteoufnefs ! 

And as the foul, by faith, look$ to 
and receives this righteoufnefs ; fo it de* 
fends upon this alone, for its juftification 
before God. And therefore, the apoftle 
gives this defcription of believers, that 
they are fuch that rejoice in Chrift Jefus, 
and have no confidence in the fle/h, Phil.iii. ^. 
As they have no confidence in the flefl?, 
m their external privileges,, or legal per- I 
formancies, as their righteoufnefs before 
God ; fo they have ail their confidence in 
Chrift, and his righteoufnefs, for their 
complete juftification in God's fight. Here 
they confide, on this they. depend; and 
knowing the fulnefs, glory, and excel* ^ 
lency of this righteoufnefs, appointed of 
God for fuch a glorious end, they do it 
with joy. They rejoice in Chrift Jefus, i 
as having an exuberant fulnefs of juftifi- i 
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cation 9 life, and glory in him ; even a- 
bqire what perfect Adam was capable of 
in innocency. And as the apoftle here 
defcribes believers in general ; fo, in the 
fucceeding -y^-r/Jj, he gives us an account 
of himfclf in particular, with regard to 
his dijlruftthgtvtvy thing of his own, and 
his entire confidence in Chrift, or the a^" 
ings of his faith towards him, in refpeft 
to his righteoufnefs. 

Verfe 4. Though I might alfo have conji^ 
' dence in the flejh^ if any other ynan thihketh 
, that he hath whereof he might truft in flefh^ , 
I more. It is as if he fhould fay, ^ ^ have 

« 

^ as much of external privilege, and legal 

* performance, as any of you all; and if 

* thefe things would ftahd me in any 

* fiead, for my righteoufAefs before (Tod, 
^ I might truft in them as much as any 
^ man, nay, more.' 

And then he proceeds, ..verfes 5, 6. to 
give a particular enumeration of his pri- 
vileges and performances ; Circumcifed the 
eighth day^ fays he ; of the ftock of Ifrael^ 
of the tribe of Benjamin^ an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews ; as touching the law a Fharifee ; 
concerning zealy perfecuting the church; 
touching the righteoufnefs which is in the 
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lawy blamelefs. It is as if he fhould £iy. 
Come, you Jews^ who reft in the law^ 
and make your boaft of Godj and fee if I 
am a whit behind you, in any of your 
birthy or tie^rr A privileges, and legal 
performances, in which you vainly trtift ; 
or rather, whether I have not more of 
thofe things, than many of you can 
pretend to. — Are you Hebrews j of the 
feed of Abraham, whom God chofe to 
be his peculiar people ? So am L Yea, 
an iife^r^Ti; of the Hebrews: I am fo, both 
by father's and mother's fide ; which 
maay of you cannot fay.— 7 Are you of 
the ftock of Ifraely who as a pridce with 
God, prevailed with him for the blcffing? 
So am I. And I can tell you of what 
tribe too,. I am of the tribe of Benjamin; 
wheri many of you cannot reckon up 
your genealogy. — ^Were you circumcifedf 
So wds L And that at the eighth day 
too, the precife time appointed by God; 
which many of you cannot fsTy. — Have 
you been obfervers of the lawf So 
have I. As touching the law, a Pha^ 
rifee ; of the ftridleft fe£l : and profited 
more in the Jews religion^ than many of 
mine equals^ who profcft themfelves to 
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be Pharifees^ of the fame, 7?^ with me. 
— Have you been ftrenuous maintainers 
pf the Jewijh nligion^ and Gppofers of all 
you judged inaoyations, and deftruftive 
oJF the rites and ceremdnies thereof? 
So have I. I was no cold half-helrted 
profeflbr, that cared not what men be- 
liev^ed^ or pradifed in religious matters; 
but Was fo exceedingly zealous of the tra* 
ditions of the fathers:, that in this my 
blind zeal J I even ferfecuted the church 
pf Godf and verily thought I ought to do 
many things conlr^y to the name tf Jefus' 
if Nazareth; becaufe I judged th^t J>- 
fus^ znd his followers, taught and prac- 
tifed things contrary to the law of Mofes, 
and the religion ejlablijhed by God him- 
felf. And being exceedingly mad^againjl 
them, I breathed out threatenings and 
/laughter^ haled men and women to frifon; 
fonte I compelled to blafpheme, and others 
I ferfecuted even to Jirange cities ; fo that 
in this regard, I was as great an hero 
as any of you all, and perhaps there i& 
not a man among you, that has been 
fo great a ze^ot as myfelf ; concerning 
zeal perfecuting the church.'-^And as for 
the righteoufnefs which is in the law, take 
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♦ it in the moft comprehenfive fenle, 

< which our doctors have givei^.of it,, / 
« was blamelefs.^ None could charge me 

< with an .unrighf^eous adiob, with any 

* want of conformity to, or tranfgreflioa 

• of the law of God, according to that 

* fenfe of it given by the Rabbins; I have 

* been a perfon of a fpotlefs cbnverfation^ 

• of an unblemifl>ed charader,. touching 

• the righteoufnefs which is in the laWj 

* hlamelefs. 

Thus he drew his own pi<9:ure to the 
Itfe^ and prefented i(|^ them, in all the 
beautiful features of his privileges and 
performances, while he remained an i^/f- 
heliever. * And now, yon Jews ^ as if he 
fhould fay, who are fond of your own 
righteoufnefs^ and truft in this for your 
acceptance with God, what think you 
of fuch a man as I ? Do not you think 
my righteoufnefs was large enough to 
cover me all over, and to render me 
acceptable unto God? If any man of 
you all think he hath whereof he might 
trufl in the flefb^ I more. Surely I had 
righteoufnefs enough to vie with you 
all, and to outjlript many oi you. But 
come now, youfelf-righteous creatures. 
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and I will tell you how little worth all 
your own righteoufnefs is, in point of 
acceptance with God, I oncfe thought; 
as you now do, that I had righteoufnefs 
fufficient to juftify me in the fight of 
God; but come I will tell you my ex* 
ferience^ how infufficient I faw the beft 
righteoufnefs of a fallen creature to be, 
what little account I miade of all my 
own righteoufiiefs ; and what great ac- 
count I made of Chri/Fs^ when God re^ 
vealed his Son in me^ and wrought faith 
in my heart. YoCi have feen me exalt- 
ing rriyfelf to the greateft altitude of 
that fhari/aical perfections T had while 
' an unbeliever / and now you fliall fee 
me, as a believer ^ laying ^ my /elf ^ and 
all my own righteoufnefs, down at the? 
feet of Jefus ; flirinking into the' dilft, 
under a fenfe of all my own nothinghefs 
and vilenefs, before this Lord of glory, 
who is THE Lord my righteousness; 

9 

upon whom only I now depend, and in 

whom alone I now rejoice/ And fo 

he turns the tablies, and begins his dif- 

courfc in the next verfes, with an adver- 

fative, a but. 

Verfe 7. But what things were gain to 
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mc, thofe I counted lofs for Chrijl. * And 
^now, as if he fliould fay, you poor 
ibuls^ that feek to be juftified by your 
works, fee how vain a tbii^ it is to 
truft in your own rightequfnefs ^ which 
cannot endure the fiery inquifition of 
the holy law^ and ^nAjuffice of God. 
See how it fared with me, when God 
brought home his law in its ffnrituatity 
to my conscience ; I ibon found that 
none of my external privileges, and /5^- 
/^^ performances, could fcreen me from 
the ftorm of his avenging wrath. I 
then faw, that all nly g^od^^ I had been 
laying up for many years, and thought 
they would have gained me eternal life, 
were but mere lofs; that thefe counter* 
fits would never pafs for current coin ; 
and that if 1 trufled to thefe, I muft lofe 
my foul for ever ; and therefore, when 
my judgment was fet right, I counted 
them lofs. And as God ihewed me the 
infufiicicncy of my own righteoufnefs, 
fo fikewife the all-fufficiency of ChriJPs. 
I then faw, that Chrijl was the Only 
gatn^ that it was his righteoufnefs alone 
that could deliver me from deaths and 
give m^ Jife ; yca^ 1 faw fuch a fuper- 
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excellent glory in Chrift's righl;eoufriefs', 
^ac did in£aitely exceed my own^ had 
it beea ever fo perfect ; aoid that I muft 
fart with my owia, if ever I bad Chrift's,- 
and therefore, I freely cafi all my oWn 
right^ouip^efs everh^ard^ and counted it 
kfs for Chrift^ that gJorious objeily and 
thofe immeiafe treaCures of gain^l ihould 
have in his righteoufnels. I parted with 
jatiy awn rlgbteau/k^,^ indeed, in point 
of dependence ; but then it was for a 
betier: I caji 2mzj HlX my falfely fup- 
po(ed^^»«, and counted it lofs for Chrijl; 
when once I faw the real, the infinite 
gain^ of that glorious obje^^ which I 
then received and embraced* Therefore, 
be convinced, you ignorant fouls, who 
would efiablijh your own right eoufnefs^ 
that it cannot fiand you in any ftead, 
and that if ever you arefaved, you muft 
have a better; tliat you muft have a 
righteoufncfs that exceeds the right eotfnefs 
of the Scribes and Vhurifees^ or in no cafe 
you can enter intp the kingdom <f heaven* 
Thills, as i^ be fbould fay, I have told 
you, what little account I made of all 
my pharifaical righteoufncfs, and what 
an high lvalue I had of Chrijl^^^ m the 
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day when God wrought faith in tny 
heart ; / counted it lofs for Chrijl. And 
as I then did count it, fo I now do; 
Chrill has loft no glory in my eye. I will 
fake all my pbarifaical righteoufnefs, 
while an unbeliever^ and add to it all 
the righteoufnefs I havd wrought, fince 
I believed in JefuSi^ ^nd fince I was aa 
apojlle of the Lambj who have laboured 
more abundantly than they all; and tell 
you even now, what little account I 
make of all thefe things put together; 
and what an high efteem^ at this time, 
I have of Chrijly as my jujlifying drefs 
before God/ 
Verfe 8,9. Tea^ doubtleft^ and I count 
all things^ but lofsj for the excellency of the 
knowledge ofChriJlJefus my Lord; for whom 
I have fuffered the lofs of all things ^ and 
do count them but dungy that I may. win 
Chrijly and be found in him, not having 
mine own righteoufnefs ^^which is of the law; 
but that which is through the faith of Chrijt^ 
ty righteoufnefs which is of God by faith. 

* I put all things together, all my own 

* righteoufnefs y while a Pharifee^ and fince 

* an afojlky and tell you, / count all thih 

* but lofs for Chrijl ; for the inowledg^ 
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Chrtfly for the excellency of -the knowledge 
^ Chrift Jejiis my Lord; that glorious 
objedj my faith ndw deals with, that 
anointed Saviour ^ whom I adore ^ as th^ 
Lord my, righteousness, in whom is 
zM my Jalvation : For him I have Jittered 
the lofs of all things^ and do count them 
but dung that I may win Chrift. I lofe 
all, to win all ; or rather, I lofe an all 
that is nothings and worfe than nqthing, 
to gain immehfe treafures^ an infinite 
fulnejsy a mafs of unboundedyTt;^^/^^, 
and an eternity of life and glory. I joy- 
fully part with ally for tne Chrift ; the 
Father's Chrift is infinitely enough for me. 
I caft away all my own blemifhed per- 
formances, for t\xQffotlefs beauty of my 
lovely Lord; and count them but dung 
that I may win Chrift ^ and be found in 
him* OhJ it is in Chrift , not in myfelf 
that I would ht found y at the awful day 
of judgment* It is, zs, not having on 
mine own righteoufnefsy which is of the 
law ; I dare truft in none of my -qt^a. 
obedience to God's law, which I love and 
ferve, as my righteoufnefs before God ; 
nor 'would I be found in this garment, 
when I appear before him : but as hav- 

L^ 
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ing on thai rlghteoufnefs which is through 
the faith ofChrift^ the righteoufnefs which 
is of God by faith. That righteoufmfs 
which Chrift has wrought out, whkb 
God hath appointed for the juftificatioir 
of a iinner, which faith fees^ and re- 
ceives: it is this righteot^mfs ^ I would 
be found in ; it is upon this alone 1 de^ 
fend for juftification before God, and 
' eternal glory with him/ 
. Thus this great apoftle gave an account 
of the actings of his faith towards Chrift, 
with regard to his righteoufnefs for jufti- 
fication. And, as all that are juftified 
have the fame faith ; fo it ails^ in like 
manner^ towards the righteoufnefs of Chrift 
fjr juftification of life. It is^this righte- 
oufnefs jtiftifying faith looks to ; it is tbtT 
it receives and embraces; and upon ihif 
alone it depends. For, as all believers 
debafe their own righteoufnefs; fo they 
exalt Ghriji^s : they fet the crown upon 
his head, and \vill for ever give him the 
glory of all their j unification before God. 
As they give his blood all the glory of cleanj^ 
ing them from Jin; fo they give his righ- 
teoufnejls all the glory of their acceptance 
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with God. And thus juftifying faith adls * 
towrards Chrift its objed. 

In tke next place, I would Ihc w briefly, 
how juftifying faith ads towards God 
its obje£l. And this, in ihort, is the fouI*9 
hiking unto God^ as jujlifying^ through 
the blood and rigbteoufaefs of his Son ; 
and exfefling all its juftification from him, 
* only .upon the account of what Chrift has 
done and fu£Fered. And in order hereto, 
the blefled Spirit njakes a revelation of 
God to the foul, iL% juftifying a poor finner, 
of the freeft grace^ and yet according to 
the ftrifteft juftice, through the blood an# 
rigbteoufmfs of Chrift; and enables the 
foul to look unto God, as fo juftifying for 
itfelf, even when it fees nothing but un- 
godlitiefs in it j and to receive the juftify- 
ing fent^nce of God pronounced in the 
word of the gofpel, concerning the foul 
which believes in Jefus, with refpcd both 
to the forgivenefs of its fins, and accept a- 
tion of its perfbn; and this, merely upon 
the truth and faithfulnefs of that God, 
who makes the declaration. 

From whence, as the foul receives that 
prefent juftification given it by the gofpel, 
into its own confciencej fo it expeds the 
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open promulgation of this fentence, or 
that open j unification, which ihall be given 
it at the day of judgment, in the face of 
naen and angels, when \ it ihall be pro- 
nounced, Blejfed of the Father^ and called^ 
as fuch, to inherit the kingdom prepared for 
ity from the foundation of the worldt And 
as the foul that thus ads faith, fees it an 
impoiEble thing, that God fhould juftify 
a finner in any other way, than- by his 
free grace, > through the blood and righ- 
teoufnefs of Chrifi \ and fo looks to him as 
jiiftifying, only in this way, for its own 
juftification and falvation ; fo it likewife 
herein regards the glory of God. Such 
a foul brings nothing with it, but Chrifij 
for all its acceptance with Godj nor dare 
plead any thing, as a moving caufe of its 
juftification and falvation, but God's free 
grace ; nor doth it bring any thing of its 
own, to procure the divine favour j be- 
caufe it would not eclipfcthe glory of free 
grace. No ; as faith looks for, receives ^ 
; and expeds juftification and life, from the 
God of all grace, through Chrift ; fo it 
gives the whole glory hereof to him. 
Thus, as through the* blood and righ- 
te6ufnefs of Chrift, God is declared to be 
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I jufly in his being the juftijUr of him that 
believes, injejus^ Rom. iii. 26: and, in 
this way, to juftify a finner freely by his 
^ grace^ Tit. iii, j.: fo faith receives this 
i juftifying fentence, proclaimed in the gof- 
. pel, and brought home by the Spirit to 
the foul J and gives all the glory of juftifi- 
cation, both as to forgivenefs 2Lnd acpepi^ 
ancej to the free grace of God, from whence 
alone it is received. And therefore the 
apoftle, in the triumph of faith, chal- 
lenges all the enemies of God's people, to 
bring in their accufations, if they have 
ought to fay againft them, with a Who 
L Jl^all lay any thing to the charge of God*s 
I ele^ f And nullifies them all, with this 
\ one word, It is God that jujlifies^ Rom. 
yiii. 33. And we are jujlified^ fays he, 
I freely by his grace^ chap, iii; 24. As we 
. hkvG the forgivene/s of fins ^ through ChriftV 
. bloody according to the riches of his grace ; 
fo, by the feme grace, he hath made us 
accepted in the beloved^ £ph..i. 6, 7. — Thus, 
* having fliewn how juftifying faith aSls 
> towards ChrifE, its immediate^ and God in, 
and through him, it& ultimate objeSl^ I pro- 
ceed to theaiext thing propofed ; which was, 
i / 3^^> *To fliew how^ox^ in what re- 
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fpecls, die juftificadon of a finner is by 
faitbf. When the fcripture fpeaks of l>eiog 
Jofiified by faith^ in feme places, it is to be 
taken objediv^lyj and not fubjedhely ; or, 
for Cbriji^ the obj^Sl of faith, and not for 
the grace of faith, inherent in, and ad:ed 
by the foul. As, where it is faid, Rom. 
iv, 5 . But to him that vforketh not, but be 
lieveth en him that jufiifieth the ungodly^ his 
faith is counted for righteoufnefs. The 
word faith here^ which is £iid to be 
counted for righteoufnefs, as not to be 
underftood of the aEt of faith, but of Cbrifi 
the ohjell, of faith ; jFor the aft of faith' \i 
not imputed for righteoufnefs, but that 
which faith lays hold of, .?'. e. the obedi- 
ence of Chrift, which is the obj eft about 
which the aft of faith is converfant. And 
thus, verfe 3. ^t is faid, AbraJpam believed 
God, and it was counted unto him for righ" 

\ ** Faith juftifies a finner in the ijght of C^d, 
not becaufe of thofe other graces, which do al* 
ways accompany it, or of good works, that sire 
** the fruits of it, Gal. iii. 11.; nor as if the grace 
<* of faith, or any ^A thereof, were imputed to 
*« him for juftification, Rom. iv. 5.; but only as it 
" is an inftrumenty by which he receiveth anJ ap- 
" plieth Chrift and iis righteoufnefs, Jahn i. 12*" 
Larger Cat. J^ 73. 
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teoujfiefi *• Whferc Chnft muft neccffa- 
rily be linderftood by the //, that was 
counted unto him for righteoufnefs. As 
is plain: from the three laft yerfes of the 
cltapter ; where it is faid, New it was not 
written for his fake alone^ that it was im* 
, puted unto him ; but for us alfo^ to whom 
it fhall he imputed^ if we betieve on him that 
,, raifed tip Jefus our Lord from the dead; 
who was delivered for our offences j and raif- 
ed again for our juftification. Since it was 
the fd^mc it that was imputed unto Abra- 
i . h(^m^ that (hall be imputed unjo us; hence 
' • it appears, that it was not, the ail of Abra^ 
hanC% faith that was imputed unto him 
\ for lighteoufnefs ; becaufe it is not the 
I aH of his faith that is imputed unto us, 
; But it was the objeB that his faith looked 
to, the complete obedience of a crucified 
and rifen Jefus ^ that was imputed unto 
him for righteoufnefs j and that Ihall be im- 

* It ijs exceeding obfeTvable, that it is not faid, 
Abraham left his country, quitted his idolatry, 
abandoned his rclatiotis, or that he offered his fon, 
and it was imputed to hitn for righteoufnefs ; but 
■that Abraham believed God^ dnd it nuas counted to 
him for right eoufnefs^ Gen. xv. 6.; which fhevrs the 
peculiar dignity and excellency of faith. It is as 
iingularly fitted and fuited to take hold pf Chrift, 
and his righteoufnefs, as a beggar's hand to receive 
an alms. . - 
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puted unto us^ if we, having the fame 
^ faith that he had, believe as he did, in 
Chrift fot juftification, and in God as 
juftifying in, and through him. For, it is 
by th^ obedience of this one^ that Abraham^ 
and all true believers^ from the begiiiniDg 
of the world to the end thereof, even 
all the many that fhall be faved, are made 
righteous^ as chap. v. 19. Gut, as to be 
jufiified hy fait hy in this fenfe^ is the fame 
as to be juftified by the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift, and fo refpefts the matter of jufti- 
fication, which 1 have fpoken of under 
the firft general ; fo I fliall pafs it here, 
where I am treating of the; manner of juf- 
tification, which, with refped to our- 
felves, is hy faith ^ ^s fubjedively and not 
objeSiively taken : and I fliall attend to the 
manner of juftification hy faith j as inherent 
in, and aSed by the foul ; or fliew how, 
or in what refpefts, the juftification of a 
finner is thus by faith. And, 

I. It is by faith^ as it ftands oppofed 
to works. As faith the apdftle, ^Hom. iii, 
28. therefore we conclude ^ that a man is 
juflified by faith ^ without the deeds of the 
law. The juftification of a finder is by 
faith alone^ not by faith and works togc* 
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ther ; but by faith, exclu^ve of 2JI works, 
both before and after faith is wrought 
in the foul. Works done before faith 
can have no influence into juftification ; 
fince by the deeds of the laiVy no flejh can 
be jujlified In God*J ftght. And works ' 
done after believing, are done for no fuch 
end, as to make the perfon righteous be- 
fore God ; nor do they add a Whit to his 
juftification in his fight. . So that it is by 
faith alone that a finner enters into a juf- 
ti£ed ftate. Thus, RSm. iv. 5. To him 
that worketh not^ but pelieveth on him 
that jujltjieth the ungodly^ his faith is 
counted for right eoufnefs. It is, as if he 
ihould fay, that is a juftified man, that 
doth no good worisj nothing at all to ob- 
tain it; but believeth on Chrifty for com- 
plete pardon, righteoufnefs, and life ; and 
on<j^^, as juftifying, only in and through 
him, even the ungodly. For, as Gpd in 
juftifying a finner, through the blood and 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, confiders that 
foul as in itfelf ungodly; fo the foul, 
when it afts faith for juftification, fees 
nothing in itfelf but ungodlinefs : and 
under this confideration, of its being a 
ftnner and ungodly^ looks out of itfclf,*un- 
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to Chrifti and unto Gtd in hips, for all 

its juflification and falvation. 

Thus the juftification of a finner is by- 
faith alone; /. e. hy faith ^ without %vorks. 
And the apoftlc gives the reafons of it, 
Kom. iv, 16. Therefore it is of faith ^ that 
it might be by grace^ to the end the: fromifh 
might be Jure to aU the feed* It is oifaith^ 
t\ e. of hith alone; (empty-handed faitli, 
that doth nothing at all for juftificatioil, 
but merely receives it as a free gift) that 
it might be by 'grace ; that God's free 
grac^ might have tl^e whole glory of juf- 
tification, and all creature boafting be 
for ever excluded. — And it is likewife 
thus of faith, ^ that the promife might be 
fure to all the feed. If the promife of 
juftification and life, had in the leaft de- 
pended upon the good works of the crea- 
ture, it could never have been fure ; but 
as it ftands wholly upon grace, abfolut^ 
grace, and is merely received by faith a- 
lone, fo it ftands y^r^, iqviolably fure to 
all the Jeed^ to all the heirs of promife, 
through all time, and unto all eternity. 

Thus the juftification of a finner is 

by faith, as it ftands oppofed to works, 
as td the manner of it j or the manner 


1 


gf-JUST I F IC AT ION. ^3 

of the fours pofleffing Chrift*$ righteouf- 
nefe» 

2 .. It is by faith^ as faith is that grace 
which is appointed o£ God, to receive jufti- 
£cation and life from him. Thus Mark 
xvi, 15, 1 6, Go ye into all the worlds and 
preach the gffff^lto every creature. He that 

s believetby Jhall be Javed; but he that believ- 
eth not ^ Jhall be damned. And John \\u'^6. 
He that believeth on the Son^ hath everlaft^ 
ing life : and he that believeth not the Son^ 
Jhall not fee life; but the wrath of God abid- 
€th on him. And we^ faith the apoftle^ 

• have believed in Jefus Chrifl^ that we might 
be jujlified by,thefaith ofChriJl; and this, 
we did; fays he, as knowing that a man is 
not juflified by the works of the laWy but by 
the faith of Jejits Qhl§ft ; or, as knowing 
that faith h that grace, which God hath 
appointed to receive juftification^ Gah ii. i d. 
Again, 

g. The jufiification of a finner is by 
faith^ as God impupes the righteoufnefs of 
his Son, and declares the imputation there- 
of, in his word^ unto every believer^ for 
hia corojAete juftification. Thus th6 righ- 
teoufnefs of Chrift 1? faid to be unto^ and 
upon all them thflt believe^ without dijfitencey 
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Kom. iii* 2 2. And by him all that believe^ 
are (4eclared to be) juftified from all things^, 
from which they could not be juftified by the 
law ofMofes^ Afts xiii. 39. There is not 
a believer in the world, that looks to, re- 
ceives, and depends upon the righteouf- 
nefs of Cbrift alone, for juftification be- 
fore God, but God imputes it to him,' 
and juftifies hina, completely therein: 
For it is unto, and upon- all them that 
believe, without diflPerence* One believer 
is not more\ and another lefs juftified; be- 
caufe, though there may be -a great deal! 
of difference between the faith of one and 
of another, in refpeft of degree; yet all 
that have faith of the fight kind, as they 
receive the fame righteoufnefs ^ the righte- 
oufhefs of Chrift, fW their whok and gn- 
tire rightcoufnefs befot-e God; fo he />- 
futes it to them, as fuch, and completely 
juftifies them all equally, and alike therein. 
They arc all, in this refpeft, complete in 
Chrift,; fo complete, that nothing can be 
added to it, to make their juftification 
raortfuH^ Col. ii. 10. And as all believ- 
ers are completely juftified in Chrift, by 
the free-grace, and according to the ftrift 
jufticeofGod; fo in him they are ^t?^r- 
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IdJIingly juftified. They ftand immove- 
ably, unchangeably, and eternally in the 
^r^^^of juftification, Rom. v. 2, Tbey are 
fo faffed from death to lifi^ that they Jhall 
never come into condemnation^ John v. 14. 
Though in themfelves they are finners, 
both by nature and practice ; yet, as God 
doth not impute their fins, but the righ- 
teoufnefs of his Son to them, for their 
complete juftification ; fp they have life, 
everlafting life, in this Tefpeft. — But as I 
fhall have occafion, to fpeak niore fully of 
this^ under the next head ; fo I ihall add 
no more here. — And thus muqh fhall fuffice 
for the feoond general, the manner o£ jufr 
tification, as with refpect unto C^^, it is 
by imputation; and with refpefl: to our" 
f elves ^ hy faith. ^ 
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SECT. III. 

> 

Of tbi T I u "s, <f Jt^ijicalion. 

Rom.iv. 25. iii. 26* i Tim.iiL 16. 

He was delivered for our offences^ and raifed 
again for our juJHfication. — God is jujl^ ' > 
and the jujlifer of him that believeth in 
Jefiis. — God was jufiifed in the Spirit. 


THE next thing prppofed to be 
confidered, wis, The fZ/w/ of juftifi- 
cation. As JTiftification is God's aft, fo 
it is to be confidered, either as immanent^ 
or tranjient^ and tiiied accordingly, 

I. As immanent J or an aft. of God's 
will, that always abideth the fame in his 
divine mind, from eternity to eternity : 
and fo. it was from everlafting ; as 2 Cori 
v. .19. God was in Chrijl^ (who can tell 
how early ? Surely he was in him, by 
his eternal counfel, will, and cove^gat) 
reconciling tite world unto himfelf not impute 
ing their trejpajfes unto them* 
* 2. The aft of juftification is^to be con- 


♦ I 


r 




I ^JUSTIPICATiON. \ 9; 

I fidered as tran/knt ; or^ as it is za ad of 
\ God that pafleth upon the creature in 
time ^4 And as fuch^ it admits of a two* 
; fold confideration. 

(i.) As pafling upon the whole b§dyoi 

the elcd together, and at once, in Chrtji 

their ^ead and reprefentative. And to 

I the tim^ of it was "wlien Chrifl, our Sure- 

I ty, made full payment of all the debts of 

[ his people, and received a full acquittance^ 

!^ or a full and open difcharge, in their 

y name and r^om. For, he was delivered for 

\ mr offences y and raifed again for our jujii' 

I fication^ Rom^iv. 25. As he died, as a - 

I public perfon, for our fins ; fc^ as a public 

I perfon, he was^ raifed again for ouf jufii- . 1 

' fication. When God the Father raifid 

\mx from iht'dead^ he thereby did openljr 

I difcbarge him from all our fins, which be* 

fore lay upon him; and in bis diichai^e, 

7c^^ were difchargied likewife. JF&wasdif> 

charged for us^ and we were difcharged 

ivk hiniy za hcw^^onv grc^t reprefentative. ' v 

r • cc Though, from eteraity, God decreed to 
! ** juftkfy all the clcA ; yet they are not aClually 
I *' jijiftiged^ untiHhe Holy Spirit doth, in due time, 
r ** spply Chriil, and his righteoiifnefs, unto them, 
*' I Pet. i. 2, 19^, 20*. Rom. viii. 30. Gal, ii. i6. 
; " Tit. 1^1. 4, 5, 6, 7*" Conf. chap. xi. § 4- 

^ ^ N . 
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And thus the apofUe founds his triumphant 
challenge, to all the enemies of God's 
people, to bring ought againfi ihem, if 
they can, Rom. viii, 33, 34. Who Jhall 
lay any thing to the charge of GotTs eledf 
It is God that juftijieih* Who is he that 
condemneth? It is Chrijl that died; jfea^ 
rather^ that is rifen again* As' the ad of 
God jujiifyingj gives being to, and is the 
foundation of our jujlification ; fo, he firft 
founds his triumph N^^r^, and anfwers all 
the charges which might be brought with 
this, // is God that jujlifieth : and then 
he proceeds, // is Chrijl that died; yea^ 
rather^ that is rifen again. So that, by 
Chrift's death and refur region, and at the 
time thereof, the whole body of the eledy 
as fuch, had a full difchargey a com- 
plete jitflif cation^ in Chrijl their Head. ^ 
But, 

* Jefus Chrlft being once jufilfieJ hlmfelf, Ifa. 1.8. 
1 Tim. iii. i6. ; foall his people arejuftified in him ; and 
Cod is juft in doing io^ Rom. lii. 26 ^ Chrifl died as a 
public reprefentaiive for the iniquities of his people, 
Ifa. liii, II.; and the facrifice and oblation he offer- 
ed up was of a f>yeet-fmclling favour unto God, 
Eph. V. 2. And therefore^ Jeiibvah declares, that 
he is not only nuell-pUafed for his righteoufnefs fake^ 
Ifa xlii. 21.; but that he h rtiar to jujiify hhn, 
Ifa. 1. 8. i yea, that he is jujiified in ike Spit if ^ 
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(2.) Juftificatiori; as a tranftenf ^Qi^ is 
to be confidered, as paffing upon every 
individual /^^w of God's chofen ; and fo 
^e time of it is, when the foul is firft e- 
nabled to believe in jfefus. For, v>ith the 
heart man helieveth unto jighteoufnefs ^ Rom* 
X. 10. And' God is /^(/?, and the jufltfier 
of him that believeth in Jefus^ chap. iii. 26. 
For, notwithftanding theyJ^r^^ftate of an 
eleQ: perfon God- ward, before believing j 
is a-ftate oi peace and favour, as he has 
%fecr€t intereft in Gbd's juftifying a6l^ and 
in Ghrift's full difcharge ; yet his open ftate, 
as in him/elf^ related' to old Adam, and 
the jfr^ covenant, is a ftate of law-charge, 
and fp of wrath and condemnation. He 
is of the w^rks of the law^ and as a law- V ;• 
breaker, is under the curfe ; as the wrath 
ofQod^ in his holy, righteous law, is 'ri0^. 
vealedfrom heaven ag^in/i all unrighteoufhefs' '^ : ;• * 
of men. He is in the fame comnion ftate 
with all the children of Adam, of whom 
it is faid, there is none righteous^ no not one^f . . 

* • 
_ — ^ 

1 Tim iii. 16.: and confequently Chrift's refurrec- 
tion, afcenfion, feflion at his Father's right-hand, 
interceffion for his peopk^ and having all judcjment 
committed to him, is an evidence that all his people / 
are virtually juftified in him as their head^ and fliall ^ -" 
all rife and reign with him in due lime. 
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and fo, a cbil4 tf wr^h by nature ^ even 
as others. Aojd there is no way, appomt* 
cd of God, whereby he can pa& from this 
open ftate of v)ra^h^ and condemnation hf 
th^ law, into an t^n fiate of jujiijkation 
by £^ce, but by faith in Cbrift: for 
be that believeth on the Son^ bath everla^^ 
^^g ^if^y the life o{ ji^i/cation ; and he tb^t 

, believeth not the Son^ Jhall not fee Ufe^ but 
the wrath ofGodabideth on him^ John iii* 
3 6. So that, according to the declaration 
of God, in hb woitdy by which be wiU 
judge all men at the laft day, no perfon is 
in a jufiifed ftate, . but he that believeth ia 
Jefus. And therefore, the time of jnftifi- 
catjon, as applied to a particular /^/ySf»9 
or as God's juftifj^ing 4^, pafleth upon a 
finner, in the declaratioo of his wordy an4 
is brought home to the confcience^ is whea 

: the foul believes ; or, when bejiPg warned 
of its mifery, and acquainted with its re- 
medy, it firft flees for refuge, from the 
wrath to come, to lay hold upon Chrift, 
the hope fet before it. And in this fenfe, 
all that believe y and none but they, are 

jufiifed from all things ^ from which they 
could not be juftifed by the taw cf Mofes. 
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SECT. IV. 
Of tbt E F F « c T ^ JuJI^catkn. 

Rom. y. t. tv. 7. 2 Coil v.i4* 

Being jufiijitd^ by faith we have peace with 

God J through cur Lord Jefus Cbrifl 

Blejftd are they wbofe iniquities are for'- 
given. — The love of Chrijiy who died for 
us J conjiraineth us to live unto him. 

TH E next thing I am to confidcr, 
is, tlic offeil oi Juftijication with re* 
fped to the foul And this is three-fold^ 
and has refped):, i« IJnto the foul's peaces 
% . Unto its ftatc. 3. Unto its obedience^ 
Tq. each of thei«, a littk in order. And^ 
I • The e^eSi of jufiification^ to a jmfti'^ 
£ed fpuU is peace. As Bom. v. i . Tbereit 
forey being juflifiedy by faith we have peac^ 
Vfith Gody . through mr Lord J^fus. Cbrifl^ 
As Chriii;,. by his death, made peace with 
God for poor finners, and as Gtod the Fa* 
thcr declared himfelf to be the God of peace^ 
when he bfrought ^gain from the dead the 
Lord Jefus y that great S(bepherd of the fheep^. 
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through the^bhod of the everloRing covenant; 
* fo this complete and everlafting peace, is 
declared, and particularly applied to the 
foul, by the bleffed Spirit of God, when, 
it is enabled to believe in Chrift for juf- 
tification. Peace with God was the le- 
gacy our departingv Lord left with his 
people, which was confirmed by the death 
of the teftator. Thus, John xiv. 2:]. Peace^ 
faysJhc, Heave with you; my peace I give 
unto you: let not your hoart be troubled^ nei- 
ther let it be afraid. It is as if he fhould 
fay, ' My dear difciples, I am juft a go- 

* ing CO leave you, juft upon the point of 

* finifliing all that work which the Father 

* gave me to do in the world, for your 

* falvation: but when I depart, I will 

* leave peace with you, my j)eace ; that' 

* peace with God, Ifliall make by the 

* blood of my crofs, I j^/W unto you. I 

* do not give it partially^ conditionally^ and 

* piecarioujly ; I do not give aiid take, as 

* the woi'ld doth ; but my peace I give 

* unto you wholly^ abfolutely^ and irrever^ 

* fibiy : therefore, let not your heart be 

* troubled^ neither let it be afraid. Do not 

* be troubled that I am going to leave 

* you, as to my bodily prefence j for, it 
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is expedient for yoUy that I go away: I go 
to prepare a place for you. When, as 
your High-Pricft, I have done the work 
of making peace for you. on earth, I 
haye^ ftill another work to do for you 
in heaven j I muft carry my peace-mak- 
ing blood, into the holt eft of allj and * 
fprinkle it before the face of Gkxl ; and 
' - fo reconcile that holy place, and makd 
' room for you to come thither ; or thcre- 
' by, prepare thofe manfions, thofe abid- 
^ ing places in glory, which are appoint- 
^ ed for you. And therefore, let not 
^ your heart be troubled^ fince my depar- 
' ture ftom you is fo much for your ad- 
' vantage*; neither let it be afraid^ for as I 

* made peace for you, by my death on 

* the crofs, fo I will maintain it for yon, 
' by my life on the throne: you need not 

* be afraid that there fhould be any after- 

* breach between God and you, nor fear 
^ the leaft flaw being made in that peace 
> with God, which I give unto you/ 
And as . this complete and eVerlafting 
peace with God, was made by Chrift, and 
is given to his people; fo it is appjied, by 
the blefled Spirit, to every believer in 
particular J as our Lord promifed, in the 
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preceedidg verfe : But^ £iys he^ the Gam-' 
forier^ which is the Holy Gboji^ wbmn the 
Father 'will fend in my nam^^ hejhall tescb * 
yoii all things^ and bring all things to y^ur 
rememberance^ whatfoever I have /aid unto 
you. As this verfe ftands connected with 
th^ former^ we m^y take the fcope of 
our Lord's words thus i ^ Though I am 

* going to leave you, / mil not kave you 

* com/or tle/s; I Ifave peace with yoUf I give 

* ^ace to you; and I will give you the 

* Comf(^tery whom the Father will fend in 

* my name^ to open this peace to your un- 
^ deril^ndings, to apply it to your hearts, 

* and bring it to your rememberaucc^ to 
^ your unfpeakaUe joy, while paffing 

* through a world of trials.* And ac- 
cordingly, when the Spirit of God has 
revealed the obedience of Chrift to the 
foul, and enabled it to aS faith thereon, 
for juftification, he applies the blood of 
Chrift to that foul, by bearing witneis to 
it, of its own particular intereft in the 
death of Jefus, and in that peace with God, 
made by his blood ; and hereby gives it 
peace of confcience ; even ttue^ folid^ Idfi* 
ing peace^ that will abide through life^ 
through deaths at judgment^ and to eter- 


^ JusTiFicinoN. 105 

ntty f. And this peace, is peculiar to a 
Jti/iified foul, and a proper effeS Q^jujilfi' 
cation. , • 

An unjujltfied foul, indeed, may have 
fome kind of peace of confcience, while 
he works for life, go'es about to eftabliih 
his own righteoufiiefs, and quiets his con- 
fcience with his own obedience, either 
prefent, or refolved on for the future. 
JBat this is a falfe peace; confcience is^ 
but lulled aflecp, and not truly pacified : 
iis many as are of the works of the lawy that 
work to make thcmfelves righteous before 
God, are under the curfe^ Gal. iii. 10.; iand 
therefore muft be wicked perfons in God*s 
account : and ther^ is no peace to the wicked, 
Jaith my God, Ifa. Ivii. 2 1 • The way of peace . 
they have mt.known^ Rom. iii. 17. They 

f Though our author here very ftrongly affirm$ 
the permanency %S that peace which a juftified per-* 
ion has with God, through the blood ofChrift; 
ftt he is not to be uoderftood, as afcerdng» that 
the peace of a judified peribn is never interrupted 
in a prefent life, which is very frequently the cafe, 
through the prevaHancy of the remains of inherent 
corruption, efpeciaUy with exercifed Chriftia'ns : he 
only means, that it is fuch k peace as the grounds 
and foundation of it cannot be utterly taken away, 
being Chrift's legacy bequeathed to them i be- 
taufe be refts in his lovct and bis gifts and sailings 
dre'vjithout repentance. 
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. . may cry^ Peace, peace to themfelve»; but 
fudden dejlrudion ihall come upon tbeiii. 
This miferable, delufive feace, cannot 
« fland the teft of God's holy law and ftrict 
I . juftice, nor abide the fiorm of his indig- 
I nation, which ihall come down upon every 

Jhul of man that doth evil, that is in an un- 
righteous, unjuftified llatc* The fto^m 
of God's wrath, that will meet fuch a foul 
at death, will fweep away all this falie 
peace; and nothin'g but terrors will then 
furround it. ConfciencQ, that was once 
lulled afleep, by a falfe jqpprehenfion of 
the creature's ^W;^5/5, as if fufficient to 
make its /^^^r^ with God, will then awake, 
s and, like an enraged Jion, gnaw and tor- 
ment the foul for ever ; when, upon the 
fulleft convi8ion, though too late for all 
remedy; it fliall fee, that nothing could 
make peace with God, for a finner, nor 
give peace to it, but the blood and righte^ 
oufnefs of Chrift. And thus the poor foul, 
being ^xv^t naked of all its own righteouf- 
nefs and peace, that hiding-place, whither 
it had fled for ihelter, that refuge of lies, 
with which it had been decielved^ fhall 
fiand expofed to all the curfes of God's 
righteous lav), and the amazing ftorm of 
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his vindiclive wrath, which Ihall break- 
forth upon it thereby, and drown it in e- 
ternal perdition. For, the waters of God's 
indignation, flfall overflow the hiding-place 
of afinner's own righteoufnefs, and /weep 
away the refuge of lieSj its felfe peace, built 
thereupon, and drive away the naked 
foul, likq an irrefiftible tor rent y into the 
bottomlefs gulf of remcdilefs torment ^ Ifa, 
xxviii. 17, 1 8. 

But he that believe th on Chrijlj the 
foundation,^ God has laid in Zion, fhall never 
he confounded, verfe 10. with i Pet. ii. (?• 
He that hath Chrifl for alf his righteouf- 
nefs and peace, hath fuch a righteoufnefs , 
fuch a peace, that fhall abide for ever. 
That man, that is juflified by faith, is a 
ferfeR man, an upright tnan, in God's ac-. 
count ; and concerning him, the Pfalmift 
lays, Mark the perfeSl man, and behold the 
upright; for the end of that man is peace^ 
Pfalm xxxvii, 37. And as it is the hap- 
pinefs qA the righteous man to enter into 
peace ^ when he dies, Ifa. Ivii. 7 • } fo is it 
his privilege to have peace while he lives, 
and that even in the midjj of tribulation ; 
in the piidft of outward itmbles, he hath 
inward peace, John xvi. j^. 

O 2. 
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As f« ihaitfalfe peace, which the wc- 
ked have m this world, as \\ (hall per^ at 
laft, fo it is often broken now, by the 
flafhes of God's law in the confciepce; 
which are as many eamefts of that ap- 
proaching ftorm of his fiery indignation^ 
which fcall quickly overtake them. An4, 
alas ! for thefe mUbrable fouk, when ^n- 
der preffing affli^ons^ how are they Ukc 
the troubled Jia^ that cannot reji^ whofe 
ivaters cajl up mire and dirt f^-^But as for 
the righteous man, he hath peace^ even m 
the moft trying circumftances ; fuch peace, 
that the world can neither give, nor take, 
nor yet. can underftand* That peace of 
God, that keeps his heart and mindy through 
Chrijl Jejusy pa§eth all the underftand^ng 
of the natural roan, Phil. iv. 7. A juf- 
tified foul, having his^/, his faith,, Jbo4 
with the preparation of the gofpel 0/ peace y 
h^vm^ peace with Gody through JefusCbrifi^ 
is well prepared to pafe fecurely thjcough 
a thorny world. Such an one may fafdy 
tread upon all the briers of the wildernefe, 
without fear of danger, fince his^o^J are 
like iron and hiafs^ that will even turn a 
thorny Eph. vi. 15. Deut. ^aaeiii. 2 5 .— 
And, in a word, there is nothing can 


^ Ju.aTl r I C AT ION. I9f 
hurt that foul, who, being jufttfied by 
£^th^ h^ peace with God, neither in this 
-world, nop that to come. So gieat is 
tjie privilege of that feqce^ which is the 
effect QijuJiific,ationJ Ag^ia, 

2 • The gffe^ oi jufttficatien^ with refpeci: 
to the fpul, may be confidered, with re- 
gsprd to its fiate^ And the ftate of a jujlir 
jftedioui^ is a ftate of blqff^dnefs. ^ As foon 
as ever th^ foul is gabled to believe ig 
Chrift,, ibr juftification, and in God, as 
jpftifyixig in and through him, it pafles 
from dsath tinto lif^^ John v. 24, It i^ 
di^livered froqa the curje of the law, and 
^ithc bl^f^s^ both of the law and gof-. 
pel CQfue upon it. As Chrijl has redeemed . 
ytfran thfi curfi of the law ; fo the blejfmg 
^ Abraham^ comef upon it thrpugh faiths 
GaJ. ii*-- 13> 14- And thus the apoftl^, 
fppaking of a jufttfied ftat;e, Rom. iv. 5. 
calls it a ftate of blej^dnefs^ verfes 6,7,8^ 
. ElSien as David alfo defcmbeth the blejfednefs 
i^fthe man^ unto whom God iwputeti rights- 
oufnefs *u^ithout works ^ fay^ing^ Blejfedare they 
whofe iniqmties are forgiven^ and whofeftns 
are covered* Blejfed is the man to%vh(/m tf^e 
Lord will not impute fm : and verfe 9 . Cometh 
this blejfednefs then upon tb^ circumcijion o^Iy^ 
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•r upon the uncircutncijiin al/of—Thns it ap- 
pears, that a jujiijied ftate, is a ftate of 
bleffednefs. 

The ilate of an unjuftijkd fonl is a ftate of 
wrath*, and fuch an one is under the curft 
wherever he is, or whatever he does : as 
Deut. X3^iii. \6y 17, 18, 19. ' The Lord 
has not only threatened to ciirfe him, by 
fending upon him vexation and rebuke^ as 
vcrfc 20. ; but even to curfe his bkjffings^ 
hu outward enjoyments, as Mai. ii« 2. 

But, on the contrary, z jufiij^ed £ovl is 
blejfed in all conditions^ hb enjoyments 
are blejjxngs to him, and fo are his afflic- 
tions. * All things are his, whether com- 
forts or crofes, life or death ; all work 
together for his good^ an<J turn to his faha^ 
tion^ T Cor. iii. 22. Kom.viii. 28. His 
very fufferings are gifts of divine favour, 
Phil. i. 29. And he has reafon to rejoite 
even when lit f alb into divers temptations; 

' becaufe of that pre&nt and eternal ad- 
vantage he Ihall reap thereby, and that 
peculiar bleffednefs^ which attends him 
therein, James i. 2, — 12. A jtijlified {oul 
pafies on from blefjing to blef^ng^ in every 

' changing providence; for every change 
opens to him ^ new fcene of bleffednefs^ 
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to make his enjoyments thereof more full. 
He is buffed in profperity, and bleffed in 
adverficy; and God over-rules both for 
fiis prefeot and eternal advantage, and e* 
ipecially his qfijilionsj^ to increafe his grace^ 
and prepare him fen* his crown : fo that 
his* fliortJived affiiSlions^ are but tight; 
fince, as God works upon him by thett)» 
tbcy work for him^ a far more exceeding^ 
and eternal weight of glory ^ 2 Ck)r. iv. 17. 
A juftified fou) hgs aright to all bleffednefs 
now ; and fhall have the ' full enjoyment 
of all bleffednefs hereafter* As he is now 
delivered from the curfe^ arid fully bkfi^ . 
even in thofe very affliiiions which, ia 
their own nature, are the fruits of the 
curfe ; fo, when God has wrought air that 
good for him^ which was defigned by 
thenEi, he Ihall be delivered from the very 
being of thefe gf leving things.' There 
fliall, be iio grieving briar, nor pricking 
thorn, no fin, forrow, nor death, to dif- 
tiarb that reft, or deftroy that life of blef' 
fednefs^ which is referved for him in the 
ftate of glory, in the vifion of God and 
of the Lamb fpr ever: as Rev. xxi. 4/ 
And God fhall wipe away all tears from their " 
eyes ; and there fhall be no more deaths nei* 
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iberjirrow^ nor cryitig ; neither fluM there 
be any more pain : for the forfner things are 
faffed away. — And there Jfhdtl bt m mora 
eurfe; but the throne of God and dflhehdmh 
fkaU be in it ; and his Jervanfs pall fef^ye 
him. And they JhaH fee his face ; and his 
Name fhaU be in their foreheads* And there 
Pall be no night there; and thl^y need no 
candle^ neither light cf the furi ; fcHr the Lord 
God giveth th^m tight : and thSy fhall reign 
for ever and ever^ chap. xxii. 3, 4, 5, 

Thus the juftified ones, as th^y are 
bleji at all times, fhall be biejl to all eter- 
nity. And to acquaint them with their 
Aite of bkffediiefs, to comfort their hearts 
litider their prefent troubles, and in the 
txpeftation of their future felifs, the Lord 
bid the prophet^ fay unto the righteous^ 
that it fhall be well with him^ Ifa. iii. i6. 
It fliall be •!x;^//with him in life; well with 
him at death ; well with him 2Lt judgment; 
and it mall be well with him for ^^r.— - 
It fhall be well with him in life; for, blef- 
fed is the man that trujleth in the Lord, and 
whofe hope the Lord is^ Jer, xvii. 7, 8. — 
It fliall be tt^// with him at death; for, 
bleffed are- the dead that die in the Lord, 
Rev, xiv. 1 5. — ^It fliall be well with him 
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at jmd^ni; fop then he fhall be openly 
pronouAced bteffed; and as fuch admitted 
into eixdlefs life, or into the inconceivably 

• 

hkffedntfi o£ eternal life ; and £q it fhall be 
welfWtthhimforevey^ M^t.xxv. 34, — 46. 
- — rThus ble^d is the righteous man! 
Thas well fhall it be with him! Bu^ wo 
unto the wicked; for itjhall be ill with him: 
hia fiate, ib all reQpeiEts, is jufl the reverfe. 
How diitinguifhing then is the favour^ 
how great the privilege of that bleffednefs 
oijiate^ wliich is the ^5 <£ juflifieatim! * 

But, 

♦ The privileges and benefits of thefc perfous, 
who have the Lord to b^ their rigbteoufnefs, are 
very many, — ^They are not only pardoned, but 
jufti£ed ; and their pardon is not only a fruit of 
mercy, but an adl of jufticc ; Gad isjuft in jufiifyingt 
Rom. iii. 25, 26. —The juftificd perfons arc re- 
deemed from the curfe, by Chrift's being made a 
curfe for th«rxi. Gal. iii. 13. — ^Thefe who are in- 
terefled in Chrift*s righteoufiiefs, are delivered from 
wrath : becaufe he was delivered up to fufieri^ga 
and death, Rom. viii. giS. he can deliver frp'^ 
wrath, I Theff. i. io<i— Thefc who are cl6(^ 
with Ghrifl's righteoufhefs, have a fure and^^^ 
jnanent ilate of juftification ; There is no conj the 
ti$n i9 theftty Rom. Viii. x« — Juflified perfcj- 
a fure and firm Handing in the grace and ^^^"^e 
God, Rom. V. 2^ — ^Thcfe to whom Chrir of his 
righteoufhefs, do alfp receive the hoI^£ jg jp^jr 
iii, 5, 6j — The prayers of jullified pe ,1 
ceptable to, and powerful with Goc^^^ there- 
Spirit enoouragesthem to, and affiftstyiy/r Jhew 

P 
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3. In the laft place, I am to confider^ 
the ejfe^ of juflijicatiop; as it refpefts the 

, f roY. XV. 8. Th prayer of the upright is God's delight. 
The Spirit alfo helpeth our infirmities tvith groanings 
■ • luhicJ) cannot le uttered, Rom. viii. 26. — ^AU the 
outward aftd temporal mercies of juftified perfons 
are heightened and fweetened to them, by the fpring 
from whence they flow, and they hive a new relifh. 
He delivered me, fays David, hecauje he delighted 
in me,- Pfalm xviii. 19.' In love to my foul', fays 
Hezekiah, he hath delivered me from the pit of cor' 
ruptign, having cafi all my fins behind his hack^, 
Ifa. xxxviii. 17.- — Jullified perfons enjoy their tem- 
poral favours by Go'd's promife, Heb. xi. 9.; and 
* have a fpiritual right to them by the death of Chrift, 

ivho is the heir of all things, Heb, i. 2.-^All the af" 
; fii<5lions of jttftified perfons ix)ork for their good, 

^ ' Rom. viii. 28. They are often allayed and miti- 

^ited, Ezra ix. 13. j they fpring from God's care of 
them, Heb. xii. 6, 7.; they are medicinal to them, 
Ifa. i. 25»; they are purifying to them, Heb. xii. 
10, II.; they are but fhort and momentary, 2 Cor, 
4, 17. — Death to juftified perfofes, who are clothed 
witji Chriit's righteoufnefs, is ot great advantage ; 
it is theirs, i Cor. iii. 22. and to them ^r^ar/ gain, 
» Phil. i. 21. — Juftified perfons have a JjelFed and, 
glorious refurredion fecured'to them in Chrfft their 
**?ad 5 for, as th6y die in the Lord, Rom. xiv. ?. j fo 
aUty ihall be made alive in Chrjfi i Cor. xv. 21, 22. 
It {V(^{f^^ ^P "^'<? eternal lifk, John vi; 54^ — In a 
• . ^ juftified perfons wilHland alToiled and acquit 
fed 15 f^aft: day, becaufe the J[iidge is their friend, 

^hofe hu^^* '^^^^ ^^'"' '^* ^"^^ ^ ki^n^ily intima- 
|. ' y -l *^^\x^^ioY\ki, Come, yejblefj'cd of viy Father, 
It IQaii ^^ingdmi prepared for you, from the foun^ 

blejfed are-^ ixjorld, Matth.' xxv. 34. O how 

II • privileges and inconceivably great the 

• ^^^* ^thofe who are interefted in the finiHied 
)f the adorable lledeemer ! 
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foul*s obedience. And as a juftified foul is 
faved from wrath, \ and has peace with 
God, as it is redeemed from the curfe, 
and brought into a ftate of bleffednefs.; 
fo it is delivered from Jervile, and enabled* 
to yield ^lial obedience. It is no more a 
Jervant^ but a Son; and obeys its Father, 
as an heir of God through Chriftj Gal. iv. 7. 
As a dear chtld^ it becomes a follower of 
God^ and walks in love^ as Chrifl alfo has 
loved ity and given hirnfelf for it, Eph. v.- 
1 3 2 . The love .of God fhed abroad in the 
heart of a poor finner, jujlifed by his 
grace, forms its own image there? and 
ienables the foul to love God again, who 
has firft loved it ; and to fhew this love, 
. in keeping his commandments^ Rom. v. 5. 
I John iv. r9. and v. 3. The love of Chrijl 
conjl rains it, to live unto him, who^ died for 
it^ and rofe again for our jujlification, 2 Cor. 
V. 14, 15, 

An unjufiifed foul, as it is under the 
' fervitude of the law, fo it is afted by Jhe 
\ffirit of bondage I and all its 'obedience 
to God, fprings from a flavifhy^^r of his 
wrath ^ and the main end thereof is felf- 
prefervation and deliverance. And there- 
fore, notwithftanding all that fair fhew, 
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which it maHus in the flejb^ all its Uj^l 
obedience which looks fo Ijpecious ift Its 
own and others eyes, God will call it an . 
empty vine^ that brings forth no fruit unto 
him, but all unto itfelf Hof. x. i^. 

But it is quite otherwife with a JMflifed 
foul ; fuch an one is under grace, and is 
a£bed by the Spirit of adaption, which g^v^ 
him glorious freedom, and ^undant li- 
berty to worfliip and ferve God, as his 
own Father in Chrift, from a principle of 
love and gratitude, for that great iove ma- 
nifefted to him, and that friU falvatioa, 
beftowed upon him ; and the main end of 
his obedience is to glorify his Fath^er which 
is in heaven. And thus the ju/lifed foul, 
in his obedience, brings forth fruit unt9 
God: as faith the apofUe, Rom. vii. 4. 
Wherefore, my brethren, ye alfo are become ' 
dead to the law by the body of Chrijl^ that 
ye fhould be married unto another, even to 
him who is raifed from the dead, that we 
Jbovld bring forth fruit unto God. . To bring 
forth fruit unto God^ is fuch a proper eJfeS 
of jufiificatioa, that it is impoffible it I 
ihould be 'found in aii unjuflifidi fouL 
And therefore the apoftle fets fcfrth the 
deliverance <of the jujiijied ones, from - the 
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bondage of the law^ as a covenant of 
Works, ^nd ib from firvile okdience to it, 
by a woman's being freed from the law of 
her hu^atkd^ when he is dead; and tlieir 
ndw <riil|gatioa to gofpel-obedience, or to 
ferve the iatifof God m the newnefs of the 
Spirit^ by. the loofed woman's being mar^ 
rifid to another many ver&s 2, 3. As is 
evideiK by his applying, vcrfe 4. what 
he had laid in the ibrmer : Wherefore my 
brethren^ p alfo art burnie dead to the law 
by the hodf ofChrifl; q. d. You are deli- 
vered from the bondage and fervitude of 
the law, by Chrift's Ailfiffing its TCquire- 
XHentls for yoa, and 'enduring its penal* 
*■ ties^ by which the law is become dead 
to you^ and yov to k. The law^ as it ia 
a. covenant of woHcs, that requires doing 
for Hfe^ and threatens vdeath tipon cKfobe-^ 
diencie, has no moftc .obedience to require 
d[ yoUf lior you to yield toi/, than a dead 
man has to. require of her that was for- 
merly his "wife^ nor than fie has to yield 
to him that was £c»imerly her hufbandy 
w^hen once the relation is })rokai. And 
• then follows, T^hat yeinigbi be married to 
another y even to him ^ho is rai/edfr^m the 
46i4^ that we might bring forth fruit unto^ 
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God; q.d. You were thxxs freed from the 
law, that you might be married unto 
ChriJIy as rifen from the dead ; that you 
might be one, everlaAingly one with him, 
your living head: and fo being conxpletefy 
juftified, in and through him, you might 
{hare with Him, in the power of his end- 
lefs life ; and under the plenitude of his 
'life and bleffednefs, be richly influenced 
to bring forth fruit unto God. 

Thus the jujiifed ones are fruitful in 
riew obedience : as they now regard the 
glory of that God that has juftified theni^ 
as the end of all their obedience ; fo they 
receive^ his law, froni thdr hufband^ 
Chrift, as the rule of it, and love it 
as fuch, exceedingly ;^ and xlta^x^ ferving 
the law of God, in the newnefs of the Spirit ^ 
and not in the oldnefs of the letter, or in the 
grace of the gofpel, and not in the terror 
of the law J they bring forth fruit unto God^ 
verfc6. 

And, by the way, I look upon this, 
to be the difcriminating,^/^(?r^«r^ between 
a regenerate dXid an untegeneratefoxA. The 
one obeys as zjlave, and mainly regards 
his own fafety therem ; the othef obeys 
as a Son^ and 'the glory of God is the chief 


. 
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' ^W of his obedience: or, the one lives unto 

: himfilf^ .brings forth fruit unto himfelf; 

I the other lives unto God^ and brings forth 

: fruit unto him* Thus, Rom. xiv.y. For 

\ none of us liveth to himfelf ^ {i. e. none of 

us who have the Kfe of juftification be- 

: flowed on us, and the life ot fanftification,* 

' or the new-creature life wrought in us] 

( find nq man [1. e* none of us] dieth to him^ 

\ felf: But whether ive^ live, we live unto the 

' Lord; or whether we die^ we die unto the 

\ Lord:' whether we live therefore or die, we 

are the Lord*s. And thus, when he had 

faid of himfelf, and the reft of the faints, 

whom he ftiles, they which live, [1. e. a 

4ife of juftification i and a life of fanftifi- 

cation, as the efFeft of Chrift's death and 

. refurreftion] that the love of Chrijl con^ 

I flrained them, that they,fhould not henceforth 

live unto themfelves, in their converfation, 

hut unto him who died for them, and rofe 

y again, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. he adds, verfe i6# 

Wherefore henceforth know we ho man after 

theflefh; that is, we af prove of no man, 

as a living man, as a man in Chrijl, a 

juflified 2SidL JanBified man; after thtflejh, 

or the frjl life : Tea^ fays he, though we 

havit known Chrijl after the flejh, yet now 


\ 
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benafartb know we bim no more; q. d. We 
do not convcrfe with Chrift bow, i& we 
once did io the days of his fleih ; hot as 
ri&a from the dead to a new trfe and glorj: 
and thoie who are ri^n wid^ Chrift, live 
a new life unto God, . by virtue of his re- 
fitrre&wn; and theie are, the men we kmw 
and approve of, as living, believing, jaf- 
tified, and fanctified men. ' As it fottows, 
verfe 17. Theref&re if any man be in Cirijtf 
[i. e. a believer in him, and ib a juftified 
man] he is a new creature; [i. e. a lane- 
tified man, that lives a new life unto God] 
dd things are fajl away ; behold^ all things 
are become new. With fuch an one, old 
dependances for life, (Ad enjoyments^ and 
jold ends in obedience, are paft away ; and 
all things are become . new : his depend- 
ances for life upon Chrift, and God in 
him, are new ; his enjoyments of God, 
Chrift, his people, word, and ordinances, 
are new; and his life unto God, in obe- 
dience, is new; or what he never expe- 
rienced before he was created a new in 
Chrift Jefus,-^Th«is it appears, that new 
obedience, tKe foul's living unto God^ 
or bringing forth fmit unto him^ is proper 
unto a jujiijied and regenerate man, and 
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demonftrative of hisjuflified ftate, and of 
his being a new creature ; fince all unjuftU 
jfied unregenerate fouls Kve unto Ihemfelves. 
But, to go on. 

As Xk^"^ obedience is a proper effeB of 

Jujiification^ and properly belongs to the 

juftified foul, fo his privilege, as fuch, is 

exceeding great ; in that all his works 

Jire accepted. Thofe who are walhed from 

their fins in Chrift's blood, and clothed 

with his righteoufnefs, are made kings and 

friefis unto God^ to offer up fpiritual facri^ 

jjicesy acceptable to God by Jefas Chri/t^ 

Rev. i. 5, 6. with i Pet. ii« 5. The -grace 

vf Gody which bringeth falvationy > effica- 

cioufly te debet h ^c faved ones, that der 

nying ungodlinefs and worldly lujls^ thejr 

Jhould live fiberly^ fight eoujly^ arid godly ^ i?$ 

ibis prefent worlds Tit. ii. liz. They;, 

' maintain good works ^ for necejfary ufes^ that 

they may be profitable unto others, and that 

they themfelves, may' not be unfruitful^ 

Int. iii. 8, 14. ; and chiefly, that thereiby 

they might glorify God; to which they 

are exhorted, Phil. i. 27. Only let your 

converfation be as it becometh the gojpel cf 

Chrijl: q. d. You Aints, have nothing 

elfe to do in the world, but to live uftto 
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God, to glorify hiiUf by a converiadoa 
becoming the gofpel of Chrift; which 
declares your complete juftification, and 
fecures your eternal ialvation. — Thus the 
faints are exhorted to do good works, and 
thus they perform them. And all their 
fervice is acceptable to God, in point- of 
fiial obedience, though not in polat of 
• J^ifj^^S rigbteoufnefe. As. for this end, 
they do not perform good works; fo, 
blefled be God, for this end they do not 
need them. No; they have a complete 
juftifying righteoufnefs, wrought out by 
Chrift, a glorious robe, which they them- 
felves have no hand iii, nor put the leaft 
finger to prepiare ; and are fo completely 
juftified in Chrift, that nothing can be 
added to it, to make their juftification 
more full. But though none of their 
good works go to the fiock of their yw/?/- 
fication; yet all of them go to the treafure 
of their filial obedience ; 'and are acceptable 
to Qpd, by Jefus Chrift, and ihall be op- 
, enly r^w^^r^if^ at his next appearing. And 
both the accept ablenefs of the faints fervice 
to God, and the advantage they themfelves 
fliall reap thereby, are propofed to them, 
as encouragements to be abundant and 


of JuSTllflCATlOS. 123 

conftant in .the performance of good 
works. 

Thus,- Heb. xiii. 15, 16. By him there- 
fore tet us offer the facrifice of praife to God 
continually ; that is^ the fruit of our 'lipSj 
giving thanks to his name. But to do goodj 
and to communicate forget not ^ for ^ithfuch 
factifces God is welUpleafed. — And he that 
in thefe tVingsferveth Chrijl^ is acceptable^ 
toGodj Rom. xiv. 18.; that is, in point 
of obediencei And therefore the apoftle, 
for himfelf, and in the name of the reft 
of the apoftles, befeecheth the faints, the 
brethren, whofe perdbns were already 
made accepted in the Beloved^ in point of 
righteoufnefs before God, and exhorts them 
by the Lord Jefus^ that as they had re* 
ceived of them how they ought to walk^ and 
'to pleafe God, i. e. in point of obedience, 
fo they would abound more and more, i Theff. 
iv. I.: q. d. Since, the good works, 
the filial obiedience of you juflified ones, 
are fo acceptable by C3irift unto God your ' 
Father; fee that you labour to be abun- 
dant and conftant therein. And as the 
accept abienefs o( the faints fervice to God, 
is propofed as an encouragement to their 
filial obedience J fo likewife the advan^ 
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tage wUch tbcy tbemlelTes Ihall ics^ 
thereby. 

As, I Cor. XV. 5^, 59* Wberefon^ my 
behved brethren^ be Jledfajly unmamable^ 
always abounding in the work of th JUrdi 
forqfmucb as ye knam that your labour is agtt 
in vain m the Lard* No; thofe whofe 
ferfons are accepted va Chrift, and dieir 
^obedience accepted tkroi\gh him, fiiaU Iiave 
all their good works rewarded^ by the 
fame gracey that enaUed them to the per** 
formaiice thereof. Thefe iball find, that 
in keeping God's commandments there is greai 
reward^ Pfafan xis. i(. 

The fervice of God carries its own re« 
ward in it now ; that peace of confi^oc^^ 
that joy in the Holy Ghoft, that life of 
the divine favour, that hcmour God puts 
upon his peo^e, in his appearances for 
them, and thofe fore-taftes of glory, they 
are favoured with, whSe walking with 
him, in the obedience of children, are a 
reward fo great, that none can either 
know or enjoy, but thofe who are brought 
into the ghrious liberty of the fins of ^' 
But, O the exceeding greatne& of «. 
renxHirdy that is referved for them ia ^ 
ofChrifi! As aU their fervice 
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iM>w acq«pted; fo they fliall then appear 
to be ib, by their being • apeoiy r«* 

Ther0 is ocme of their fen^ice, tbaugb 
fi> fmi^U as the giving ^/ a cuf ^ rd/^ 
%§iikter h 4i^ipkt in the namt of a (ftfctpk^ 
iiksktjh^^ll in any wife hfe its reward^ Mat*. 
X. 41, 42. All their obedience, both in 
lusart aiid life, iball dr fattnd uf^». praifiy 
hmour^ and glory f at the: appearing afje^ 
Chrijif i Pet. i. fr And all the churches 
Jh^U kn^Wy laith our Lord, that I am he 
th0i fiar^hetb the reins and hearts ; and 
J wU ^w unto every one of^u aa(^Sng to 
yfiuf vwhf IW¥« ii« 2 ^. ^ him that s^ 
v^r^ometbt &ys he,^ wU I grata tefit with 
me in fay tkroWf as I alfi evercame^ and am- 
fot .d0Wt$ "witk my Father in his throne^ 
cfoapf ill* 2 1 . And be hold 9 I tome qmckfyj 
and my retard is with me ; to give every 
man aceerdit^ as his teorks Jhall he^ chap* 

And) ill ihortt the chief defign of mir 
ItOrds in what be ordered his fervant John, 
to write to the Afiattch chnrches, where 
he commends their obedience, and re- 
proves what was wanted therein, was, to 
ftir them up to a zeakns performance of 
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good wwrij ; and the motive he ufed hereto 
was', that the crwvn of glory which he 
would give u nto them , as the rewardoixkx€v[ 
obedience, at his appearing and kingdom ; 
which, in greatnefs, fhould be propor- 
tioned, according to the degree of their 
ftrvices done for him in the prefent 
ftate. 

He acquaints them with thofe fpecial . 
favours J thoie particular honours which he 
had in referve for thofe of his JervantSj 
who had moft diftinguiihed themfelves in 
Yiv&fervice. And hence will arife all thofe 
diflPerent degrees of glory ^ in which the 
faints Ihall fhine, at the refurreifion of the 
juft* They will all be bright and glori- 
ous, and Jhine as the ftars for ever and 
ever ; and yet as one ftar dljfereth from a* 
nether fiar in glory y fo Jhall it be in the re* 
furredioft of the dead^ i G^r. xv. 41, 42. 
As the ftars now fhine with different glo- 
ries^ fo fhall the faints then : for thofe 
who have done zndfuffered moft for Chnft, 
in this life, fhall have an higher fphere c *" 
glory ^ and flime with a fuperior bright^ 
in the life to come. 

And while the faints, with Mofes, ha 
refped unto this recommence of the rewai 


^ 
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their //rW obedience is quickened thereby. 
Wherefore we labour^ fays the apoftle, that 
ivheihtr prefent of abfent we may be accepted 
of him^ 2 Cor. V, 9. They did not labour 
to be acceptedj in point of righteoufnefs be- 
fore God ; for fo they already had an ac- 
ceptance in Chrift fo full, that none of 
their labours could add any thing to it. 
But they laboured to be accepted^ with 
regard to their obedience; or, they la- 
boured in the whole of their converfation 
to walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleajtng; 
i. e. , to walk worthy of their high relation 
' to him, thofe' great favours they enjoyed 
fronrhim, and that eternal intereft they 
had in him, unto all pleafmg; or, unto 
all acceptable obedience here, and to the 
open acceptation thereof, in the day of 
Chrift. 

And the earneftnefs of their fduls here- 
in, the apoftle fets forth by running of a 
race^ for a prize^ or crown, 1 Cor. ix. 24, 
2 5 . Know ye not that they which run in a 
race^ run all, but one obtdineth the prize? 
So run that ye may obtain. And every man 
that Jl rivet h for the majlery, is temperate in 
all thi?igs : now they da it to obtain a cor* 
ruptible crown^ but we an incorruptible. 
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And as the frize^ foFCyvtewttd^ qtrickens 
tlie faittts in the rsce; to diAt tronm 9/ 
rigitemi/ne/i they &all reoeiv^e, when their 
tmrftis fini^ed^ will be 41 rich atid tbutid* 
aai neward of all their labours ; in which 
the glOTf of <3od*s fr^e grace, and the 
grecitiieis of its pro'rifion, £t>r thefe fa^ 
vourites of he^veii) ihall for ever ftine 
Ibrth. ^ben, they which fiAred the Lbrdy 
that fp^ak ofttn imt t$ amther^ (Mrbofe 
thoughts, words, and works for Gtxi, 
he gracioufl^ regarded, aftd accepted here) 
ftall be openly rewarded^ aad af^ar t6 
be A/j, by that bright glory he will ptit 
tipon them, in the day when he fndkes up 
ifis jeioeis. When ikt wicked^ to their 
titmoft h^rr$ry and everlafting confujm^ 
0aU rtturn and difcernhetween the rightems 
nnd the wicked^ between him that ferveth 
God^ and him that Jirveth him not, Mai. iii. 
16, 17, i8. — It being the peculiar priri- 
lege of thtj unified ones, tohavd all their 
obedience^ thus accepted and rewarded: fo 
that, though the good works of the faints 
do not go to the ftock of their juftifying 
rightemjnefs ; yet as they go to the trea- 
fur6 of their filial obedience^ which i^ fi> 
lacceftabh to God, and fliall be fo rewarded 


by Miii, thtre is iMcoiitagemeot enough 
folr tbem^ to have in tiniverfal and coii- 
ftatit ttgard unto all God's cofntn^ndments. 

She effeS of ttghteoufnefi. JbaU "bt phtej 
quietnejs^ and affurance for ever^ liaiah 
xxxii. 17. 

litus I have Cohfidef ed, the doftrine of 
jufiificatton^ or the juftification of a fin- 
ner in the fight of God, — in the matter o| 
it, i.e. the complete obedience of Jefu^^ 
Clhi'ifti esscliiiive of all the works of the 
creature ;— ih the manner of it, as with 
refped unto God j it is by imputationy and 
with refpcft to oiirfelves, by faith ; — ^ii| 
the time of it, as it refpects the whole 
body of the eleS^ and every individual per- 
fon of God's tho/in ; — and in the effects of 
it,^ with refpefl: to Xhcfotfl, as if regard's 
its peace J its Jiate^^nd itsr obedience^ — And 
what I have brieJQiy faid hereon, I take to 
be the fcripture dodrine of jujiification ; 
and that which our profejlant reformer^ 
earnefUy contended (eVj at the limt of their 
i firft reformation from p^pery^ as the main 
bajis on which it was fouhded. . And 
this dodrine of juftification, by the free- 
j grace of God, through the righteonfnefs 
; of Chrjift, recdv^d by faith alone, was of 
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fuch great account with Luther, that he 
iaid of it, ^ The church either ftood or 
^ fell, ^s this was maintained or re- 
' jecled/ 
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S E d T. V. 

An O B J E c T I o jj, urged agaipft 
the preceding Scripture-DoArine 
q{ .Jufttfication^ anfwered. 

James ii. 21. 

Was not Abraham our father jufiified by 
works ^ when be had offered his fon Ifaac I 
upon the altar ? 

BUT againft what has been faid, fome | 
may objeft, thus; j 

Objed. * The jiiftificatiori of a finner is 

* not by faith alone, but by woris alfo, 

* as is plainly implied in that text^ 1 John 1 

* iii^ 7 . He that dsth righteoufnefs^ is righ- | 

* teous^ even as he is righteous. And fully 

* exprcft, James ii. 24^ Te fee then bow ' 
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» * that hy works a man is jujltjied^ and not 

* ^y faith only^ To which I anfwer, 

Anj^. That the truth laid down, of 

' juftification by f^iith alone, is not in the 

leaft fhaken by this objedion^ founded upon 

thcfc texts^ we .fliall now evince. 

As ta the firft. He that doth righteouf- 
nefs^ is righteous : it is not to be under- 
ftddd, a^ if Jthat perfon was righteous, by 
r his doing of righteoufnefs ; but that by 
his doing of righteoufnefs, it was mani- 
fefied that he was a righteous perfon. And 
. therefore the apqftle begins theverfe, with 
SiJet no man deceive you; q. d. - Do not 
take every man for a righteous man, a 
\ jujlified man in the fight of God, that 
may pretend thereto; but look into his 
converfation^ and fee whether his faith in 
Chrift for jujiification^ produceth fruits of 
j; righteoufnefs in his life : if not, you may 
depend upon it, that he is not a righteous 
i .man ; if he is an unrighteous man, in the 
; general courfe of his converfation^ he is 
I certainly fuch an one, that is not righ- 
tfeous by imputation : for, he that doth 
I righteoufnefs^ is righteous ; i. e. he ii Jo 
to begin with, before his doing of righ- 
teoufnefs} even f erf edly fo, as He^ [/. e. 
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CEhrift] // rigbtioui; the perfeft ohediQ^uco 
of Jefus Chrifty being impute^ to hw^s 
for his complete joftifiattion befcurc 6pd« 
And whoevcf is thus righteous ''by ik^^ 
tdtiofij is Uketinfe righteous fay infp^ri^tim^ 
as haying ^ principle of righteoiiii^^^ Mfr 
farted to him, an4 inbermt in I^iQi ; ^d 
jfrom thence he \s righteous in i^s comn^^ 
Jat'ion. And by his thus doing of Figi^T 
teoufhefs, in his converf^^on before tm^^ i 
it may be fully ktmun^ that he is f^ich ^ \ 
one, that is under the imputed righteouf^ ; 
nefs of Chrift, for his juftificatbp befi^r; 
Cod: and therefore, verfe lo. l\ei^y% 
In this the children nfGod 0re nu^ntfefi^ 4^n4 \ 
the children of the devil: wbo/oev^r d9tb nof j 
righteoufnefs^ is not" of Godj neither he tbi^ 
Jpveth not bis brother. He doth not fay, | 
he tJt^at doth not righteoufnels, is not of 
God, beQaufe he doth \t notj 2^ if the n<>^ I 
doing of it, m^^e hi?} te be iiot of Go^ ; | 
but by his not dowg IP^ righteoufnefs, \% \ 
is manifeft^ or made to ^ipp^ar, ^% \% vk 
not of God* Aijid thus we ar^ to undeiv 
ftand him, verfe 7* ^here, by be fb^i 
doth righteou/hefs, is righteous^ w? are tQ 
apprehend, that a righteous pei {qq's dqiiiig 
of righteoi^fhefs, is oply eifidential^ ai^^ 


I 

Apt (f^iputi^4^ of him as fuch. And fo 
tib« dp^rin? of a fimi^r's juftification bc» 

« 

f^c Go4» l?y /tff*^ aloqc. Apd, 

4? to (h^ oth^r text^ (hat &^ tc;0/>^j a 
m^n ifJ^jSifi^ and not by fait b mfy : thcxugk 
juftification Ijry %p^ris be fully ej^preft, yet 
it is ai)Q(her i<W of juftificaAion that is 
hflpe fpQljE6Q of J than fhaty by /aiVi&, which 
I hs^yc ^fleited ; and fo, is no contradict 
t^pn tQ it : the apoiUe Paul faith, Horn. 
m^ 28. ^b^t by faith a man is jufiified^ 
ami VAt by the d^fds tf fhf iaxa; and tho 
jiPOftl? JWPW frere, that by woth a ma^ 
is jufiifi^^^ and not by faith only. And 
thot}|^ there ia a fipeming contradi^on 
^tween thena \ql terms; yet there is 
r^^Uy noQg in^i^, Bccaufe the apoftk 
Paul fpeaks of the jujlijication of a finner 
\i^6ittQodt or his, x^j^ ftate of juftification^ 
Qpd*^ardt wblch is by faith alonq ; and 
tl^e apoftle J^^Q^es of the apparmcy of the 
^rt^th of hi3 f^th^ aud fi ojF his juftified 
ftate b^or^ Qod> by his good works^ b&t 
fore ifien \ by ^hich only it can be krmvn 
to theoif* $q that while one aflerts real 
jufiificatjon b^fprc Qodj to be hy faith a^ 
\on^y and th^ qther, a//ar^»/ juftification 
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before' men^ to be by good works ^ flowing 
from faith ; there is no contradidionv but 
a glorious harmony between them. In-^ 
afmuch as that faith^ by which, a iinner 
is juftified before God, will certainly be 
produftive of good works ; ^hich evidence 
a ftate oi juftification before mdx* 
c And that the apoftle Paul did fpeak 
of a ftate of real juftification before God^ 
when he afferts it to be by faith^ without 
the deeds of the kw, is evident, verfe 20. 
where he likewife excludes the deeds of 
the law, from having any hand in the 
juftification of a finner ; and what kind 
of juftification he intends, he exprefleth 
by thofe words, in his Jight, Therefore 
by the deeds of the law there fhall no flejh 
he juftified in his sioht j or, before 
God. 

. And as for the apoftle James, it b c- 
vident, that he fpal^e of a ftate of juftifi* 
cation before men^ or an apparent ftate of 
juftification before them, when he aflerts 
it to be by works ^ and not by faith only: 
for, verfe 18. he fays, Tea^ a man may 
Jajy thou haft faith ^ and I have . works : 
To which he replies, Shew me thy faith 
WITHOUT thy werks^ and I will fhew thee 
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my faith BY my works. As he profeffeth 
to /hew his fdith^ and fo his jujli^cdtion 
hy Imworisy it is plain, that he intends 
an apparent, or manifeftative juftificatian 
before meny when he afferts it to be by 
works. And this will further appear, by 
.the inftance he gives of Abrahatn's juftifi- 
cation hereby, verfes 21, 22. Was not 
\ Abraham our Father jujlified by works^ when 
i ^e had offered Ifaac his Son upon the altar f 
\ Seeji thmho^ faith wrought with his works ^ 
nnd by works was faith made ferfeSl ? By 
the word made here, we are to underftand, 
manifejled; i. e. that by his works, his 
faith was manifefted to ht perfeSl; or of 
that perfeA kind^ to which the promifc 
' of juftification is annexed. For the word 
made in this text^ is to be underflood juft 
in the fame fenie as it is, 2 . Cor. xii. 9 • 
I ^y ftrength is made ferfedt in weaknefs. 
I As from this text, we are not to think 
that . the ^weaknefs of the creature can 
I add any perfedion to the almighty j&e?w^r 
of God in itfelf but only in its manifeji- 
ation^ as thereby the power of God appears^ 
I to be perfeHy or fiands forth to be be^ 
\ held in its own almightinefs ; fo, neither 
I from the other are we to apprehend, that 
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Abraham's, works did add fihj f&fiSim 
to his faith in itfeif^ but Ohly in its i»a)rr- 
ftftation i as thereby his y^>i ^pjp^ared to 
kaperfia^ or ftood forth to be i^^Mi by 
meo^ in its own perfeSion ; as beli!)g 6f 
tiiat very /hW iprhich f ecdVM juftifitntt^n 
from God^ and aCGompatiies tht fahatidh 
of the foul: as it follows^ verfe sg^ And 
ibe fcriftwre i$>as fid^hd which faitb^ 
Abraham beU&oed God^ and it was implied 
nntp him fir Hghteou/hefs • and ht was calU 
fd the friend of God* In the form* part 
Of this verfe, Abntham's jliftificiation be^ 
fore Ood^ is plaiiily aflerted to be by faith, 
he believed Gody ^nd IT [i.e. the obedience 
of Chrift, which his faith faw in the pro^ 
mife] was imputed unto him for righteoufnefs. 
And then, in the latter part of the. verfe, 
his jaftification before fneft is plainly iih- 
plied to be by works / iti as much as his 
iaith^ fo worked by lovif in obedience to 
God's cOmmaiidiJ, that he was called the 
friend cfCod. And thiis the apofile James, 
Wbpn he i^aks of Abraham's juftification 
before God^ afferts it to be by faith^ as' 
much as Paul ; and when he fpeaks of it 
by worksy he intends that only which he 
hjid b^foi^ men. A^d in this fenfe, the 
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ap6ftle Paul afferts juftificatlon by worh^ 
as much as James, Rom. iv. 2. jR?r, // 
Abraham was jujiified by works , he h/xth 
v^bere<^ to ghry^ but mt before God. This 
jf here is not to be taken for an inter roga^^ 
tiouy a queflioQ, whether he was or not; 
hott iw a oonffjfioni a grant that he was. 
And therefore, follows, he hath whereof 
fa glory ; but (where ?) not before God* No, 
no, fays the apoftle \ had he been juftified 
by works y before Gody he would have had 
whereof to ^A?ry before. Gfirf; but iince his . 
juftification by works ^ extended only to 
meuy his gkrying was there limited ; and 
all boaftingy both from hinij and his Jeed^ 
is for ever excluded, by the law (f fcn^h, 
chap. iii. 27.: that is, by the doSlrhe of 
£iith, the go/pel; which reveals the obedi* 
erne of Chrift to be tt« only juftifying 
rightioufnefs oi a finner before God, as it 
is imputed to him, of the frceft grace ^ and 
received by faifh alond* ^ 

* Beddes what h'iis bees fo pertinently advanced . 
above, in anfwer to the objeAion urged againO: tha 
free juftification of guilty ilnners, by the ioiputatioa 
of the complete obedience and iinifhed righteoufne& 
of the divine Redeemer, received by faith, excJufiv^ 
of all works done by the creature^, an attention to 
the following particulars will throw fome farther 
light thereon> and fully evincei that ther^ x% hqcoa^ 
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Thus I have endeavoured to anfwer 
the objcdion made againft this doftrine, 

tradiftioh between the apodle Paul m affirming. 
That God imputeth righieoufntfs nuithout nvorks, &c. 
Rom« iv» 5, a6. ; and the apoftle James, faying, 
Tff f$s then^ how that by ivorkf a man is jufiificd^ 
arid not by faith onlyy James ii. 24. 

)ti order to IHulirate this we muft carefnlly dif* 
ttnguifh between the feveral forts of perfons that 
Paul and James had to do with. — Paulas difconrfe 
is bent againft proud felf-rightcousya/?;W^ir/w, who 
thought to buitd up a righteoufnefs of their own, 
by which they ^efigned bbth to adorn themfelvcs 
in the eye of God's holinefs, and to fecure them- 
fehesfromthp fword of hisjuftice : and therefore Paul 
teacheth, that no righteoufnefs of man can weigh 
in God's balance, or is pleadable at the bar of juf- 
tice. We are all as an unclean things and our righ^ 
teoufnefs is but as filthy rags. By the deeds of the 
lanu Jhall no flejh living bejujiified, Rom. iir/^2fb,.2l. 
But James hath to do with boafting and felf-decciv- 
ing hypocrites^ who pretend to faith, but it is a 
barren, idle, dead faith. They fay they had faith. 
Taut th^y had no works, James ii, 14.; they could 
not (hew, or evidence their faith, becaufe they had 
no works: and therefore. his defign was, to ihame, 
confound, and (ilence thefe hypocrites, and to de- 
mon (Irate, that they had no true faith at all, but 
did grafp a lye, and hug an idol of their own, inftead 
of true faith. — Paul treats of faith, as it refpefts 
Chrijl*s righteoufnefs y and as it builds and i§ afted 
only on this before Cod. But James fpeaks of faith, 
as it is to come forth, and to be demonftrated before 
men -^The juftification that James fpeaks of is not 
a juftification of the perfon^ but of the faith of 
Abraham, of hisfmcerity and integrity, Gen.xx. 12.' 
Bat the juftification that Paul treats of, is the: juf- 
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I before laid down, by opening the texts 
on which it was founded }, and T have 

tification of. the ungodly per fin y by the imputation 
of Chrift's righteoufnefs> Rom. iv. 5, 6. -^Paul treats 
of the calces of j unification, he fearches after the 
fprings ofit, viz. Chrift's righteoufhefs, and faith 
as receiving it : but James fpeaks of the effects of 
juftification. A man whofe perfon is juftified before 
God, will certainly juftify his faith and fincerity 
before men, by works of righteoufnefs.^ — Paul fpeaks 
of the juftification of ?ijinner ; James treats of the 
approbation of a believer. Paul dlfcourfes of the 
riohteoufnefs thatmuftjuftify, viz, the righteoulnefs 
orChrift ; James treats of the fasti that muft evi- 
dence a perfon juftified, of what kind, it muft be, 
viz. not an idle, lazy, but an operative faith. Paul 
ipeaks of juftification before God, Rom. iii. 20, 21.; 
James treats of juftification before men, James ii. 18. 
S6e^ yjie thy faith ; that is, prove it, if thgu canft, 
to be a right faith, if it bring not forth good 
works. 

Moreover, that the apoftle James doth not fpeak 
of a /r5/tfr juftification of the perfon of a. man be- 
fore <jrod, by works, might be made evident by fe- 
veral arguments. — The proper juftification of a man 
is from ^ns that he hath been guilty of; not for 
nuorks of righuoufnefs which he hath wrought : good 
works are not mewed before God*s tribunal ; but 
iniquities are covered^ Pfalm xxxii. i, 2. — Nothing 
will properly juftify a perfon, but what is commen- 
farate to the divine law, and Wi^fatisfy the juftice 
of God : but no obedience of ours can do this ; no- 
thing but the finiftied righteoufnefs of Chrift : there- 
fore we cannot be juftified by our works ; the man 
that is juftified, is /t<t» i[>yA^o[JLivof, he that nvori" 
eth not, Rom. iv. 5. — Nothing will properly juftify 
US, but what juftified Jefus Cbriji ; he could not j 
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been the largef herein^ in order to ibt 
tbeniy and the trutb^ in a clear light. 

he jaftifiedy except I^e had fulfilled the precept of 
the law, and endured the curfe alfo in nis death : 
therefore tre cannot be juftified by our works ; if we^ 
coo Id, then would Chrift have died in vain. — ^la 
a proper juftificadon, we are juftified before God, 
Rom. ill. 20, 21. But our own good works cannot 
be imputed unto us for a rightcoufnefs before God, 
becaufe he fees fo many faults, blemilhes,* and de- 
fcfts in them. — Our beft works need a pardon ; and 
therefore cannot be our righteoufnefs to juftify us : 
that which needs forgivenefs, and really dcifervcs 
puniflimcnt, can ncTcr earn a reward, and be ac- 
, ceptcd for a juftifying righteoufiiefs. — If we coul^ 
be juftified by our good works, we fhould juftify 
our/elves ; but it is Gods atfl, and not ours to juftify* 
Rom. viii. 33.// /'/ God that jujlijieth.-r^lti true jofr 
tifysation, we receive a rightcoufnefs and an atone- 
ment, Rom. V. II, 17. But our works cannot 
make an atonement for us, or be a righteoufnefs to 
us. * ' 
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S EC T. VL 

iThe Insufficiency of legal 
obedience to the Juftification of a 

Sinner. 

/ . - ' 

Rom. Hi. 20* 

By the deeds ef the law^ there Jhali twfieftf^ 
be juftified in bisjigbt* ''^ 

t 

AN D now, to ihew the -impojibfliiy* 
of a finner's being jyfiified before 
God, by the wotks of the law, xar by kkw 
own b}>edience Xi^ the law;, I iball take a 
little notice, what it is that God, bf kis 
iaw^ requires of man ; and aUb, for tvhat 
^rf the law was given. And, 

Ftrfty God, by his luw^ reqiiiues. of e^ 
very man perfeS obedience; whk^ is kis 
duty to perform, althou^ he cannot d(> 
it. As all men are creatures of Ood^s 
makhig^ and were all at once made repre-^ 
Tentatively, in their natural kead Adam ; 
' fo in him, as thotr covenant beai, they 
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were creatures of God's governing ; when 
he gave him the fiandaaiental lata of na- 
tare, commanding him to eat of the trees 
of the garden, with a particular prohibi- 
tion of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, Gen. ii. 16, 17. And the Lord God 
commanded the man^ fay^^^j Of ^^ry tree 
of the garden tbou may ft freely eat: Bid of 
the tree of knowledge of good and evily thou 
fhalt not eat of it ; for in the day thou eattfl 
thereof^ thou fhalt fur ely die. And it was 
meet that 6od ihould govern the creature 
he had made both for his own glory ^ and 
the creature^s good: ' for, as God's mani- 
feflative glory was concerned in his crea- 
ture's obedience ; fo it was the happinefs 
of the creatm*e to ferve its Creator, and 
in this way to enjoy him. God is Xo 
great, fo good, and fo glorious a Being, 
that it is the happinefs of the angels in 
heaven to be fubje^b to his commands ; 
and io k was of man in paradife, to be 
fubjeft to this law given him : in which, 
though the threatening of dead, upon his 
dift>bedience, be only expreffed; yet the 
promife of life, or the continuation of 
that blt&fiil fiate he was then in pofieffion 
ef^ for himfelf and his feed, upon his o- 


« 

u^i^cient tojuflify a Sinner* 14^ 

bedience, was iV»//i>4.— And this original 

law did fummarily contsun all the ten 

words given zt mount Sinai ^ or ^c fub- 

ftance of the nioral lay)^ delivered in the 

ten commandments y by the Lord's audible 

▼oice from heaven ; and wrote by^ hina, 

in the two tables of Jlonej when he gave 

his law^ in this peculiar manner unto 

IfraeL And when this moral law^ ifi 

the original form of it, was firft guren to 

Adam, and in him to all mankind^ his • 

heart was perfedly conformed thereto; 

and he, and fo they in Ukn, had pc^^er 

to have kept it ; and «it would have beea 

his, and their bapfinefs^ fo tq have 

done. 

But he, being a mutable creature, at^d 
left, to the freedom of his own w///, fpon 
hearkened to , the tei;nptations oi Satan^ 
caft off his loyalty to his Maker and Sove- 
reign Lord^ and yielded fubjedion to the 
prince of darknefsj in obeying his didates^ 
ai\d eating of the forbidden frmt* In 
doing which, he for himfelf^ and his whole 
pojlerity^ broke the whole law at once. 
From whence, th^ penalty y or threatening, 
became righteoufly due to him and thsm, 
as the juft reward of his difobcdience^ wbere^ 
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by many were node finners : and Jh death 
pa fed upon alt men in hirn^ in wboni iifl had 
famedj Rom. v. 12, 19. ' 

And as foon as Adam had fitined, and 
we in him, there was thenceforth noJife 
to be had for a faOen creature, by jts Own 
ebedience to the law : becaufe the law be- 
ing once brtken^ Adam and every one of 
^ Ms ract^ were looked upon in the eye of 
the' law, as f r^i^nj^rj ; ^ and . ther'eforc 
the rightecMis lawy could do nothing to 
j^ft^fy ^ finher; it became nveak^ in this 
regard, through oxjsflejh^ or corrupt na- 
ture, Rom. viil 3.* But all the power it 
had, 4onfidered as broken^ was to thunder 
o»b curfe and wrath, againft every foul 
, of aianthat had done evil. 

And befides the guilt of the firft tranf- 
greffion,. on which account Adam, and 
^11 his pofterityy were at. once laid under 
the curfe; from which they could never 
deliver themfelves, and fo ;io life for 
them by a broken law^ which bound them 
over to punifhment ;. befides this, I fay, 
there was an univerfal/)fl//t^//W of nature, 
that overfpread the foul of Adam, the 
cmje taking hold upon him in the very 
inftant of his difobedience. The threa- 
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tcn^iBg \^a»9 In the dayi thou eatefi thereof > 
tbou Jhgk fwrely die; or, hi dymg thoujbalt 
(Re. \tk which was: coutakied death ipiri- 
taal, temporal, and et^Bal, as^ dte paft 
, Xirages^ of f%n. And the j&/? of thefe .was 
mila»tly exec iked upon him: in that veiy 
day, hour, and . moment, in which be 
finned^ he died^ in hi » fool, or fpirit, with 
regsrel to that life of holioef^^ and perfei^ 
cofifbrmity to the law, which before he 
was pofiefled of: and thereby he loft aM 
his fower to fulfil the law, or to yield 
fucb an obedieiice as the holy law of God 
xequtres, or can* accejpt* The law required 
]6erfed: obedience, and can accept of na 
lels ; and Adam having loft all his moral 
reBvtuck^ be wa& utterly incapable XxxfrdfU 
the law. And as it was with Adam; ia 
this regard, on accbmit of \i\sjirji fin^ fo 
it is with every one of his defendants^ that 
proceed from hira by ordinary generation: 
as they became j'«^/V^ in his firfk tranfgreC- 
fion, fq coming into the world, in union 
to him, as their coveiiant4iead, ftandihg 
together with him, under the fame broken 
hxv^ they become filthy likewife; the 
contagion of fin overfpreads the whole 
foal, as /bon as ever it inforin^ the body. 
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And thus every child of Adam, being 
Jhapen in iniquity^ and conceived injin^ come* 
forth into this world a ftnner^ with a de- 
filed nature, a carnal mind^ Or corrupt 
foul, which is not fubjeii to, the law ofGod^ 
neither indeed can be^ Ffalm li. 5 . Rom. 
viii. 7. 

Anci that infants are born ftnners^ ap- 
pears from Bom. v. 14.} where the a- 
poftle, proving that fin was in the world, 
before the giving of the law at imuni 
Sinai J in that death reigned from Adam to 
Mofejy gives the death of infants as an in- 
fiance of their htin^ ftnners. NevertheUfs^ 
fays he, death reigned from Adam to hlofes^ 
^ even over them that ha'4 not finned after the 
. fimilitude of AdanCs :tranfgreJJion : that is, 
over, infants^ who were not capable of 
finning aStually^ as Adam did ; but they 
^t\Ti% guilty in him, ^nA filthy from him, 
the law of God finds them finnersy and 
fo deaths the wages of ftn^ feizes upon 
them. 

Thus we are finners by nature^ before 
we arc lb by pradice': and none can bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean ; no not one^ 
Job xiv. 4. There can be no pure obedf 
ence yielded to God^s holy law, fuch as it 
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requires, by filthy^ abominable man. And 
TLsAdam, upon his firft fin, became guilty^ 
and *ive in him ; and as he inftantly there- 
upon became^// Ay, and we as foon as we 
have a being ; fo there can be no life for 
a fallen creature, by the \^orks of the law. 
For, Sjirfiy he has already broken the law, 
and fo is under the curje. And, fecondfy, 
he has loft his p/wer to obey it ; and fo 
cannot obtain the bleffing. And there- 
fore, when Adam had finned, The Lord 
Cod drove out the man from the gar den. of 
Eden^ and placed cherubims and a flaming 
fword^ that turned every way to keep the 
^way of the tree of life ^ Gen. iii. .24. This 
did fignify to him, and to all his pofterity, 
that now he had broken the law, there 
was no life for them by their own obe- 
dience; or that it was impofiible that fall- 
en man, fliould have life by his obedience 
to the law, as Adam was to hive had in 
Faradife; and* that whoever fliould at- 
tempt it that way, muft^ be inevitably de- 
ftroyed by the flaming-fword of God's 
juftice, which turned every way^ towards 
every one of the commandments, which 
man had l?roken, to keep the firmer from 
life by the law. And therefore, the 
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apoftle iayst That as many as in vain, ^• 
tempt to obbbn fife by the law, are ua- 
der the curfe^ Gal. iii. 10. R^r as jmuiy^ 
are f^ the works af the law^ are under tie 
cur/e : for it is written^ Qurfid is .every em 
that amtinuetb mot in all things writtm in 
the hook of the iaw^ to do them. 

Thns there is no life for a fallen crea* 
ture by the works of the law ^ becaaic 
he has loft his power to yidd ibch aA 0- 
bedience as the law requires. For, the 
eternal bw of God requires the iame per- 
fed, perpetual obedience, now man is 
fallen^ and has loft his firengtb^ as it did 
when he was upright^ and had power to 
perforan it, and that righteoufly too. Bc- 
caufe, when the law was firft given to 
^am, and in him to all mankind^ he had 
power to have kept it ; and though maBf 
by fin, has loft his power to obey^ yet God 
has not loft his power to command. iVod 
therefore, every roan that cbmeth irtx) 
this world, notwithftanding ^ his being 
born a firmer^ and previonily under the 
curfe^ is bound to yidd a perfed oheSenu 
to God's holy law, in thought, word, 
and deed; in heart, lip, and life, from 
his birth^ to his death, without the le^ 


fauime^ cpr wiy fiep i and upon default 
I&ar^of, 2^ rlgbteoufly. falls uader ib» 
ccndemnaiim of the law, auad the fiery in- 
d^QgtioQ of a fia-nevengiflg God \ which 
m&St be bora, either by himf^lf or his 
Sur^y^ as^ blefled be God, it hatl^ been 
by the Suriety^ Chrifty for all that iliaU be 
Jjzved. And as for thofe that perijh^ diey 
xtnift bear the weight of their own fon^ 
aaid of God's inexpreflible wraths break- 
ing forth upon them, through the cur£;s 
of a broken law, in the toriuents of hdl 
for ever. 

, And this &ews the greabt mtfery, and 
cruel bondage we are in by nature, by 
reafon of Jin^ as b^ing under the law^ 
which is the min^ratioM If deaths 2 Cor« 
iiL 7 • . It commands duty^ and that rigJIh- 
teoufly^ but can give wyjlr^ngih; and this 
' was ihadowed forth by the bondage the 
children of IJrael were in, in Egypt ^ ^nder 
Fbarsah^ and his eri^el iajk-mafters ; who 
cooHBanded ikzfull tale ofini^k^ andytt 
afforded no fir ofw. And it was an tinrtgh^ 
t£dus thing in them, thus to. command the 
I/raeJites, and then to ieat them for the 
iKm-perfbrmaaoe of that, which they ne- 
ver had ahiJity to do } yet, as was faid, 
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it is a rightcBus thing with God, accord- 
ing to h^ law, to comi|iand perfect obe* 
dience of fallen man, and to curie him to 
death ^ upon default hereof; becauCe he 
once had power to have yielded it, and 
by hia^ own fin deprived himfdf hereof. 
But however righteous it is, (as thofe that 
perifh fliall one day own. When every 
' mouth Jhall be ftofed^ and all the world be^- 
come guilty before Godj Rom. iii. 19.) yet 
the mifery of man by reafon hereof, is 
exceeding greats And, 

Secondly J To jH^ew this, viz. the mifery 
of man, by fin, as being under the ex- 
ading and condemning law, and fo the 
need he had of a Savi6ur, was one great 
end of the giving of the law zt mount Sinai. 
For, until the law, fays the apoftle^ Sin 
was in the world; but Jin is not imputed 
'when there is no law, Rom. v. 13. How 
is that ? Why, it is not to be underftood, 
as if Go^'did not impute it; for that he 
did, is evident, in that he inflic):ed the 
punifliment thereof, the wages due to it, 
death : for death reig^iedfrom Adam to Mofef^ 
as irt the next vcrfc. But the meaning 
is, that during that traft of time, fromi 
Adam to Mofes, the confciences of men 
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were grown in a great meafure fecure^ 
and not having that juft fenfe they ought 
to have had of the law's feverity, (as it 
vras given out to Adam, and to them in 
him) they did not do their office, in con- 
demning for fin. When they did evil, 
they did not impute fm unto themfelves ; 
or, at leaft, not in fuch a manner as they 
ought, or was agreeable to the ftriftnefe 
of the holy law ; and therefore it amount- 
ed to little more, nay, no more, in the 
phrafe of the Holy Ghoft, . than a non-im" 
futation of it. And therefore God would 
have his law come forth in a new edition, 
with the tremenduous Majefty, and a- 
mazing terror of a God, glorious in holi- 
ness ; when he came down on mount Sinai ^ 
inflaming jire^ .with thunders^ and lighten'^ 
ingSf and a great earthquake ; and the voice 
of a trumpet^ founding exceeding loud^ to 
fummons the peopje to hear the voice of 
their Creator, God, in his holy law, 
which he fummed up, and gave in teii 
words, or Xki^ ten commandments ^ Exod. 
xix. i6, 6"j. and XX. i, &c. Where- 
upon the people remtmidy and flood afar off; 
as firuck with the amazing purity (X God*s 
mturCy difplayed in his holy law ; while 
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he appeared as a conjiiming fire^ to fhcw 
his juft vengeance againft all &^-breakers : 
and they being jrw/ZiTy, and^^ condemned, 
began to fee their need of "Sl Mediator ; 
and faid to MofeSj (the typical (mic) Speak 
thou with us^ and we wUt hear ; but let 
not God /peak with us, lejl we die^ vcrfes 
1 8, 19. — Ihus the taw entered that the 
offence might abound; that Jin by the com-- 
mandment might becofue exceeding Jinful; or 
appear to be finful fin indeed, Kom.v* 20. 
and vii. 13.' 

The end of the law^s being gin>en on 
mount Sinaiy to fallen man, was not that 
he fliould obey it for lije ; but that, by 
the apparent ftraightnefs of the rule^ the 
crookednefs of his ways might be manifeft ; 
and that by the ftrid purity of this holy 
law^ now drawn out in all its beautiful 
lineaments, the defilement of man's nature^ 
and the odioufnefs of his features^ in his 
difconformijty thereto, might appear: and 
that by this law^ in the hand of the Spirit, 
which was at firft ordained unto li^'* ^"** 
now by fiUy become the miniftrai 
deaths the finner might be killed 
hopes of life therefrom, the offe 
by abounding in his fight unto death ; tb 
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fo by this he might be prepared to receive 
the free gift of life in Chrift, and the 
luperabounding grace of God, reigning 
through righteoufnefs^ unto eternal life by 
him* 

Again, the Sinai law was given^ that 

Chrift might be made under it, to fulfil its 

requirements^ and fuffer its penalties for 

his people ; to make them righteous by 

his obedience to it, or the adive obedience 

of his life, and to redeem them from the 

curfe of it by his pajftve obedience, or 

his meritorious death. And that thus 

fulfilling it, he might become the end of it 

for righteoufnefs unto them, and for ever 

deliver them from it, as it is a covenant 

of works ; that fo from him^ their Saviopr- 

King, they might receive this royal law, 

as a rule of life, to fquare their obedience 

by; which is defigned to glorify God, 

and not to obtain falvation from: and 

thus in love. Serve it, in the newnefs of 

the Spirit, and not in the oldnefs of the 

letter, Rom. v. 19. Gal. iii. 13. with 

chap. iv. 4, 5. Rom. x. 4, i Cor. ix. 2 1, 

Rom. vii. 6. 

Thus it appears, that the law was given 
for tvidis fubfervient to the gofp^H; and not 

U 


I 

f 


'^4 Z^^^ Obedience SeA:VI. 

to oppofe aod deftroy the gofpel. For 
which end the corrupt nature of man 
dothpcrverfly ufc itj in endeavouring to 
obey it for right eoufnefs unto life^ when 
there can be no Ufe had thereby. Not 
but that the proniife of Itfe^ upon the 
creature*s obcditnce^ is contained in the 
law ; as the threatening of death on his 
difobedience : For Mofes defcriheth the ri^h- 
teoufnefs which is of the laiv^ that the man 
that doth thoje things, /hall live by them; 
as the apoftle declares, Roax. x. 5 . But 
then thej^;7;?^rhas already broken the law, 
and loft his power to fulfil it ; and on 
both accounts, it is irapoffible for him 
to obtain life by it:, and to attempt the 
fame, is a Go<^-dilhonouring, and a fiid- 
dcftroying thing. The foul that feeks 
life by tlie law, difhonours God, in that 
it does its utmoft to oppofe the grt2it deffgn 
of his infinite wifdora and grace, in fav- 
ing finners by his Son : and it deflroys it- 
felf, in feeking the bleffvig in fuch a way, 
wherein it is impoffible to be had ; . ^^" 
whereby it muft inevitably fall under the 
cuirfe. And fuch a foul, in doing for \w^ 
tuns quite counter to God's way of belies* 
ifig for life : and he that believeth not the 
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Scn^ (living and dying in diat ftate) Jball 
not fee life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him^ John iii. 3d. which will fink 
him into the abyfs of unutterable and e- 
ternal torment. But it may be faid, 
* You talk of doing for life^ and trujl- 
ing to our own obedience for acceptance 
with God, ;ind that this is 2l foul-AQ- 
ftroying thing : But who is there that 
goes about it ? Do not all that profefs 
the name oiChriJl^ believe that he died 
to fave mankind ? But we muft not 
from thence fit Jltll^ and do nothing 
ourfehes ; we muft do what we can^ and 
what we cannot do^ Chrift will make up 
by his morit, and God will forgive us 
our fins.^ . 
And fo the perfon that makes this ob- 
jedHon, would not be thought tofeek life 
by the works of the law; but is for falvation 
in a mixed way, partly by works ^ and 
partly by grace. But as no fuch thing 
can be, for grace and works, in the point 
of falvation^ can no more mix than iron 
and clay ; fo the perfon that feeks life at 
ally by his own works, will be found to 
feek it wholly by the works of the law, if 
what Paul fays is true, llom. xi. 6. And 
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if by grace J then it is no more of works; 
otherwife grace is no more grace : but if it 
be of works ^ then is it nd more grace ; other- 
wife work is no more work. It mufl be 
• wholly of works, or wholly of grace. And 
therefore every man muft ftand either on 
the fide of works ^ or on the fide of grace. 
And as it is God's way to fave finners 
alone by his yr^^ grace; fo every foul that 
Ihall be faved, is made willing to be favcd 
in this 'way. And that foul that is not 
willing to have falvation alone by God's 
free grace in Chrift, without the leaft re- 
gard, to his own works, in point of accept' 
ance^ muft for ever go without it. And 
as for that foul, whoever he b^, that ad- 
heres, in the leaft, to his own works j^ he 
will be found to be of the works of the 
law ; and as fuch, muft inevitably fall 
under the curfe : for he, adhering to the 
iaw, choofes to ftand at its bar / and that 
requiring of him perfeft obedience j which 
he cannot perform, (although it is his 
duty) it will curfe him to death for fihc 
want of it. Such a foul, in attempting 
to do . any thing for life, tacitly fays, that 
he is able to keep the whole law ; and fo 
out of his own mouth will be judged 
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and condemned for the non-performance 
of it. 

Little do fouls know, what a dreadful 
taflli they undertake, when they go about 
'working for life^ and to ejlablijh their own 
righteoufnefi . They reject the great, full, 
and free falvation of God in the go/pel j 
and bind themfclvfes over to the condemna-- 
tion of a broken law^ and to the fiery in- 
dignation of a fin-revenging God; and 
will find it a moa fearful thing to fall into 
. his hands. And whoever thou art, foul, 
that art for doing for life, thou wilt find 
enough to do i for no lefs than to fulfil 
the whole law doth God require of thee 
thereby. • But it may be further faid ; 
^ Why, then, we may 6ven thrown* 

* way the law^ caft oS fubjeSion to it, 

* and live as we lijl.^ ' 

But, hold, man; thou art under the 
law, and canft not fo feafily deliver thy- 
felf from its yoke. It bidi> thee do^ and 
60 perfeBly: and though thou canft not 
yield fuch an obedience as it requires, 
yet thou art indifpenfibly bound to do 
what thou canji ; (yea, and infinitely 
more than is in thy power to perform) 
and thou oughteft^to do thy utmoift, as a 


ij:8 Legal Obei>ience Seft. VI. 

creature J in point of obedience to God, thy 
Creator and Prefcrvcr. And he will re- 
gard die ads of thy moral righteqpihe& ; 
and, in the bounties of his providence, 
reward thy obedience, with good things, 
in this prefent life* So that, in this re- 
fped, thou wilt not ferve an hard mailer: , 
For whatfoever good thing any man doth^ 
the fame /ball he receive of the Lord, wbe^ 
ther he be bond or free^ Eph, iv. 8. And 
hence there is encouragement enough for 
fallen man, to ufe his utmoft diligence to 
do what God requires of him in his law. 
But if he would be faved^ he mufl: feek 
ialvation in another way ; even in that 
way wherein God has declared it may be 
had. 

For, if a iinful creature, will obey the 
law^ with an .eye to make himfelf rigbte^ 
eus in the fight of God, and to obtain e- 
temal Kfe thereby ; as this was not God's 
end ih giving the law to fallen man, fo 
he will fay to fuch an one, Who hath re^ 
quired thefe things at pur hands ? And 
czH all his obedience as dung^ and a1x)mt- 
mhle jfilth, into his face, to his everlafiing 
Jbame and utter corfufton : for, in point of 
rigbteoufnefs before God, nothing Icfs than 
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perfeft obedience czn be accepted; which % 
fallen creature cannot perform: and God 
having appointed the obedience of his Son, 
to be the only juftifying righteoufnefs of a 
finner ; if a finful creature fets afide the 
perfeSl obedience of Chrift, by introducing 
his own imperfed obedience in the ftead 
thereof; or prefents his own filthy rags ; 
to join with Chrift's fpotlefs, glorious robe^ 
in order to obtain life by the works of his 
own hands, when God has declared,^ that 
it is only to be had hyh\% free gift ; it is 
a moft daring affront to the grace of God 
in the gofpel^ and to the jujlice of God in 
the law. Atid the condemnation of fuch 
a foul, will be exceedingly more aggra- 
vated, and his punijhment more intollerable, 
that thus adheres to the law^ under .the 
promulgation of the gofpel^ than that of 
the beat hens v/ho perifli, not having heard 
of the Name of Chrift, And thus it is a 
dreadful thing, for a poor finner, to at- 
tempt to t/(? any thing himfclf, that fo he 
may inherit eternal Y\(e. For, if he will 
enter into life that way, he muft keep all 
the commandments^ in heart, lip, and life^ 
without the leaft failure continually, which 
he can never do } and fo runsJiimfelf upon 
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the flaming Sword of God's jujitce^ in 
his fiery law ; and dying in that ftate, he 
muft fuddenly be deftroyed^ and that without 
remedy. But again, it may be laid ; 
.' If there is no fuch thing, as life to 

* be had for a fallen creature, by its 
^ own obedience to the law, then It is 

* made void/ 

I anfwer, with the apoftle. Do we then 
make void the law through faith? God 
forbid: yea^ we ejlablijb the law^ Rom. 
iii. 51. It is thofe deftroy the lawj who 
would put it off with their own imperfeil 
obedience : for thereby, they tacitly iay, 
that the law is not fo ftri£b and holy as 
it once was ; nor fo binding to the crea- 
ture, either in its requirements of duty, 
or obligation to punifhment, as it was 
wont to be. Bnt as for thofe who affert, 
that the law of God is an eternal rule of 
righteoufnefe, and that it indifpenfibly 
requires of every man that is under it, 
as a covenant of works, ^ perfect and per- 
petual obedience, which is the creature's, 
duty to perform, although he cannot do 
it ; and that upofi default hereof, it righ- 
teoufly binds the tranfgreflbr over to pu- 
Bifliment, and fo fet it afide^ and ceafc 
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obey it for life ; thefe ejlablijh the law : 
that they, by faith, take hold of Chrift's 
€>bedience^ who has fulfilled it perfeftly, 

^ and is become the end of it for righteouf- 
Tieji^ to> every one that believeth; and in 
that, to all unbelievers who remain under 
it, they affert its equity and eternity, in 
requiring of theiti complete, and confiant 
obedience, and binding them over to 
death, both in foul and body, in time 
and to eternity, for the non-performance 

• thereof. 

Thus, as it is the duty of the creature, 
man, to ^e?' whatever his. Creator com- 
mands in his holy law, which yet he can-^ 
not do : fo it appears to be utterly impof 
Jible for him to he jufiijied hy \x\s own o- 

' bedience ; and the mifery of man, with 
regard to the law^ is exceeding great in- 
deed : a^d therefore, the good news the 
gcfpel brings muft needs be glad tidings ; 
as it reveals pardon and life for a Jinner^ 
through the compkte obedience of Jefus 
Chrift, imputed to him for his juftifying 
rigbteoufnefs before God, which is to be 
received by faith alone. 
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SECT. VII. 
The Conclusion. 

Is A. Xlv. 24. 

Surely^ Jhall one fay^ In the Lord have I 

rlghteoufnefs . 

IN the laft place, I fhall add fomething 
by way of ufe from what has been 
faid,' as a concluiion of the whole. 
And, 

I. Since ihQJuftiJication of a finner is 
by the complete obedience of Jefus Chrift, 
imputed to him, and received by faithy 
and produceth fuch great and glorious 
e^e^s ; we may hence Jearn, what reafon 
we have to admire tljat infinity of wifdomj 
which fliines forth in the contrivance of 
this wonder ; and to adore that immen- 
fity of grace which is difplayed in this glo- 
rious provifton made for the favourites of 
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heaven ^ ! When the beloved John was 
favoured with a vifionary fight of the 
ti^ ivoman-bridey the Lamb^s wifs^ as clotb* 
ed with Chrift, the Sun of righteouihefs, 

• This divine rtghteouiiiefs of the adorable Re- 
deemer, which is tne aloile ground of a guilty fin- 
ner's juftification, has many ingredients in it, and 
peculiar exccllencres appertaining to it, that fkould 
excite wonder amd admiration in thefe who have 
had it imputed unto them. It is not onJy in 
itfelf, a full, fufficicnt, complete, and meritorious 
Tighteoufncfs ; butarighteoufnefsof God's contriv- 
ance, Pfaf. Ixxxix. 19, 20. Ifa. xlii. 6> 7.; — of God's 
working out, Heb. ii. 17. John xvii. 4» 19. 30. ; 
-i-of God*s approving, Ifa. xlii. 21. ; — of God's 
accepting, Eph. v. 2.;— of God's revealing, Rom. 
i. 17. iii. 21. ; — of God's bringing near, Heb. ix* 

23. 24. Ifa. xlvi. 13. : But it is alfo a righteouf- 

aeis by which the law is magnified, Ifa. xlii. 21 . ; 
— juftice fotisfied, Rom. viii, 34. Pfalm Ixxxv. 10. j 
— fin expiated, Heb. i. 3. ix. 26. ; — tranfgreffion 
finifhed, Dan. ix. 24. — wrath appeafed, and deliver- 
ance from it obtained, Micah vii. 18. i Theif.i. 10.; 
-^the curfe removed, Gal. iii. 13. ;-^the guilty 
afToiled^ Rom, viii. 33, 34,; — freedom from con- 
• damnation fecuredt Rom. viii. i. ; — the finner e- 
tcrnally faved, Ifa. xlv. 17*; — Heaven purchafed^ 
[. Heb. X. 19, 20.; — God glorified, Ifa. xlix, 3, John 
zvii. 4.; — Chrift honoured, Ifa. liii. 12. Phil, ii.8) 9.; 
^—believers adorned and exalted, Ifaiah Ixi. lo, 

Pfalm Ixxxix. 16.: And, to crown all, it is a 

permanent and an everlafiing righteoufnefs, Dan. 

ix. 24. Ifaiah xlv. 17. What reafon then ha^e 

the redeemed ones to be filled with wonder and 
admiration in contemplating the finifhed furety- 
rightcoufnefs ! 
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and fhining forth in the refplendent rays 
of her Bridegroom's glory j he fays, he 
. faw a WONDER, Rev. xii. i. And a won- 
der it is indeed ; fo great, that it calls 
for the admiration* both of men and of 
angels. This is on^ of ' thofe glorious 
things y that by the gofpel is revealed unto 
us. Which the angels deftre to look intOy 
I Pet. i. 1 2 . And while finful men have 
the forgivenefs ofthtitftns^ through Qhri^s 
bloody and the acceptation of Xhtiv perfonSy 
in him the Beloved^ according- to the riches 
of the Father'j grace, ivherein he has «- 
bounded towards them, in all ivifdom and 
prudence; it becomes them to admire, and 
adore the fame, and to cry but, with the 
apoftle, the depth of the riches^ both of 
the nvifdom and knowledge of God! How 
unfearchahle are his 'judgments, afid his ways 
paft finding out! Eph. i. 6, 7, 8. Rom. 
xi. 33. That the obedience of the Son of 
God fhould be made our right eoufnefs, the 
righteoufnefs of a fmner, to his complete 
jujlification before (God, is fuch a projedl of 
infinite ivifdom, fuch a provijion of infinite 
grace, for the falvation of God's chofen, 
that it every way becomes the great Je- 
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hoVah ! And will be the endlefs wonder 
of men and angels ! 

2. Since the juftification of a finner is 
wholly by the righteoufnefs of another, 
which IS a way of life above nature, above 
being difcovered by nature's lights and 
feen by nature's eye^ or difcovered by the 
light of the laWj ^nd difcerned by na- 
tural reafon; we may hence learn, what 
an abfolute neceffity there is of a fuper- 
natural revelation there6f, in order to the 
fouPs receiving of this righteoufnefs^ and 
fo of the grace of juflification. thereby. 
This is one of thofe things that God has 
prepared for his people, that never entered 
into the heart of the natural man to conceive 
of which he has neither known nor can 
. underftand ; and therefore deems itfoolifl?- 
nefsy or a foolifh thing, for any to think 
th^y fliall be juftified by the obedience of 
Chrift, exclufive of all their own works^ 
But the people 'of God, receive not the 
fpirit which is of the wOrld^ but the Spirit 
which is of Gody that they may know the 
things which are .freely given them of God. 
And this^ of the free gift of righteoufnefs^ 
is revealed unto them by his Spirit^ though 
it is one of thofe deep things ofGody which 
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are hidden from the natural man ; and 
which are impoilible to be known by any, 
but heaven-born fouls, under a fpccial re 
velation from above, i Gor. ii. 6, &€• 

3 . Since the juftificdtion of a finner is 

by the obedience of Chrift alone ; we may 

hence learn, how greatly important the 

knowledge thereof is! The knowledge of 

this righteoufnefs, muft needs be o£ the 

litmoft importance^ fincc' ignorance of it, 

and non-fubmijjion to it, (wbi^h always go 

together) leave the foul in an unrighteous 

ftate, Rom. ix. 31, 32. and x. 3. All 

thofe miferable fouls, who are ignorant of 

Chrift*s righteoufnefs^ go about to eflahlifh 

their own righteoufnefs ; and, alas! Tihehed 

is fhorter^ than that a man can fir etch him- 

felf upon it J and the covering narrower ^ than 

that he can wrap himfelfin it^ Ifa. xxviii. 20. 

There is no true rejl for a finner^ from 

the works of its own hands ; no covering 

for a naked foul, from tht fig-leaves of its 

own righteoufnefs^ though ever fo artfully 

fewed together. Our Lord told his dif- 

cipleSj that except their righteoufnefs did 

L' exceed the righteoufnefs of the Scribes and 

\ Pharifees^ they fhculd in no cafe enter into 

\ \ the kingdom of heaven^ Mat. v, 2 o. Thefe 
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Scribes and Pharifees wtvt the zealous j the 
religious men of that age^ the ftricl ob- . 
fcrvers of Mofes's law^ that trufted in 
themfelveSy that they were righteous, by 
their own /^^^/ performances, and thought 
to get to heaven by means thereof. But 
our' Lord declares, that none Ihall ever 
come there y but thpfe Avho have a better 
righteoufnefs, a righteoufnefs that exceeds 
a pharifaical righteoufnefs ; i. e. fuch a 
righteoufnefs, that every way anfwers to 
all the extenfive requirements of the lawy - 
in heart, lip, and life ; atid this is no o- 
ther than the ^righteoufnefs of Chrifl, im- 
puted to poor finners, or made theirs by 
imputation ; in which, being completely 
jufiified^ according to law ^tidjuflice, they 
ihall, as righteous perfons, be admitted 
into the kingdom of heaven, or into the 
glory of the heavenly y?i2/^; while all thofe 
who truft in their own righteoufnefs, and 
think they have done many wonderful 
works, which they dare plead for accept- 
ance with God, fliall be fent away from 
Chrift, into eternal mifery^ with a depart 
from me, ye workers of ini(juity, ' MatJth . 
vii. 22. 

And as our Lord, in this his fermon 
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upon the mount^ had been expounding 
. the lavsr of God, in itsjpirituality, as ex- 
tending to the heart J as well as life ; and 
afferting the neceffity of keeping the com- 
mandments, in the fame extenfive man- 
ner, that the law required^ in order to 
make a perfon righteous ; fo, in the con,- 
clufion thereof, he fays, Thereforey who- 
foever heareth thefefayings ofmine^ and doth 
ihefUy I will liken him unto a wife man^ who 
built his houfe upon a rock : and the rain 
defcended and the floods came, and the winds 
blew^ And -heat upon that houfe ; and it fell 
noty for it was founded upon a rock^ verfes 
24, 25. lihckfayirigs of our Lord, con- 
tain the fub/lance of the moral laWy and 
the doing of them unto righteoufnefs before 
God, is by believing; as faith lays hold 
on Chrift, who has obeyed the law perfecl- 
ly, as the reprefntative o( his people: on 
which account, they may be faid to have 
done, or fulfilledy the law in him ; his 
obedience y being imputed unto themy for 
their complete jujliflcation before God. 

As the Surety* s paymenty among men, 
is accounted to the debtor y and is the fame, 
in the eye of the la^iVy and as effcftual for 
his full difcbargCy as if he himfelf had 
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paid the debt. And he that thus dofh 
the law, or thefe fayings of Chrift,' he 
Jikens him unto a wfe matij who . btdlt his 
houfe upon a rock. It is a piece of natural 
ivijdom^ to lay a good foundation for a 
ftatelyy?rt^(f?^r^/ and the mofl:^r;«, that 
any houfb can be built on, is that of a 
rocL And he that is fpiritually wifi^ 
^ije unto falvation^ lays the whole ftrefs 
of it, and builds all his hope of life, upoa 
Chrift, the rock of ages ; in which it ap- 
pears, that he is wife indeed : for, as in 
jiature, a houfe that is built upon a rock^. 
will ftand the /lorm ; fo the foul that is 
built upon Chrijl fliall never be removed t 
the rain • may defend^ the floods come^ and 
the winds heat ; afflidions, temptations, 
and trials of all kinds, may beat vehemently 
againfi that foul ; .but Ihall never dejlroy 
> its falvation^ nor make^ it afhamed of its 
hope. No ; Chrift, the rock of immiitabi- 
lity, will hold it unjhaken^ in a ftate of 
fahation^ through Hfo^ through death!^ at 
judgment^ znd forever. — Such a ioxA ftands 
as immoveable^ in the grace of jujiification 
and life^ as the re^^i itfclf on which it is 
founded: Becaufe I live, faith our Lord, 
ye fhall live alfo^ John xiv. 1.9.- Chrift's 
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hfe is the life o£ thit foitlj that depends 
tipon him alone, for all its juftificatlon^ 
and eternal falvation. And therefore the 
wifdom of faith is great indeed ! iii that it 
forefees the florm, and thus pfovids a« 
gainft it. 

But be^ faith our Lord, that btareth 
thefe fayings of mnCj and doth them rM 
^ [i. e. that hearetb the law's requirements^ 
and endeavours to obey the fame, for tigb- 
te9ufnefs before God, and fo doth them 
not ; becaufe his obedience cannot coflfie 
up to that perfection which the law re- 
quires] ^all be likened unto a foolijb man^ 
which built his houfe upon the Jar^d ; and 
the rain defcended^ and the floods eame^ and 
the winds blew, and beat upon that houfe ; 
jgnd it fell^ and great was the fall of it, 
Matth. vii. 26; 27, Oh! the/?%of that 
poor finner, who lays, the flrefs of his fal- 
vation, and builds«his hope of life, upon 
"his own rightcoulhefs ! For this fandy 
foundation cannot endure the florms of 
divine wrath^ which fliall be revealed 
from heaven againft all unrighteoufiiefs 
of men; nor fecure the foul fronr *^- — 
driven away, by the tempeft dt . vt*.iw a 
anger ^ and the floods of his indignation^ 
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into the abyfe of eternal miftry. T\fi 
hoiife fell^ that was thus built upon the 
Jand^ and great was the fall of it I Oh ! 
what k miferable difappointment will it be 
to that foul, that goes down to the cham- 
bers ^eternal deaths with this lie of his 
ifwn righteoufnefs in his right-hand; from 
which he had all along hoped for eternal 
life ! When this way^ that fiemed right 
to him in his own eyes, 2jS if it would lead 
him to everlafting life, (by his depending 
thereon) fliall end in eternal death ! The 
hope of the hypocrite [or, of him that tnifls 
in hin^felf, that he is righteous, by his 
own external performances, when yet 
his heart is far from that conformity to 
God, which the law requires^ fhall perifh^ 
at the giving up of the ghojl. His hope 
[i. e. his fahation hoped for]'^ JH^all then 
be cut off*. He fhall lean upon his houfe^ 
[i, c. his own righteoufnefs, which he had 
raifed up, in his imagination, to fhelter 
him from the florm of divine vengeance] 
but it fhall not ft and) he fhall hold it f aft, 
but it /hall not endure, Jobviii. 13, 14, 15.. 
No; this houfe of his fhall be as foori de- 
ftroyed, by the ftorm of God's indigna:- 
tion, as zfpider^s web is fwept down by 
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the befom that comes againft it ; and the 
miierable foul, that trufted herein, ihall 
be driven away into eternal perdition. 

1 htts an error in the foundatim will 
prove fatal to the building ; and therefore 
the knowledge of Chrijlj as the alone way 
of a finner's jujlification and Hfe^ muft 
needs be of the higheft importance; fince 
no other refuge can ftand the Jiorm^ but 
Chrift, as th£ Lord our righteousness; 
this glorious hiding-place which God has 
prepared for poor finncrs, whither they 
may run, and be for cvtx jafe. And as 
for thofe^ who live and die in ignorance of, 
zvA non-fubmijlfton to the righteou&efs of 
Chrift, they will certainly dh in their JinSy 
and perijh for ever. Ihey will all be 
found ^//^ at the day of judgment, that 
have not been enabled to believe in Chrift's 
bloody for cleanfing from all fin ; they will 
all be found unjuft, at that awful day, 
that have not believed in the Redeemer's 
righteoufnefsy for their juftification before 
God; and fo mufl remain for ever: for, 
concerning them, it will then be faid, 
He that is filthy J let him be filthy fiill ; and 
he that is unjufi^ let him be unjuft Jlill; 
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i. €. let him abide fo tp an endlefs eternity. 
But, 

4. Since thferc is but one way for a 
iinner to htjujlified before God, and that 
is by the obedience of Chrift alone ; this 
informs us, what great folly thofe perfons 
are guilty of, who frefs poor fanners to 
obey the /aw, to make themfelves r/^A- 
teous in the fight of God, when there is 
no law given that can give hfe unto them ; 
and how dangerous it is for fouls, to fit 
under fuch a miniftry, that naturally mif' 
leads them ; fince, while the blind k^ds 
the blindy both fall into the ditch. If there 
had been a law given that could have givin 
life^ fays the apofUe, verily righteoufnefs 
fhould have been by the law^ Gal. iii. 21. 
But as there is no law given, that can 
give life to a finner, it is a vain^ foolifh 
thing, to prefs fuch a foul, to get a righr 
teoufnefs by his own performances^ which 
was never appointed of God, nor can be 
attained by man. No ; the fcripture hath 
concluded all under ftn^ thai the promife (of 
life) by faith of J ejus Chrijl (as a finner's 
righteoufnefs) might be given to them that 
believe^ verfe 2 2 . And thofe who receive 
it not in this way, ihaU never attain it in 
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any other y but mtift go wiibout it for ever. 
The labour of the fooli/hj fays the wife 
Dias, fi^earieth every otte of themy becauje 
he kmwetb not bow to go to the cityj 
Ecclef. X. 15* A man may labour iXk 
his dc^Sy to make hiinfelf rigbieom before 
God> by his own pefformantes^ and to 
make his fcaee with him, by his legal re^ 
pentance, and hiuniliation for^l^; and 
yet hfe all his labour at taft, and fo weary 
himfelf in t^^m, being never aide to reach 
that cityy that eternal reft, v^bicb God 
has prepared for his people : becaujfe he 
iwwetb not Cbrifiy the only way^ that 
leads thither \ and (o wcUks not by faith, 
in him, as fuch. 

. . All men by nature, are igmx'ant of 
Chri&'s rlghtmufnrfty as it is God^s way 
^^jnfiifying T^dfaving a £nner; and it is 
dangerous for Ibuis ,to fit under fuch a 
mioiftry, that pre0eth doings and par« 
fuades them their /afety Kes there,, in- 
ftead of' believing : for, bc%a Jhall they A^• 
Uetiey faith the apoftle, m htM of *u>hom they 
have not heard? and hov> paH they hear 
'Without a preacher f And how JbaU they 
preachy except they-befent? Rom.x. i^^lS* 
How fliall poor fouls believe in Chrift for 


juJHficsdion^ whcft they have never* heard 
of his righteetdfmfs^ which is the proper 
qbjwll of faith ? And how fliall they hear^ 
wkhoM z preacher o£ that gofpel which 
declares it ? And how ihall they f reach 
the gofpel Xx> others, who have nc^rttfeen 
that ialvation it reVeails fbr finners, by 
the righle&ufnefs of Chrift themfelves ^ 
How fl^all they declare the glory and ef- 
ficacy thereof to ethers^ who have never 
feen, nor experienced it themfehes ? And 
how does it appclar^ that they 2Xtfent by 
Chrifi, to preadh the gofpel, who ncithei* 
know^ nor ftocldim his right eotifnefy, for* 
ihtjuftificatim of a finncf, which is fuch 
a main doftrine thereof? 

Have we not reafon to fear, that ma- 
ny of thcrfe who are called tnintfiers of the 
g&ffel^ .are rather preachers of MoJeSj than 
oiChrifi? and that their w/wy?ry rather 
tends to lead fouls to the bondage and 
dea^ of .the law^ than to the liberty and 
Kfc of the gofpel? But, how beautiful are 
tbefeet^ of them that preach the gofpel cf peace y 
that bring glad tidings of good things! 
That publiih thKt peace with God, which 
was made for finners alone, by the blood 
pf Chrift's crofs ; and is pofleft, only by 
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faitb in him ! That proclaim the glad 
tidiugs of thofe good things, :^faich God 
has prepared to be enjoyed by ^«;?tfri-, 
through the juftifying right^tm/neft of his 
Son ! And how great is the privilege of 
thofe fouls, who fit under a^(?/^^/-miniftry5 
fiiice this is the means appointed of God, 
to work faith in them, and to bring y2i/- 
vatkn to them ! Once more, 
. 5 . Since the jufiification of a finner is 
by the right eeufnefs of Ghrift, imputed to 
him, and received by faith alone; we 

,may hence learn, how gyeat the obligation 
o^ ,ihc jujlijied ones is, to live to the glory 
of that grace ^ which has fo freely and 
fully jujlijied them, in and through Chrift, 

. unto eternal life by him ! When the a- 
poftle had aflerted the juftification and 
lalvation of God's people, both Jews and 
Gentiles^ to be wholly of his free mercyj 
in and through Chrift, Rom. xi. 32. and 
admired the riches of his wifdom^ which 
was fo brightly displayed in the difp^fa- 
tions of his rnercy towards them,, verfe 33. 
he thus concludes bis dilfcourfe, yerfe 36. 
For of him, and through him, and to iim , 
are all things ; to lahom be glory for ever^ 
Amen* It is as if he ihould fay, fince alt 
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things, relating to the juf^ification and 
falvation of God's pec^Ie, are £^him, and 
through him, it is meet that the glory of 
2SI ihould, by them, be given to him.: 
and therefore, when he applies this doc- 
tiiie of God's free mercy in Chrift, to 
them ^ho had obtained it, he thus ad* 
dreflfeth them, chap. xii. i. I befeech you 
therefore^ brethren^ by the mercies ofGody 
that ye prefent your bodies a living jacrificff^ 
hofy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reafonable fervice. I befeech you^ fays he j 
Tmi that have obtained mercy ; therefore^ 
or, fince it is God's defign, to glotify his 
mercy, in the falvation of finners, that 
you give him the glory of it : by the mer^ 
cies of God; thofe mercies of God, which 
you are partakers of, in ih^ for givenefs oi 
all your Jins^ and in the jujlification of 
your perfons ; that ye prefent your bodies a 
living facrijice^ holy^ acceptable unto God, 
that ^e continually offer up yourfelves, 
as a whole burnt- offering, in the flames 
of love, unto him that hath loved. you, in 
all holy . and acceptable obedience, to the 
glory of that God, who has thus had mercy 
upon you ; which is your reafonable fervice, 
for it is a moft reafonable thing, or a thing 
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for which there is the higheft reafm^ that 
you ihould ever ferve the Lord, to the 
glory of that ^rar^,-by which you are freely 
jufltfied^ and fhall be eternally gkrijied. 
i\ad thus the apoftle Peter, i Pet. ii. 9. 
But ye are a chofen generation^ a royal pried* 
hood^ [who are w^ed from all your fins 
in Chrift's blood, and clothed with his 
righteoufnefsj an .holy nation^ a peculiar 
people ; that ye Jhould (hew forth the praifes 
ofihim who^ hath called you out xf darkrufs^ 
into his marvelous light. And, you know^ 
fays the apoftle Paul, how we exhorted 
and comforted^ and charged every one of yoUj 
[i. e. of you juftified, fayed ones] that ye 
would walk worthy of God^ who hath called 
you unto his kingdom and glory ^ i Theff. ii. 
1 1, 12. 

And in fhort, as it was God's defign 
to get himfelf glory ^ in tht jujlification pf 
finners, by ihtrighteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift; 
fo the difplay thereof, throughout the 
whole gofpel, lays them under the higheft 
obligation to live to his praife. Does God 
the Father impute the obedience of his Son 
to poor finners ? Did God the Son obey^ 
in life 2^nd in death for them ? And does 
God the Spirit^ reveal and apply this righ^ 
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teoufnefs to them, and enable them to re^ 
ceive the fame, as a free gift of grace, 
unto their eternal life in glory ? What 
thanks, what praife, is due to God, in 
' each of his glorious perfons, for this a- 
bundant grace! And let the language 
of the jufiified ones, in heart, lip, and 
life, in all kinds of holy obedience^ both 
now, and always be, Thanks be unto Cody 
for the grace ^Justification! for, this j 
his unfpeakable Gift! 2 Cor. ix. 15. 
Amen! Hallelujah! 


THE END. 
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^refacCy p« vui. 1. 9, lo. for immtftfintf read immanent, 
p. z.,1. 5. f^om the foot» for adtHtm^ read tditioth 
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APPENDIX.* 


AS no revealed* truth is of greater importance . 
to the fons of men* than the jaftificatton of 
a guilty iinner» through the imputed righteoufnefs 
of Chrift; {69 there can be no inquiry more inte- 
reftiqg than for a perfon to know, if they be divorc- 
ed from the Jaw, as a covenant ; married to Chrift, - 
as their beil hufband * ^d clothed with the robe 
of his, juftifying righteoulnefs, as their adorning 
garment. To attain fome fatisfaAion on this im- 
portant point, the confcience naay be pofed with 
the fallowing queftions, a$ an additional improve- 
ment of the foregoing fnbjed. 

I. Did you ever cotne to yourfihes ? Lukexv. 17.; 
that is, did yon ever feel yourfelves to be bound 
with the cords of guilt, laden with iniquity, and 
ready. to dak into the bottomiefs pit ?, Men m«ft 
be condemned, before they are judified ; be caft 
down, before they are lifted ^ up ; apply the curfe ' 
to theinfelves, before they uke hold of the blefling; 
hear the fentence of death denounced againd them 
by the law, before they partake of the juilificatioa 
of life by the gofpeU— If you were never burdened, 
you cannot be eafed ; if you were never broken, 
you cannot be bound up ; if yon were never mourn- 
ers, you cannot be comforted ; if yoii never tafted 
the bitternefs of (in, you cannot tafte of the fweet- 
tAi% of the gcace of Chrifti and experienpe his pu- 


* This Appeidix was not in the ict^ impreffion of tbji 
Book. 


APPENDIX. i8r 

rifying blood, and his rerWiDg righteottfntfs.«^If 
you are jnftified, how did you come by pardon and 
peace ? Was it by wrcftlHig and prayer ? % 

2. Are joxxfim^ifitd ^ JuAification and ftndtfi<- 
cation always go together. Where er«r the blood 
of Cbrift is applied to >i!ftify, his Spirit is implanted 
to fan6tify : they are aiwpys joined together, Jolia 
six. 34. Blood and water came out of his fide; 
blood to jnftify, and water to fanAify. JeAis* at 
the fame time that he fatisfied for fin^ cvuc^ed omr 
eldman^ Rom. iv. 6. Thofcwhoare ja^ified, by 
the fprinkling of his blood, are al(b redeemed from 
all iniquity, and consecrated to God T^A'e Chrlft 
waihes with Ut bloody he likewife ai^oint^ with his 
Spirit. 

3. Are v^e^addpud ? jsftification is always at- 
tended with adoption. Thefe wbe receiTc the <u;/(//r 
Jlone of juftificatton, from aH their fins, have alfo. 

in it the nev) name^ Rev. ii. 17. What it this new 
mame, but (he name of a child of God i Adaption 
is an amplification of onr juftification. We are not 
only pronounced righteous, and owned as friends ; 
but reputed and accepted as Tons and daughters ; 
are nearly related, and greatly endeared to Go3. 

4. Do you lovt God and Chrift \ It is recorded 
concerning Mary y Thai Jhe loved fnuch^ hecahfe much 
^as forgiven her^ Luke vii. 47. When great debts 
are remitted, heinous fins pardoned, deep fpots and 
ftains fetched out, this calls for the higheft and moft 
fenrent love. It is faid, ProT. zvii. 9. Ht that 
coveretb tranfgreffion^ feeketk love^ Surely then, 
with the greateft propriety it may be faid* that 
Go.d and Chrift liave fooght^ur Jove» by. covering 
•ur Jinsf Pfalmxxzii. i, 2. If you give not your 
hearts to God, if you do not fet your love on Chrift, 
who redeems from all iniquit)^, it is a plain fign 
that you have n6t tafted of the grace of God, or 
experienced the kiadnefs of Chrift in ffrgiving your 
lias. ^ • ' 
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5. 'Wh9t kt^accefi httve you to G«d«.and wj&at 
joy and delight have you m him \ Are your coiir 
fciencesfo porfedly purged from iniquity, that 70a 
dare draw nigh God with confidence and boldnefs? 
Havgrng tboF^^re^ brethren^ boldnefs to ^nt$r into iht 
MieJlbjthebhod$fJefuSt Heb. vii. 19. andx. 19. l^o 
jrou' rejoice in God» through Chrift Jefus our Lord, 
as having now rictived the atonement / Rom. t. x x. 
Are you fb jaftified in the i^ord as to glory ? Iia« 
»!▼. 2 J, In the Lord Jhall all the feed of Ifrael he 
jufiified^ and fhali glory. Is your juftificatioa mat- 
ter of the grei^teft joy to you ? / nuill greatfy rejtthe 
in the Lord^ my foulfhall be joyful in my Godi for he 
Sath covered nfenvitb the robe of rigbtedufnefsi Ifaiah 
Ixi. 10. 

6. Are yon employed, ^d do y^u uke great 
pleafure and delight to blefs 4Qd praifejhe Lord, 
•for pardoning all your fins, aQd reconciling you to 
himfelf ? This was David '» delightful employment ; 
Biefs the Lordy tfiy foul ; and. all that is within na 
blefs his holy natne^^-^^^ho forgiveth all mint iniqui" 
fie/f Pfalm ciii. i, 2« 9. Juftified fouls will iiog 
praifes to God who heals their backfltdings ; and 
rejoice in Chrift Jefus, who is. their rtghteoufneis 
and ranfom : The redeemedi of the Lord (haU return 
to Zion nvith fongSf lfa« xzzy. lo. Our lips were 
«nce fealed up with guilt ; but now the mouths of 
•ecufers are Hoped,' by Chrift*s fatisfa^on : and 
dull not our lips thea be opened, and our tongues 
loofed, tofing aloud of God's grace, andof Ghnfi's 
righteoufnefs ? 

7* Are you willing to go out of this world ; to 
diet and to be with God, and Jefus Chrift ? Thofe 
that are juttified have peace ivith God, and rejoice in 
the hope of the glory ofiiod^ Rom. v. f, 2. Though 
condemned finners fhall be caft away on the fhores 
of a miferable eternity ; yet juftified fouls fhall be 
landed fafeiin the harbour of glory, and enjoy a 
bleiled eternity. When others pafs into the prifon 


A P P E N*I> I X. 183 

of liell» jaUfied pcdbni ev^v into tkepaliceoiGod, 
Matth, xxv, 34» 41; . Whea the tares are reapid 
for thefarnace, beltevera are reaped for, and ^<- 
tbered into the gamer, Mattk. tai, JU2^ — WtiL|fmi« 
Qed perfons flinn the glonout pre£»c»of God« and 
Havifhl J dread bis tribunal I Will paFdoaed and a* 
4opted perfoqs be aliraid to go home to tfarir Father, 
8knd be pnt in pofleflioa of t$e heavenly inheritance i 
Are you therefore willing to be ahfentfrom the body, 
and to be prefent with the Lord^ 2 Cor, v. 6, 8, 
Can you therefore conqener the feara of death ? are 
you willing to leave yoUr place on earth, to enjoy 
the place prepared for yovt in heavoi I ' to put off 
the rags of mortality, that you may be clothed 
-with the robes of glory ? to quit your earthly taher* 
nacUy for the bou/e wot made with iands ^erttai in 
the heaven} ? 2 Cor. v. i. 

if tbefe, and the like, are your attainmci^ts, and 
the happy difpofitions of your foul, they may bt 
Titrwed as fo many infallible evidences, that yoa 
have pa/Ted from death to \\h\ are in a jiiflified 
ilate, interefted in the Redeemer's righteoufnefs, 
have it imputed unto you, and (hall, in due time» 
be honoured toy^^ Cod's face in rigbieoufnefs^ Pfalm 
xvii. 15. 

As thefc are the only hapfy perfons who have the 
rigbteoufnefs of Chrift imputed to them, and are 
made the righteoufnefs ofG&dinhim^ 2 Cor, v. 21.; 
fo they are of all others the moft miferable who have 
no intcreft therein. — ^Why, they are in their natural 
ftate, and the fcripture defcribes all fuch not only 
to htjiout' hearted zndjarfrifnirighteotifnef J, Ifa. xlvr« 
12 ; but to b^ filled tvith all unrightemfnejs, Rom. 
i. ^9. — ^Thefe who are not juftified have all their 
fins recorded in God's book, Ifa. Ixv. 6. Man's i- 
niquity isfaid to be written, fo as to be marked be- 
^ fore Go(j, Jer. ii. 22.; and there is a q§unterpart of 
this record kept in ihe iinner's own coufcicnce, Jer. 


i84 APPENDIX. 

xTiu i>. — TkU Ckrift b ccwa ci tbeir rightecrafiieisy 
their Umh are Jhamtfully ndt^i^ Rer. iii. 17. A% 
flien are p0or« cliey are void of m mherent righ- 
tccmfiicis; aad, as tkej- #r# naktd^ they arc defti- 
tate of an impoted riglit)eosfiid&. Till the righ- 
teoofneis of Chrift it fpread over the ibal, the 
glorious image of God is not pat on it. — ^llli thcj 
are jnftified, there is a hrtach between God and 
them. Sin bath made a breach '; and this breacli 
ftands open« and we need a Mediator to (land in 
the gap» P&kn cri* 33, Bat thert is none fit for 
thi$, but Jefos Chrift, the living adTOcatie, i John 
ii. I.—- There is a dreadfal fiorm of^rath^ in the 
cloud of the threatenings, which Jiangs over the 
heads of guiicy finners, Pfalm si. 6. This cup of 
indignation fhaU come to their lips ; this dorm 
(kali fall on their fouls. If God rains» the ftorm 
muft needs be terrible : <Iwll rain, fays Jeboyah, 
Gen. Tji. 4. Though, by reafon of unbelief, G9d*s 
judgments arg Hcnvfar above, out of the fight of Jtn* 
nerst Pfalm x. 5. ; yet their eyet Jhali fee their de^ 
JiruBioftt and thty Jhaii drink of the ivratb of the 
Almighty^ Job xxi. 20. ^ The long and large roll of 
the curfe will ia dae time fly to thetn, Ezek. Hi. 2, 
3f 4.— —All the fins of unjultified pcrfons are fb 
many evidences and nuitnejfes againft them : thefq 
evidences are preferved and kept fafej their fins 
are hid that they may not be loft, Hof. xiii. 12. 
The iniquity cfEfbraim is bound up^ his Jin is hid. 
Their iniquity is boaiid up, that in due time it majr 
be bound on them ; their fm is fo hid, that it ihall 
be found, brought forth, and charged on them. 
So many fins as men have committed, and are u|q- 
pardonedi fo many witnefies have they provided 
againd the day of their trial, Jer. xiv. 7. Lord, 

our iniquities tefti/y againjl us. (fa. lix. 1 2. 

Every fin dcfcrves, and «very unjuftified foutxvill 
be rewarded .nf ith tternal death, Rom. vi. 2 3 ^ Death 
is l\tivi9,t the wagis of Jin. The word fignifics 
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foldiers ^tttages^ Luke Hi, X4. They who cleave to 
Satan as their general, who abide in his tents, fight 
on his fide againft God, (hall have eternal death as 
wages paid theih, Ifaiahlix. 18. and liv. 15. And 
as there is a judgment to come, God, who feeth 
the provocations of all men, will be a/w/// 'witnefi 
againft them^ Matth iii f , And if their fins are 
not pardoned, but remain before God's face, and 
they inherit the iniquities of their whole life, they 
■will be heirs of ihame, mifefy, and eternal torments, 
Pfalm xc. 8, Job xiii. 26. The nvicked Jljall be turned 
into hell. 

Thongh this be the unhappy fituation of all un- 
juftified perfons, who have no intereft in the Re- 
deemers righteoufnefs ; yet, , fuch is the goodnefis 
of God to poor finners, that he brings near this 
irightepufnefs to them, Ifaiah xlvi. 13. ; he reveaU 
n fully to them in the gofpel, for it is the mini^ra' 
Hon of righteoufnefs i 2 Cor. v. 18 > ; and Chrift 
himfelf declares, that he is the end of the la*w for 
righteoufnefs to every one that believeth^ Rom. x. 4. ; 
and that his righteoufnefs is unto and upon all that . 
helieve^ Rom. iii. 22 — And aU the redeemed fhall 
glory in It, faying. Surely, in tyhe Lord have I righ- 
teoufnefs and Jirength. In him Jhall all the feed of 
Jfraelbe jufiifiedy and flo all glory , Ifaiah xlv. 24, 2j, 
J nvill greatly rejoice in the Lordy tny foul fhall he. 
joyful in my God ; for he hath clothed me nvith the 
garments of f ah at ion ^ he bath covered me *with the 
robe of righteoufnefs 9 Ifaiah Izi. 10. 
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